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Founders’ Page 

Welcome to the premiere issue of Back-to-Homeschool, a 

magazine for homeschooled girls ages 7+! Back-to-

Homeschool is the only magazine that is especially made for 

girls who are homeschooled, and is also good for girls who 

are going to be homeschooled and want to know what it is 

like. Here you’ll find cool stories, fun activities, great 

interviews and more, all written by homeschooled girls like 

you. This is only the first issue, so it lacks pictures and is a 

little bit short, but it will be the first of many and we 

promise that future issues will have more pictures and be 

longer, so you can have more Back-to-Homeschool  fun! In 

this issue, we have some great articles written by girls ages 8 

to 15, such as the story The Adventures of Caramel and 

Fuzzy and the article Are You Bored With Homeschool? Find 

out what other homeschooled girls are doing with the What 

Did You Do Today? and the Your Homeschool Space 

columns. But this is not all! There are many other articles 

just waiting inside for you to open to their pages! And thank 

you to 10-year-old Isabelle for being our wonderful cover 

model for the first issue - your picture looks great! Also, do 

you want to submit an article for a future Back-to-

Homeschool issue? Go to bthmagazine.wordpress.com, or 

just email bthmagazine@yahoo.com to send your idea to 

the two founders, Ijana, age 14, and Trisha, age 15. So, what 

are you waiting for? Turn the page and begin to explore the 

very first issue of Back-to-Homeschool magazine! 

 

 

 

 
The founders ready to act in the play Much Ado 

About Nothing.
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What Did You Do Today? 

Hayley, age 13, rearranged her 

room! 

 

Today my friend Sara and I were hanging out. I 

wanted to rearrange my bedroom, so we 

headed to my home, made some plans, and got 

started. We put my bed into bunk beds. We 

had fun listening to really loud music! It was 

fun, and I love hanging out with Sara. We have 

many great adventures just hanging out in our 

little neighborhood.  

 

 

 

 

Your Homeschool 

Space 

 

Fourteen year old Ijana’s homeschool space is 

her house. I do “school stuff” anywhere in my 

house, she says. Sometimes she does it in her 

room, sometimes in the library, and sometimes 

in her living room. She also goes to a 

homeschool group at someone else’s house 

once a week with other teenagers, but the 

“homework” she gets from there is done at her 

house. 
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101 Things to do With Your Shoes!!! 

 

Ever wondered what you should do with your old shoes? Want to make your boring current shoes more exciting? Then check 

here each issue to find 101 things you can do with your shoes! 

 

1. If they’re white, use a permanent marker to make them a different color! 

2. String colorful ribbon or yarn through the lace holes for an easy way to make them different! 

3. Put the soles in paint and “walk” them across a piece of construction paper! 

 

 

To be continued in each issue. 
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What Did You Do For Homeschool Today? 

Patricia, age 15, went for a walk through nature.  

 

You might not expect going for a hike to be part of homeschool - it isn’t the usual educational type 

activity like mathematics or science - but it certainly can be! We live on a mountain near a large forest 

with hiking trails for people to go through. Right next to our house, there is a path that lets you go for 

a short walk - only about ten minutes to complete - that me and my brothers, also homeschooled, 

named Lost. It’s called Lost because when we first moved to our house, my brother Gino got lost 

going down the path - he even ran into a snake! The trail has been named Lost ever since.  

Today, I went for a walk through nature inside Lost. Along the trail, there are lots of great things to 

look at - plants, stones, trees, and even birds and insects. One of the most exciting things is that there 

are fossils there, too! The fossils are from prehistoric times including the nevonian, cambrian, and 

permian eras, and more.  A large amount of the rocks inside Lost are fossils - most of them are coral, 

but a few rare ones include little sea creatures.  My favorite fossil that I found near my house is some 

crinoid stems! 
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Above: Patricia and her favorite fossil 

 

 

For my brothers and some kids that I was babysitting, I made up scavenger hunt lists and we walked 

through Lost, the kids writing down what they saw that was on the list all the way. What I did for 

homeschool today was educational for others, too! No matter where you live, you can go for a walk 

through nature. Whether you live in the country, the desert, the forest, or the hills, you are sure to 

find some place where you can take a nature walk and discover unique things - you never know what 

you’ll find!  
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Make an Ice Cream Snowman 

 

 

You Will Need: 

 Three scoops of vanilla ice cream 

 One pointed ice cream cone 

 Mini candy-coated chocolates (choose which kind) 

 One piece of candy corn 

 One large gumdrop (choose color) 

Directions – Put three scoops of vanilla ice cream on top of each other in a regular sized cone. For 

buttons, put three mini candy-coated chocolates on the middle scoop, one close to the top, one close 

to the bottom, and one in the middle. Use the same candies for the eyes and mouth, and for the nose 

use a piece of leftover Halloween candy corn. For a hat put a large gumdrop on top of the snowman. 
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Once there was a cat named Caramel. She had white fur with caramel colored spots and blue eyes. Her fur was very soft and 

clean because her owners never let her go outside to play. She was a country cat and she lived on a farm near the hills. She 

wanted to play outside so she meowed and pawed at the door. But no matter what she did she never got to go outside. 

One day somebody left the door open. It was just a crack, but Caramel pushed it with her paw and went outside. She walked 

down the trail that led to the barn. Over in a corner of the barn she saw a haystack. The haystack looked like it would be fun to 

play in. She ran to the haystack and jumped in it. Then she heard a meow. She stood up and saw a cat on the fence by the barn. 

Caramel asked the new cat if she would like to play with her in the haystack. The new cat said, “Yes, I would!” The new cat ran to 

the haystack and jumped in too. They kicked the hay into each other’s faces. When they were tired, they sat up. Caramel asked 

the new cat what her name was. 

“My name is Fuzzy,” the new cat said, “and what’s your name?” Caramel replied, “My name is Caramel.” “Do you want to go to 

some fun places with me?” asked Fuzzy. Caramel said, “Yes!” Then she asked, “Did you run away from home too?” “No,” Fuzzy 

replied, “I don’t have an owner. That’s how I know all of these fun places to play. Let’s go!” 

The cats walked down a trail that led to a pond. It was a big pond that had fish in it. There were lots of small bushes around the 

pond that had flowers on them. There were four big trees just the right size for climbing. It was shady and quiet under the trees. 

Caramel and Fuzzy took a short cat nap under the trees. 

When they woke up it was afternoon and it was hot. They decided to make a raft, since cats don’t like to swim. They tied sticks 

together with fishing line they found. They found a big piece of wood to use as an oar. Fuzzy got on the raft and Caramel pushed 

into the pond. Then Caramel climbed up the tree and jumped from a low branch. She was trying to jump onto the raft, but she 

missed and fell in the water. Fuzzy pulled Caramel onto the raft and she dried off in the sun. 

Caramel and Fuzzy saw the fish in the water. They were hungry. So they decided to catch a fish. Fuzzy knew how to catch fish 

because she did it all the time. When she saw a fish swim by the raft, she snatched it with her paw and caught it. They rowed 

back to shore. Fuzzy found a sharp rock and cut the fish in two pieces so they could each have half. After they ate the fish they 

were full. 

Next, Fuzzy took Caramel to a cornfield. The corn was very tall. They played hide and seek in the cornfield. Fuzzy was “it” and she 

counted to ten and started looking for Caramel. Fuzzy had to look for two minutes. She found Caramel next to a short cornstalk. 

Caramel had picked two ears of corn and held them up in front of her face. Now it was Caramel’s turn to look for Fuzzy. Caramel 

counted to ten and went looking for Fuzzy. Fuzzy made a little house out of corn to hide in. It didn’t take Caramel very long to 

find Fuzzy because it’s easy to find someone hiding in a kitty-sized house in a cornfield. Caramel decided to make a kitty house 

too. It was getting dark, so the two cats slept in their houses in the cornfield that night. 
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The next day Fuzzy took Caramel to look for some milk. They found a barn near the cornfield by listening for cows. It was early in 

the morning, so the cows hadn’t been milked yet. The farmer was still asleep, so the cats went inside the barn and asked the 

cows if they could have some milk for breakfast. 

They left the barn and went to find the pasture where the cows grazed. The pasture was over the hill from the barn. It wasn’t a 

very big hill so they raced up it and down the other side. Fuzzy took the lead but Caramel caught up when they got to the top. 

Then Fuzzy tripped over Caramel and they both went rolling down the hill. So the race ended in a tie. “Let’s do that again!” 

exclaimed Fuzzy. “I’m too tired!” replied Caramel. “Well, I know someone who will give us a ride,” said Fuzzy, “Come with me.” 

Fuzzy led Caramel down a road until they came to another big, green pasture. Twelve horses were eating grass. Fuzzy jumped up 

on a white fence surrounding the pasture and looked for her friend, Danielle. Danielle was brown and had a white ear and white 

spots on her nose and legs. She was the youngest horse and she was a little shy. She was eating by herself in a corner of the 

pasture. Fuzzy meowed to get Danielle’s attention. Danielle lifted her head and saw Fuzzy. Caramel and Fuzzy walked over to the 

corner. 

“Hi Fuzzy,” Danielle said, “Who did you bring with you?” “This is Caramel,” said Fuzzy, “We’ve been having fun together.” “Nice 

to meet you, Caramel,” Danielle said. “We were wondering, could you give us a ride?” Fuzzy questioned. “Sure,” replied Danielle, 

“Where do you want to go?” “This has been fun, but I miss my family,” Caramel said, “I really want to go home. I live on the farm 

near the hills.” “I know where that is,” Danielle told Caramel, “I’ve been there. I know the horses that live there. Jump on my back 

and I’ll take you there.” 

The cats jumped on Danielle’s back. She got a running start and jumped over the fence. Danielle carried them along a zigzagging 

trail that had lots of trees and flowers. Soon they saw Caramel’s owners coming down the trail. They were looking for Caramel. 

“Caramel,” Fuzzy said, “I’ll miss you if you go away.” “Why don’t you come live with me at my house?” asked Caramel. “I would 

like that a lot,” Fuzzy decided. 

When Caramel’s owners saw her riding on the back of a horse with another cat, they were surprised. It’s unusual to see a cat 

riding on a horse’s back. They ran over to Danielle and picked Caramel up. They hugged her. Fuzzy meowed. They picked up Fuzzy 

too. Fuzzy licked their hands and purred. Caramel and Fuzzy waved good-bye to Danielle and both cats were carried home. Once 

Caramel and Fuzzy got home they took a long cat nap. – THE END 
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How to Decorate Your Bike 

By Ijana 

 

Hey, check out that awesome bike at the corner! That awesome bike at the corner could be yours. 

Follow these tips and soon you’ll be turning heads and winning decorating contests wherever you go. 

Start by changing the basic look of your bike. You could paint it, but if your parents won’t allow that, 

you can wrap crepe paper around the frame, or for an interesting twist, you could use rainbow 

colored or unusually textured ribbon. Another variation is to cut interesting fabric into strips and 

wrap that around the frame, or you could even use fake fur. Now, once you have a basic look 

achieved, add trim – a little or a lot. Weave crepe paper into the spokes. Tie a basket to the front. Tie 

ribbons or ribbon tassels to the handlebars. There. Your bike could be done, but you can go even 

further and make your bike a theme; for example, a clown bike. Wrap the frame with polka dot 

ribbon. Attach a horn to the front and use ribbon to tie helium filled balloons to the handlebars. And 

if you want, dress in a costume that matches your bike. For a clown, a red wig and rainbow clothes 

work fine. For a birthday themed bike, wrap crepe paper and tie ribbons all over your bike. Tie a 

basket to the front and put a box covered in wrapping paper in it. For your costume, wear regular 

clothes and a party hat. The final step: enter a bicycle decorating contest and amaze the judges. 
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Meet Emily, age 11 

 

 

We asked Emily some questions about homeschooling. 

 

BTH: Have you always been 

homeschooled? 

Emily: No, my parents took me out of 

school in second grade. 

 

 

BTH: Do you have any siblings that are 

homeschooled? 

Emily: Yes, my 13-year-old brother and 

my 8-year-old sister. 

BTH: How do you like homeschooling? 

 

Emily: Homeschooling is lots of fun! 

 

BTH: What is your homeschooling 

schedule like? 

Emily: Every morning my family reads 

scriptures together and I practice my 

flute and piano. But the rest of the day is 

always different. Some days we play 

math games or do science experiments. 

One day a week I go to a commonwealth 

school and I do things with my friends 

like study Shakespeare. Sometimes I go 

to book club. I read a lot every day. 
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BTH: What is your favorite part about 

being homeschooled? 

Emily: Being with my family and friends. I 

have good friends who have the same 

values that I do, and they help me make 

good choices. 

 

BTH: What is your least favorite part 

about being homeschooled? 

Emily: I don’t have a least favorite part. 

It’s all fun! 

 

 

BTH: What is your favorite subject? 

Emily: Writing. I like to write stories 

about my cat or monsters vs. the world. I 

like that I can write about anything I 

want. 

 

BTH: If there was a school that met all of 

your requirements would you go? 

Emily: No. I like the way we learn at 

home. It’s different from public school 

and I think I learn more and have fun. 
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Ariella, age 14, says, So you’re bored with 

homeschool. I feel your pain. You make great 

friends, but you just don’t get to see them every 

day. You don’t exactly get regular field trips, 

and you’re definitely not fortunate enough to 

be in the occasional school squabble. Yup, I 

think everyone gets bored with homeschool at 

one time or another. It’s natural. Just like 

getting bored with a sport or instrument if your 

schedule gets stuck in a rut. Problem? 

Definitely. Answer? Okay, maybe it’s only a 

suggestion, but try it. It’ll help. Change your 

routine. If you’re used to getting up in the 

morning, eating, doing chores and then 

schoolwork, mix it up a little. Do it after lunch 

or something. Change where you do it also. If 

you are used to doing schoolwork in your room 

or at a desk, try doing it at the kitchen table, or 

better yet, do it outside at a park or in your 

backyard where you can get some fresh air. Sit 

on the grass, it’s good for you. Also reward 

yourself for completing an assignment. After 

you write five pages for English, reward 

yourself! Go get ice cream or something. 

Hopefully this helps you liven up your 

homeschool experience a bit. Remember, have 

fun, relax, and enjoy! As Ariella said so 

wonderfully, it’s a good idea to change your 

routine up a bit. Another idea is to change the 

way you actually do the work. For example, 

instead of learning that five times eight is 40 by 

writing it on a sheet of paper, go outside and 

line up five rows of eight rocks and count them. 

This also works for division. Put 40 rocks in a 

group and divide them into eight groups. Count 

the number of rocks in one group and you’ll 

have the answer. Trisha, age 15, adds, Also, 

think about why you are bored. Is it because 

you are bored with what you are learning, or 

with homeschool itself? If you are bored with 

what you are learning, take a break and learn 

something different. One of the best parts 

about homeschooling is that you often get to 

choose what you want to learn about. If you 

are tired of learning about Ancient Egypt, take 

a break and do a geography project instead. If 

you’re bored because you’d rather experience 

something than learn about it, ask your parents 

if they could take you to a museum or historic 

site so you can learn firsthand. If you are bored 

with homeschool itself, and are thinking about 

going to public school, stop to think about why 

you are homeschooled in the first place. Maybe 

you went to public school, but there were 

bullies, or teachers that misunderstood you. Or 

maybe you’ve always been homeschooled so 
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that you’ll never have to deal with these issues 

in the first place. If you just wish you could see 

your friends more often, or, that you could 

make friends, get involved in a homeschool 

group or some kind of class. Just remember why 

you are homeschooled, and then just keep 

learning! But what if you can’t stand the 

thought of learning anything right now? Take 8-

year- old Elisabeth’s advice and play a game. 

She says, You choose to make it boring or not 

boring. If I ever feel bored I find fun things to do 

for a little while like drawing, reading, or 

playing a game. There are some games that 

slip learning into them, but are also fun. Try 

Monopoly for money management, for 

example.  Your parents should know some 

others. Let’s hope homeschool is never boring 

again! 
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The Taste of Victory 

 

 Imagine that every sound had a taste for you, or that every smell had a color. What if when 

something cold touched you, you saw a rectangle of light blue? Well, some people really experience 

this, and it’s called synesthesia. Synesthesia happens when part of your brain is “cross wired,” causing 

two or more senses to “combine.”  

 Some people think that sayings like “the taste of victory” came around because of synesthesia. 

Someone in battle would think that his side was going to win, and taste something, thus “the taste of 

victory.” 

Ijana and Trisha, the founders of Back-To-Homeschool, both have colored hearing synesthesia, 

which means seeing colors with words. This form of synesthesia is the most common kind. 

Approximately one in twenty-three people has it. Every colored hearing synesthete also sees 

different colors for different words. For example, to one person the word dog might be yellow, while 

to someone else it’s red. Ijana asked twenty different synesthetes what color they think the word 

“superstition” is, and got some interesting results— 

 

 “Red – all the way.” 

 “Deep, shimmery purple with white ruffles.” 

 “The predominant color is red.” 

 “Overall, the word comes across as navy blue.” 

 ““Superstition” is pale yellow.” 

 “It’s a black-colored word.” 

 “Mustard yellow with a bit of a greenish cast.” 

 “A few blips of red and a touch of yellow.” 
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“For me, “superstition” is mustard yellow plus a little orange.” 

 “Dark purple and blue, with some green and pink.” 

 “White-ish yellow brown with a white glaze.” 

 “Mostly red with three different shades of yellow.” 

 “Yellow and black.” 

 “An oily, slick black with a fleck or two of gold.” 

 “Varying shades of green and red/brown.” 

 ““Superstition” is a dark brick red.” 

 “Mostly red.” 

 “The word looks dark and gloomy.” 

 “I see this word with a black background, outlined in white.” 

 “Black and vaguely glittery.” 

 

 As you can see, the results are very different, though there are a few colors that appear more 

often than the others, such as black, yellow, and red. 

 Now that you have a basic understanding of synesthesia, go look it up, because we can’t 

explain everything about it. It would take this entire issue. And if you have synesthesia, tell us! We’d 

love to hear from you! 
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Flash Fiction: The Nerf Battle 

 

Bam. Pow. I narrowly avoid a dart. Jump. Land. I’m behind a bush. I pull out more ammo. Load. Aim. 

Fire. I hit someone in the back. I see a blaster aimed at me so I hightail it back to camp. Dash. Run. 

Sprint. Arrive. Out of breath. Pant. Sit. The person in charge asks me about my mission. I explain. 

Success. Victory. But lots of us were hit. If you’re hit you can’t be in the fun battle anymore. The 

battle is just for fun. Just for fun. With Nerf blasters. No one really gets hurt. It’s with my homeschool 

group. We do fun things. Like fun battles. 

I have to go back out. I take my blaster. Dash. I’m behind a tree. I look out. Aim. Fire. Miss. I get up. 

Run. Back to camp. I need more ammo. I need more darts. I find them. Load. Go back out. Find my 

team. Our mission is to find the other team’s camp. It’s somewhere in the forest. 

My team starts moving into the forest. I’m a scout. I go out before everyone else to see if anyone is 

coming. It’s clear. We move. Run. Hunt. Look for the camp. 

Found. The camp is found. We move. Fake bomb. I throw it. It’s a distraction. Boom! It fires little 

pieces of foam. My team moves in and fires darts at everyone. The people on the other team are hit. 

They have to leave the battle. My team now has the other team’s camp. We find more blasters. More 

ammo. Load. We have more blasters. They’re loaded.  

I’m given a new mission. Go out alone and collect darts that we fired. I go. Search. Look. Hunt. Found. 

One dart is found. I put it in a bag. Search. Look. Hunt. Not another one to be found here. I leave. Go 

somewhere else. 
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Zoom! A dart flies past my ear. I turn. Load. Aim. Nobody is there. They must be behind a tree. Peek. 

Nobody behind that tree. Check. Nobody behind that tree. I sneak behind the biggest tree. Aim. Fire. I 

hit someone on the other team in the leg. They have to leave the battle. I get their blaster. I pick up 

their dart. I pick up another dart that my team fired. 

Continue. Search. Look. Hunt. Another seven darts are found. The rest are nowhere to be seen. The 

other team must have picked them up. 

I go back and give over the darts and blaster to the person in charge of my team. I find out that my 

team has won the battle. Success! Victory! We are the best! At least until next time. 

 

By Ijana 

 

Have you written flash fiction before? Send in a two-to-six page typed flash fiction story and it 

might be featured in a future issue! 
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The Real Nerf Battle 

 

Ijana and her homeschooling group had a real Nerf battle, similar to the one in the previous 

story. The teams were the Union and the Confederacy, because the class Ijana took was the Civil War 

class. Wait, slow down. Civil War class? What’s this about? 

Have you ever heard of Pillar of Light Commonwealth? Didn’t think so. It’s a place in Las Vegas, 

Nevada where homeschooling middle and high school aged kids can go once a week to study 

Shakespeare, American history (American Revolution and American Civil War), and science and math. 

There are levels above those four classes, but we’re focusing on the first level, which is composed of 

the four listed above. 

 

That first level is called the Practice Scholar level. The first class you can take is Shakespeare 

Conquest. During the fall semester the class studies one of Shakespeare’s tragedies, and in the spring 

it puts on a comedy. If you want to, during Shakespeare you can also take Key of Liberty, the 

American Revolution class. There you will study the Declaration of Independence and the American 

Constitution, among other things. After that comes the Civil War class (called Sword of Freedom). 

That class lasts only for the fall semester, and in the spring the science and math class starts, which is 

called Pyramid Project. 

After the first semester of Pyramid Project you advance to an Apprentice Scholar. The first class 

as an Apprentice Scholar is the second semester of Pyramid Project. 
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At Pillar of Light, writing and reading is one of the main focuses. In each class there are papers 

to write and books to read, but the nice thing is that nothing is forced upon anyone. If you don’t want 

to write your papers you don’t have to, but you won’t receive an award at the end of the semester 

for completing all your requirements. 

Almost everyone at Pillar of Light has searched long and hard for a good homeschooling group 

for teenagers. Many people have found that most homeschool groups have mostly younger kids that 

join, and parents wanted an alternative for their older kids. 

And if you want something wholesome for younger kids too, there’s an option! If a younger 

child has an older sibling in one of the four classes mentioned, they can participate in a class meant to 

prepare younger kids for the Shakespeare Conquest, Key of Liberty, and eventually Sword of Freedom 

and Pyramid Project classes. 

“Shakespeare Conquest is really fun, I mean, how many people can say they’ve been in a 

Shakespeare play?” says Ijana, “And we see each other several days a week once we get into the 

rehearsals, so I’ve gotten to know everyone really well and feel really comfortable with them.” 

Ijana talks about Key of Liberty, “We read the Declaration of Independence in Key of Liberty – 

and then memorized it! I learned some really good memorizing techniques and invented some of my 

own. In Key of Liberty there was a lot of reading and writing, and I really enjoyed the class.” 

 

 

 

Above: a scene from Much Ado About Nothing 



 

Back to Homeschool- Issue 1 
22 

 

“Sword of Freedom is sort of a continuation of Key of Liberty,” Ijana says about the Civil War 

class. “It’s American history, but Civil War instead of the American Revolution. It really challenged me, 

because every writing assignment was required, and it went deeper than Key of Liberty. But I’d say 

this class is amazing, and it’s a must.” 

“I haven’t started Pyramid Project yet, but it looks really fun and challenging,” concludes Ijana. 

Everyone, kids and parents alike, agrees that Pillar of Light is a wonderful find. “Overall it’s a 

win-win-win,” summarizes Ijana. 
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Seasonal Section 

This section of Back-To-Homeschool is the section where you’ll 

find a few activities designed for each of the four seasons of the 

year.  

 

1. Make your own headband by tying both ends of a piece of ribbon to a piece of elastic. 

2. Cut a paper snowflake and glue it to a piece of construction paper. Wrap the paper in plastic wrap to make a 

placemat. Remove the plastic after one use. 

3. Make cool bracelets by braiding pipe cleaners. 

4. Switch your shoelaces out with new laces in bright colors, such as yellow, orange, or green. 

5. Wrap a bandanna around your ears for a summer look that keeps you warm. 

6. Cut a strip of material long enough to go around your waist, and put a green dot on each end of one side. Bring 

the two ends together to form a circle, and twist one end clockwise until the green dots are both showing. Glue 

the ends together. When it’s dry, cut the piece in half down the middle, lengthwise. You should end up with 

two linked friendship belts! 

 

 

Visit the Seasonal Section next issue for more seasonal ideas to try! 

In the meantime, have a great winter! 
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Books About Homeschooled Kids 
Almost everyone loves at least one kind of book. They are full of knowledge, of adventure, of mystery, of 

entertainment, and there is a book about nearly anything you can imagine. Since the readers, the contributors, 

and the founders of Back-to-Homeschool are all homeschooled themselves, books about kids who are 

homeschooled just like them are great to read because it’s easy for us to relate to the characters, and we love the 

stories! Here are some books about homeschooled girls and boys. Find them in your local library or book store 

and get reading! Come back next issue for more great books about kids who are homeschooled! 

 

 

 

 

The Bran Hambric series by Kaleb Nation 

 

This book is about 14-year-old Bran Hambric, who’s homeschooled and lives in another world full of gnomes and 

magic - well, at least, everywhere but where he lives. In his hometown, all magic is banned and considered 

dangerous. But when a strange creature visits Bran’s house, everything changes… this book is an adventure 

written by Kaleb Nation, who was homeschooled himself as a kid and began writing this book when he was 

Bran’s age! 
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Schooled by Gordon Korman 

 

Thirteen-year-old Capricorn, called Cap for short, is homeschooled way out in the middle of nowhere on a once-commune 

farm called Garland, living with his grandmother, who used to be a hippie. When his grandmother, Rain, falls out of a tree 

when picking plums, Cap is taken in by Mrs. Donnelly, who used to live on Garland until she was 12. Cap is put into public 

school, and it is as if he's entered another world. But when Cap becomes class president, which was meant as a cruel joke, 

he actually changes the lives of many. In this fast paced novel, you'll love the story but might be a little disappointed with 

the ending. However, it is still worth the read! 

 

 

 

Pippi Longstocking by Astrid Lindgren 

 
Pippi Longstocking is only 9, but she lives by herself in her house with her pet horse and her monkey, Mr. Nilsson. Pippi 

Longstocking doesn’t go to school - she is unschooled, and she learns things from having fun adventures in her 

neighborhood with her friends Tommy and Annika. You never know what will happen with Pippi, whether it is searching 

for ghosts in the attic to wrestling the strongest man in the world, to stopping nasty robbers! One thing’s for sure: Pippi’s 

life is full of action! 
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Arts and Photos— 

 

Ijana took this photo by leaning against a mirror. 

 

And here are two palindromes, by Ijana. 

 

Yell an Alley 

Emit no kayak on time 

 

With your parents’ permission, send in your own photos, poems, drawings, palindromes, jokes, and 

anything else you can think of to bthmagazine@yahoo.com, or go to bthmagazine.wordpress.com for 

further instructions! 
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Back to Homeschool- Issue 1 27 

Free Bookmark Designed 

by Emily, age 8 

 
Cut out and enjoy this 

bookmark drawn with 

markers by Emily, age 8, 

with its beautiful colors! 

Want to have your art in 

Back-To-Homeschool? 

Email 

bthmagazine@yahoo.com 

to submit yours to be in a 

future issue! 
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