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Hi, BTH readers! Enjoy this 

Topsy-Turvy April/May Back-

to-Homeschool issue! In it, 

you'll find out how to make 

cookies that look like they’re 

baked but they’re actually no-

bake, read about pets and 

animals,  enjoy an interview 

with Aristotle, learn the histo-

ry of April Fool’s Day, and 

more!  

Unfortunately, we did not 

have as many submissions for 

this issue of Back-to-

Homeschool as we would 

have liked, so we founders 

had to write quite a few arti-

cles ourselves. Please keep 

submitting your work! It 

makes Back-to-Homeschool 

exciting and a truly global 

homeschool magazine, not a 

newsletter written by only a 

few people.  

We hope you love our Topsy-

Turvy issue… what’s Topsy-

Turvy? It’s everything silly, 

wacky, and upside-down! 

Don’t miss out on our Topsy-

Turvy seasonal section, How 

to Escape from and Deter a 

Tyrannosaurus Rex, some great 

April Fool’s Day pranks, and 

more! We also have some 

more serious articles, such as 

one on how to avoid and pre-

vent homeschool cliques and a 

philosophical article that asks 

the question “do we have free 

will?” Also, throughout this 

issue be on the lookout for 

some Topsy-Turvy changes— 

you probably already found a 

few on our cover! To learn 

more about the changes and 

other hidden Topsy-Turvy-

ness, turn to page 5!  

Our next issue is themed 

“Friendship!” In addition to 

regular submissions, feel free 

to write about making friends 

as a homeschooled girl, true 

stories about how you met 

your best friends, how to be a 

good homeschooled friend, or 

whatever you can think of! 

We hope you despise this issue 

of BTH! NOT!- April Fool’s! We 

hope you enjoy this great issue 

of BTH! Happy reading! 

Welcome to our latest issue of Back-to-Homeschool! 

Issue 8 
April/May 

Want to advertise on the 

website for the most 

popular magazine for 

homeschooled girls? 

Don’t miss your chance! 

Email  

bthmagazine@yahoo.com 

for more  infor-

mation! 

Founders’ Page 

Back-to-Homeschool | April/May 2012 

mailto:bthmagazine@yahoo.com
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BTH’S Store! 

NOW AVALIABLENOW AVALIABLENOW AVALIABLE   

bthmagazine.wordpress.com/store 
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 Hats         Binders      Hoodies & MORE!         

Customizable and Fun!Customizable and Fun!Customizable and Fun!   
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 It’s our Topsy-Turvy is-
sue, so prepare for some Topsy-Turvy 
fun! 

 To start, see how many Topsy-Turvy changes you can find in this 

issue. Look upside down, sideways, and any way you can. Even on the cover 

(check the end of this issue for more details about the cover)! Turn to page 

LAST PAGE to see if you found them all. Then make sure to get your oil 

changed, because you never know when you’ll need to do the dishes! Ø 

 One of the most Topsy-Turvy holidays is April Fools’ Day. April 

Fools’ Day is celebrated on April 1st all over the world, though in some coun-

tries the pranks last only until noon, and in others they last all day. Æ 

 The pranks on April Fools’ Day can be anything from turning cereal 

boxes upside down to switching beds with your sibling during the night! For 

more great April Fools’ Day pranks turn to page 28. 

The average person needs 

at least 8 glasses of water 

a day. Otherwise they 

could suffer from sleep, 

silliness, and random sing-

ing. ¿ 

Definition of “ha ha” in the Oxford Dictionary of English – 

exclam. used to represent laughter. 

Ha ha as in, “Ha ha, my score is better than yours!” or 

“Ha ha, I found the hidden flag!” or “Ha ha, I tricked 

you into reading this entirely useless article!” 

Check out this riddle by Eliza – 

If a man is blind, deaf and 

dumb how many senses 

will he still have? 

Answer: Three. Speech is 

not a sense! ¿ 

A woman decides she wants to 

learn how to ice fish. She buys 

everything she needs and then 

goes down to some ice. 

She's cutting a hole, and then 

she hears a loud voice: "There 

are no fish under the ice." 

She looks around and doesn't 

see anyone, so she continues. 

She hears the voice again: 

"There are no fish under the 

ice." 

She says, "I'm betting that's just 

you fish down there, trying to 

convince me not to catch you. 

Am I right?" 

The voice speaks: "No. This is 

the ice rink manager." ¿ 

Anna, age 11 
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I do school in my room for the most part. But one thing that I do 

every day at 9:00 is to get a cup of tea. It helps me SO much. We 

get up at 5:30 and eat at 6:30, so it is the best mid-morning snack. 

In the summer I like to go outside and sit somewhere, and then 

our cats come and curl up with me. It’s so pretty in the morning. 

By Naomi, age 13 

The Way You  

Homeschool 

The Potential of Nothing | By Trisha, age 16 
At the beginning, there was nothing. A blank pallid surface, 

devoid of life, deprived of brilliance. Nothing brightened the 

dismal bleakness, yet within its colorless world was bound-

less potential, just waiting until it could transform. Abruptly, 

something fell from the sky, exploding directly at the center 

of the blankness. It was small and simple, and smooth and 

formless like water, but was striking to the eye like a crack of 

sunlight in a dark cave. It was stunningly vivid and luminous, 

yet light and comforting. It was a summer day, a friendly 

embrace, happiness incarnate. The splash at the center was 

the color yellow. Something rushed by, and the yellow 

spread, swirling and twirling over the no longer deprived 

surface. A second splash joined the yellow, this time some-

thing darker. It was not as bright as the yellow but was just 

as memorable; the new substance was smooth, magical, 

wondrous, and deep. It was a flowing pool of wonder but 

also a source of knowing, it was just as mysterious and shy 

as it was wise and daring. Blue. The blue was then pushed 

past the yellow, filling large spaces. Suddenly, the blue met 

the yellow, swirling through it before finally stopping. When 

the two colors kissed, a new one was born. This one was 

deep and flowing like the blue but vivid and comforting like 

the yellow. It was adventurous and down-to-earth at the 

same time; it was imagination and belief but also risk-taking 

and astonishing. The new substance fit well with the yellow 

and the blue, bringing together two opposites with its gentle 

yet astounding nature. This was the color green. Something 

continued to swirl the colors about, but now something 

strange was happening. The once formless substances were 

being swirled into something new, something that, although 

flat, stood out like an elephant in a herd of zebra. Suddenly, 

another new substance joined the others, splashing onto 

one of the remaining blank areas. It was vibrant and fiery, 

courageous and attention-seeking. A wandering eye would 

be attracted to it immediately, the gaze captured by the 

touchingly brave substance that was both bright on the sur-

face and profoundly deep within at the same time. This was 

the color red. The red was then spread throughout, meeting 

the yellow just as the blue had done moments earlier. A new 

creation emerged, something fresh and feisty. It had the 

same luminous quality that the yellow possessed, but was 

filled with the fiery nature of the red. It was a dangerous 

combination; however, it was also filled with a sense of 

deadly beauty. It added a subtle emphasis to the yellow, 

causing it to pop and contrast the overpowering red. This 

new color was orange. Lastly, in a final explosion of intensity 

and gallantry, the red met the blue, the twirling entity that 

had caused them to join now spreading what it had pro-

duced. The creation was even deeper and more profound 

and mysterious than the blue was, but it also contained trac-

es of the attention-seeking and touchingly brave red. Dark 

and thoughtful, the final substance was pushed and spread 

throughout the no longer pallid and blank world, twisting 

throughout the other colors, combining and separating, 

forming new shapes and emphasizing others. The final color 

was the regal purple. Just as abruptly as it had begun, the 

substances— the colors— stopped moving. There was no 

trace of the nothingness that had once been so bleak and 

pale.  

The artist put down his paintbrush and examined his capti-

vating masterpiece. It needed no name. It spoke for itself.  
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RECIPE INGREDIENTS 

April Fool’sApril Fool’sApril Fool’s   

FakeFakeFake---BakedBakedBaked   

COOKIESCOOKIESCOOKIES   

By Trisha, age 16 

 2 cups  sugar 

  1/2 cup butter  

 1/2 cup milk  

 1/4 cup unsweetened cocoa  

 1 teaspoon vanilla  

 3 cups whole oats 

EQUIPMENT YOU WILL NEED 

 Medium saucepan 

 Measuring cups and spoons 

 Waxed paper on a cookie sheet         

 Mixing spoon 

      

      

1. Boil sugar, butter, milk, and cocoa together for 3 

minutes.  

2. Remove from heat and add the remaining ingredi-

ents.  

3. Drop by tablespoons onto waxed paper.  

4. Slightly flatten the rounds so that they look like 

baked cookies. 

5. Place  into refrigerator until cooled  

6. Fool your friends... and enjoy a delicious treat! 

DIRECTIONS 

With this delicious and easy 
wheat-free recipe, you can 

fool your friends into 
thinking that you baked 
them some cookies, but in 
actuality they never en-

tered the oven! 
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 25.  Peek them out from funny 

places so that people think that 

you are standing someplace that 

you aren’t. 

 26.  Switch them with a friend’s 

shoes as a joke.  

 27. Move them a few inches when-

ever no one is looking so that your 

friends will think they’re moving 

by themselves.   

 28.  Put them on top of a remote 

controlled car for “rocket” shoes. 

to Do to Do to Do    

With Your Shoes!With Your Shoes!With Your Shoes!   

To be continued hahahahahahahaha!. 

April Fool’s EditionApril Fool’s EditionApril Fool’s Edition   



9 

Sea MonkeysSea MonkeysSea Monkeys      
Animal  

Profile 

By Maya, age 12, Writers’ Board Member 

 

Facinating Facts 

What does its name mean? The sea monkey 

has many names. Its Latin name is Artemia sa-

lina. Artemia stands for  

“Gift of Artemis”, the Greek Goddess of the 

hunt. Salina means salty, so all together it 

means salty gift of Aretims. Most scientists call 

them Branchiopods. Branch means gill and pod 

means foot, or gill foot. 

This is because each of 

the Sea monkey’s 22 

feet has a gill. Most 

people just call them 

brine shrimp. 

Where does it live and 

how does it survive? 

The Sea Monkey lives in 

a surprising place: the desert. How can a sea 

monkey survive in the hottest and least watery 

places on earth? Well, here’s how it works. The 

eggs of the sea monkey also called cysts can 

survive for ten years before hatching. They can 

survive sweltering temperatures to 200 degrees 

Fahrenheit and freezing temperatures of -300 

Fahrenheit. So these eggs can live until the next 

desert rain. The eggs are usually found in the 

area between two mountains or a valley. After 

the massive rain that occurs only once in awhile 

the run off collects in the basin and creates the 

saltiest lake ever. So salty that nothing can live 

in it except bacteria and some algae. The only 

other guest is the sea monkey.  

How do they go from a Cyst to a sea monkey?  

The orange round bumpy eggs wait in the 

sand until the rain comes. As soon as the cysts 

come in contact with water they immediately 

start their metamorphosis process. Within 

four hours of water contact they hatch into 

napiuses. These funny things have only 4 legs 

and one eye. Over the next 3-6 weeks they 

shed their exoskeleton 15 times!  After they 

are done shedding they are fully formed 

adults.  

What do they look like when they’re 

adults? They have 2 compact eyes, one sen-

sory eye, twenty- two legs, a stomach and 

intestines which all can be seen through its 

pink translucent exoskeleton. They have an-

tennas and their body has many segments, 

most commonly they have 19 segments.  

Their strange figure ends in a tail. Males have 

claspers to mate with 

and females have egg 

pouches. These funny 

creatures can only 

grow up to the small 

size of 1 to 1 ½ centi-

meters.  

What do they eat? 

They eat algae and 

move constantly all day and night. They can’t 

sleep but they enter a state where they are 

deeply relaxed, this is close to sleep. They still 

are unable to fully stop movement due to 

their feature of having a gill on each of their 

22 legs if they stop moving there gills no long-

er work thus drowning them. They just mildly 

digest the algae and poop it out in mini 

mike&Ike shaped pellets. After awhile the 

water gets too salty for the algae and the 

algae dies. However the sea monkeys are very 

much alive. They swim back down to bottom 

of the basin and eat their own mildly digested 

poop. Once it is digested another time it is 

inedible food for the sea monkey. By the time 

the algae poop pellets run out the water has 

dried up and the only thing that remains is 

the eggs,waiting in the sand for the rain to 

come. So they may begin the cycle again. 

 

Here are some Fascinating 
Facts about the sea monkey. 

 Flamingos get their pink 
color from eating the 
pink cousins of the sea 
monkeys. 

 In Utah, six million 
pounds of Brine shrimp 
(Sea Monkeys) are har-
vested annually. 

 These shrimp are part of 
the group called “living 
Fossils.” 

 You can have a pet sea 
monkey! Just type in “sea 
monkey for sale” and you 
can             order them, 
they will arrive in the 
mail. Sadly, they are not 
long term pets and will 
only live for a few 
months. 

There are many other animals 
just as funny as this one such as 
the Hyrax or the Mountain Vizca-
cha. Learn more & explore! 
Thanks to the internet for won-
derful pictures and info. Also 
many thanks to my science 
teacher for introducing me to the 
subject in the first place! 
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Amazing Aspects of ExistenceAmazing Aspects of ExistenceAmazing Aspects of Existence   
In this issue the Amazing Aspect is… pets and animals! 

3 Reasons Pets are Great 

1. Pets keep your secrets. If you tell a 

secret to a friend you run the risk that 

he or she might tell somebody else. 

Pets, on the other hand, won’t tell any-

body. True, they can’t understand you 

in the first place, but what if they can? 

Maybe they can’t understand word for 

word, but they can pick up on how you’re feeling, and 

they know that you’re trusting them with something 

important. 

2. Pets love you no matter 

what. After a hard day, what’s 

better than coming home to a 

pet who’s excited to see you? 

3. Pets can act like a sibling or 

friend. They’ll always be there 

for you to play with, to talk to, 

or just to be with. Especially to 

only children, pets can be a fun 

person who’s always there to 

have fun with. 
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3 Ways to Be With Animals if you Don’t Have a Pet 

1.  Go to a friend’s house who has a pet. If you visit often, that pet 

will probably come to think of you as part of the family. 

2. Volunteer at an animal shelter. Not only will you get to spend lots 

of time with animals, but you’ll earn volunteer points too. 

2.5. Visit a pet store. Most pet stores will let people play with pets 

without having to buy them. 

Pet Spotlight– Dogs 
Along with cats, dogs are one of the most 

popular pets to own. Dogs get attached to 

their owners, so when the owners have been 

gone a while, dogs will be extremely excited 

when they get back. Dogs love their owners 

no matter what, so you should get one if 

you need a self esteem boost. 

Dogs can range from just a few pounds to over a hundred 

pounds. There are so many different sizes of dogs, that if hu-

mans’ sizes were as varied, the tallest humans would be as tall 

as a thirty-six story building if the smallest humans were around 

the average height of humans today. 

Different Kinds of Pets 

People own just about every kind of animal under the sun as a pet, 

from hermit crabs and tree frogs to pigs, cows, and even large cats 

and bears (in very few cases). 

Many people own dogs, cats, fish, lizards, horses, snakes, and a va-

riety of farm animals. In cities cats are preferred, because they don’t 

need a large area to be comfortable. In the country, dogs are  
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preferred, because they can roam more. Common farm animals in-

clude horses, cows, pigs, chickens, goats, and dogs.  

Yes, some people do own bears as pets. 

This is definitely not recommended, and the 

people in question usually have jobs at ani-

mal conservatories and zoos. They are 

trained to work with animals, and you 

should definitely not try having a bear as a 

pet!  

Animal Spotlight– Fish 

Fish are one of the easiest pets to care for. All they need is food 

every day and an occasional tank-cleaning, 

and they’re good to go. 

Even if you don’t have to take fish for 

walks or brush them, fish can still be diffi-

cult in some ways. They can easily get 

sick, but thankfully most common fish ill-

nesses are easy to cure! 

There are hundreds of fish to choose from, from goldfish to clown-

fish to guppies. Many fish can share a tank, but make sure to 

choose kinds that won’t eat each other! 

Fun Pet Facts 

 Dogs aren’t actually color blind- they can see shades of blue, 
yellow, green and gray. However, they can’t see red; it looks 
gray to them! 

 The oldest cat on record lived to be 36 in human years! 

 There are over 500 species of goldfish found around the world! 
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Many people are homeschooled so 

as to avoid being judged, bullied, or 

left out in a school environment. 
However, in some homeschool groups these 

are still issues that can be faced! “Cool kids,” 

“gamers,” “girly-girls,” and more home-

schooled kid cliques can be found at some 

homeschooled groups, and quite often there 

are kids who end up feeling sad and left out. 

Other times, what started out as a great 

homeschool group eventually transforms into 

an environment where certain kids only hang 

out with certain other kids and rarely accept 

new “clique members” into their little groups. 

This seems to happen the most frequently 

with older elementary school aged and mid-

dle school aged homeschooled kids, but can 

also be encountered with those who are older 

or younger.  What’s the point of being in a 

homeschool group if you’re not going to be 

accepted and can possibly be bullied and 

scorned? No one wants to deal with that! 

Don’t worry— here are tips on how to avoid 

homeschool groups that include “cliques” and 

how to prevent issues from forming in your 

current homeschool groups.  

How to Prevent Cliques from Forming in Your Homeschool Group 

Always Include 

If  a homeschool group member who isn't your friend and yet wants to join  you 

and your buddies in a game or conversation,  let them join in! Even if they are 

different, older than  you,  or younger than  you, they just want to be included. 

Including others is the best way to prevent exclusive cliques from forming— 

and it’s always more fun when you have more friends to hang out with! 

Stop Exclusion  

If you see other homeschool group members trying to exclude someone from 

something, it’s nice to step in and try and kindly prevent this from happening. 

Ask why they won’t include that person, and then try and talk them out of ex-

cluding that person if there is no good reason for it.  

Homeschool Group  
CCCliques? liques? liques?    

How to Avoid and Prevent Them 
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This generally works and the attempted exclusion is usually forgotten. If there is 

no reason for the exclusion and you can’t convince them to include the person, 

start up a new game or conversation with the excluded person. If there is a rea-

son, try telling a parent about the situation.  

Accept the New Kid 

New homeschool group members rarely have any friends and don’t always know 

how to make any. Talk to these new kids and introduce them to the other group 

members. Accepting new homeschool group members prevents them from feel-

ing like outcasts and helps them to make new friends. 

Don’t Even Think About Bullying 

Bullying to get your way is never the right choice. Sure, you want to play capture 

the flag and they want to play freeze tag, but that doesn’t mean that you have to 

force them to do what you want! Instead, find a kinder way to convince them to 

play the game you want to. If this doesn’t work, compromise! Play their game 

first and yours second.  If other group members try and bully you or someone 

else, stand up!  With homeschooled kids, if you stand up for yourself or a friend 

once, the others generally get the message and quit the bullying. If the bullying 

issue persist, don’t be afraid to tell their parents!  This is a tricky situation, be-

cause if there is a feud between two people and their buddies it’s easy to begin 

to form  little cliques that you didn’t intend to create.  Homeschooled kids gener-

ally aren’t that bad, so it’s very likely you and the bully will both forgive and for-

get the incident later, especially if you’re pretty young.  

How to Avoid Homeschool Groups with Cliques 

If you aren’t already in a  homeschool group and you’re looking for one, here are 

ways to avoid finding groups with cliques in the first place! 

See if They’re Welcoming 

Most good homeschool groups include kids who automatically accept you. If you 

visit a homeschool group meeting and nobody talks with you or invites you to 

play a game within the first 20 minutes, it’s pretty safe to say that within that 

group, everyone already has their little circles of friends and don’t want more.  

Can you see this message? 
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Look for Anyone Who is Left  Out 

Do you see people sitting off to the side, not interacting with anyone else and 

looking downright gloomy? That could be you if you join that homeschool group.   

Try talking to those kids first, though— there is a chance that they are simply 

very shy and don’t even WANT to hang out with anyone else.  Who knows— you 

might even make friends with them.  

See if They Shun Siblings 

Generally, if a person ignores their brothers and sisters, they aren’t  very  accept-

ing of others, either.  If you see kids avoiding their younger siblings on purpose, 

there is a good change they ignore other people , too.  

See if You Share Religions 

This may seem surprising, but often it is tough to fit in with those who don’t 

share the same religious beliefs as you. You can end up feeling like an outcast, 

and that’s no fun. If it is a homeschool group mostly or entirely based on a spe-

cific religion that you don’t follow, it might not be the right fit for you and you 

might not be the right fit for them, either.  

Talk to Everyone 

Try talking to the members of that homeschool group. If they try and avoid you, 

they  already have a group of friends and don’t want you in their little clique.  If 

they try and accept you but don’t approve of you talking to anyone else, it proba-

bly still isn’t a good idea to join the group. You don’t want to add to the exclusion 

problems by avoiding people who aren’t in whatever clique you end up in.  
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Quiz What What What ColorColorColor   are You?are You?are You?   

By Imagin, age  12, Writers’ Board Member 

Where would you rather live? 

A: A cozy log cabin in the middle of the woods. 

B: An open building painted with bright colors.  

C: A dark home lit with only candles. 

D: The pent house of an apartment. 

E: Anywhere with a big room to dance in.  

 

What would you wear on a normal day? 

A: A down-to-earth shirt and jeans. 

B: A flowing sundress. 

C: A dark outfit with lots of dark makeup. 

D: A frilly dress with a lot of bows. 

E: The most random thing you can find. 

 

What do you do in your free time? 

A: Play chess. 

B: Paint. 

C: Sleep. 

D: Play dress-up. 

E: Dance. 

 

 

 

Mostly A: You are brown. You’re an earthy kind of person with a loving nature. 

Mostly B: You are orange. You’re spunky and smart, and you love bright things.  

Mostly C: You are black. You like the exciting and scary things in life. 

Mostly D: You are pink. You’re a let’s-go girl, and love to explore. 

Mostly E: You are rainbow. You love everything in life and you’re never afraid 
to try new things. 

Answer 
Key 

What’s your favorite animal? 

A: A dog.  

B: A deer.  

C: A cat. 

D: A bird. 

E: A peacock. 

 

Who’s your favorite singer? 

A: Selena Gomez. 

B: A lot of them. 

C: Green Day. 

D: Justin Bieber. 

E: Katy Perry. 
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An Interview with ARISTOTLEAn Interview with ARISTOTLEAn Interview with ARISTOTLE   

And here’s Tammy Turnback, the host of And here’s Tammy Turnback, the host of And here’s Tammy Turnback, the host of The Past TimesThe Past TimesThe Past Times!!!   
Tammy: Hello folks! Welcome to 

The Past Times. I’m your host, 

Tammy Turnback. With me today 

is the brilliant philosopher, Aristo-

tle. 

Aristotle: And scientist. 

Tammy: Yes. What sort of subjects 

interested you? 

Aristotle: A good many of them, 

especially natural sciences.  

Tammy: Such as? 

Aristotle: Animals really interested 

me. I also liked plants. 

Tammy: I see. 

Aristotle: They are so question 

provoking. Have they always 

stayed the way they are now? Or 

have they changed over time? I am 

known for being one of the first 

naturalists. 

Tammy: When we had Alexander 

the Great on our show, he told us 

that you were one of his tutors. 

Aristotle: Ah, yes! Alexander! 

Yes, I went to Pella for a long while 

to teach him and his friends. His 

conquests so expanded my range of 

study. 

Tammy: How? 

Aristotle: He had several scientists 

with him, and would send back 

stuff that they found. That was 

some interesting stuff! 

Tammy: So, he remembered what 

you taught him better than his other 

teacher? 

Aristotle: As far as I could tell. 

Tammy: Tell me about your early 

life. 

Aristotle: I was born in the town 

Stagira. My parent’s names were 

Nicomachus and Phaestis. My fa-

ther was a doctor and he instilled in 

me my lifelong love of science and 

learning, although we scientists 

were considered philosophers at the 

time. 

Tammy: Interesting. 

Aristotle: My Father was a good 

friend of Alexander’s grandfather, 

King Amyntas. That might have 

had something to do with King 

Philip later selecting me for Alex-

ander’s tutor. 

Tammy: You said that your father 

taught you, what kind of stuff? 

Aristotle: Practically anything that 

would be useful for a doctor. He 

hoped that I would follow him in 

his trade. I learned what he taught 

me quickly, and he eventually en-

rolled me in one of the local 

schools. 

Tammy: Where you did very well. 

Aristotle: I did. However, both he 

and my mother died while I was a 

boy. My guardian, Proxenus, sent 

me to Athens when I was eighteen 

in order for me to get further educa-

tion, when I got beyond the teach-

ing of the local schools. 

By Kendra, age 16By Kendra, age 16By Kendra, age 16   

Writers’ Board MemberWriters’ Board MemberWriters’ Board Member   
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Tammy: And you liked the place 

so much you stayed a while 

Aristotle: I did. I didn’t return to 

Macedonian until Philip invited 

me to be Alexander’s teacher. 

That is why I am better known for 

my connection to Athens. 

Tammy: I see. What are you best 

known for today? 

Aristotle: My questioning 

on whether or not life 

forms stay constant, or 

change over time. 

Tammy: The second is 

the commonly accepted 

today. 

Aristotle: Yes, but  still , 

do not think it is necessari-

ly is the correct one. Per-

sonally, I still think it 

could be either. 

Tammy: My personal 

opinion is the first. What 

other things did you think 

about? 

Aristotle: Plenty, of other 

stuff. If it pertained to life 

and could be considered 

science, I thought about it. 

I did experiments, too. My Father 

had taught me early in life how to 

dissect animals and other stuff. I 

used that skill often. 

Tammy: I personally do not care 

for doing that sort of thing myself. 

Aristotle: Nor would I expect you 

to. You’re a girl. 

Tammy: Well, that’s all the time 

we have for today. Thank-you, 

Aristotle, for your brilliant in-

sights. I’m your host, Tammy 

Turnback; tune in next time for 

more of The Past Times! 

Aristotle: You’re welcome. 

More Facts About Aristotle 

 Aristotle thought women were more emotional than 

men and that their role was staying at home.  

 Aristotle also wrote about many subjects including 

poetry, music, theater, logic, ethics, metaphysics, 

and politics. 
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Educational  

TV SHOWS 
Homeschool on Television (well, kind of)  

The Magic School Bus 

Kids get transported through time, space, and daily life mysteries on a 

time-traveling, shape-shifting, completely magical school bus by their 

zany teacher, Ms. Frizzle! You’ll learn some science while enjoying many 

exciting episodes. Age Recommendation:  5 - 12  

Grossology 

They may seem like ordinary teenagers, but the grossologists must 

battle disgusting villains  while saving the world from everything stinky, 

strange, and slimy! You’ll learn some (gross) science during their adven-

tures. Age Recommendation: 8 -14.  

The Time Warp Trio 

Three boys always (accidentally) travel through time because of a magic 

book. You’ll learn all kinds of history throughout many episodes! Age 

Recommendation: 8 - 12.  

Bill Nye the Science Guy 

Who  better to teach you science than the wacky Bill Nye the Science 

Guy?! Age Recommendation:  5 - 14.  

Crash! Bang! Splat! 

This cool TV show features kids who teach you science and a little physics through experi-

ments and games that they do themselves! Age Recommendation: 7 - 13.  
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Zoboomafoo 

Learn about animals with Chris, Martin, and their friend Zoboomafoo, the leaping lemur!  

Chris and Martin also star in a cartoon TV show for older kids ages 7– 

11 called “Wild Krats.” Age Recommendation: 3 – 6.   

Bonehead Detectives of the Paleoworld 

The Bonehead Detectives teach you all about dinosaurs and other pre-

historic creatures throughout various funny and cool episodes. Age Rec-

ommendation: 4 – 12.   

Mythbusters 

Ever wondered if that myth you heard was true? Well, wonder no more 

with the show Mythbusters, where you’ll learn some science, physics,  

and a little history. Sometimes there can be swearing on this show, but 

it’s generally okay for you slightly older kids. Age Recommendation: 

10+.  

Fact or Faked: Paranormal Files 

The Fact or Faked team aims to see if popular videos and pictures of 

monsters, ghosts, and mysterious creatures are real or phony through 

science, technology, and cool tricks.  Age Recommendation: 10+.   

Dude, What Would Happen... 

The “dudes” are just three regular guys who wonder what might hap-

pen if, say, they tried to get stuck between a rock and a hard place 

(literally) or  race to scoop up rubber duckies from a pond while 

strapped to a zip line. This show includes some science, but also stuff 

that’s just plain fun! Age Recommendation: 7 – 14.  

Good Eats 

Did you know that food is educational, too? Learn the science of food and cooking with this 

funny show starring Alton Brown while learning good recipes, too! Age Recommendation: 9+.  
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A Case for  
PEACE By Nora, age 14 

Writer’s Board Member 

The Nobel Peace Prize: an award intended to com-

memorate the deserving champions of peace. On 

November 27, 1895, Alfred Nobel finalized his 

last will and testament, donating the majority of 

his substantial fortune to award peacemakers. Of 

late, the Nobel Peace Prize jury is under investiga-

tion for drifting from Alfred Nobel’s original in-

tent for the esteemed prize. Alfred stated that the 

award should honor, “work for fraternity between 

nations for the abolishment and reduction of stand-

ing armies for the holding and promotion of peace 

congress.” Though these guidelines remain some-

what vague, it is unarguable that Nobel had in 

mind the peace movement.  

Many critics articulate that the will of Al-

fred Nobel is not being honored because, since 

World War II, the prize committee has primarily 

opened the doors to allow environmentalists and 

humanitarians to receive the prize. One persistent 

critic, Frederick Heffermehl, states that, “The orig-

inal purpose of the prize was to diminish the role 

of military powers in international relations.” The 

authority that overlooks the Nobel Peace Prize 

asked the Nobel foundation to respond to these 

accusations. Geir Lundestad, the secretary of the 

Norwegian Nobel Committee, responded to Hef-

fermehl’s allegations by saying, “Fighting climate 

change is definitely closely related to fraternity 

between nations. It even concerns the survival of 

some states.” Nevertheless, the Nobel Peace Prize 

committee remains under investigation for the re-

cent awards they have administered, which have 

absolutely nothing to do with “fraternity between 

nations.” For example, in 2007, Al Gore received 

the award simply because he was on the United 

Nation’s panel to push for Global Warming. In 

addition, current United States President, Barack 

Obama won the respected prize for his 

“extraordinary efforts” to boost international di-

plomacy. Heffermehl responds to this claim by 

saying, “Do you see Obama as a promoter of abol-

ishing the military as a tool of international af-

fair?” Though the world rarely agrees on who de-

serves the Nobel Peace Prize, and the final choice 

often begins fiery debate, the prize must to given 

to a person or persons who have fought for peace 

according to Nobel’s guidelines. If the award is 

given to someone who has not adhered to these 

requirements, the board has the power to suspend 

the foundation’s decisions for up to three years 

prior. The prize committee does have the preroga-

tive to adjust the rules to today’s society, but peace 

work according to the last will and testament of 

Alfred Nobel must be at the core of their decisions. 

The nominees for this year’s Nobel Peace Prize are 

a Russian human rights activist, an incarcerated 

former Ukrainian prime Minister, and two Cuban 

rights activists. We will see if this year’s award, to 

be presented on the anniversary of Nobel’s death, 

will reflect political ambitions, or the founder’s 

original wishes. 

 

Ritter, Karl. "Nobel Peace Prize Jury Under Investigation." Associated Press. (2012): n. page. Web. 21 Feb. 2012. 

<http://hosted2.ap.org/NHCON/ec8df2ed98584c72927434a8c06ffd20/Article_2012-02-01-EU-Nobel-Peace-

Prize/id-9ff8ef836ecb41e18d5653470a3cc6ec>.  

WORK CITED 
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The Story of  My LifeThe Story of  My Life  
By Sarah 

It didn’t leave a scar, it simply left a mark, but it changed 

my life forever. During those seven years I grew, I matured. 

I changed from a child to a Christian woman. And at the end 

when I —but I am getting ahead of my story. 

 My life began sixteen years ago in a small house 

on Burbury Street. I would say it was the cleanest street in 

London for it even had a gutter where people could throw 

their waste. For eight lovely years, I grew up surrounded by 

four older brother and three younger sisters who would play 

‘kick the can’ with me.  

 We grew up wealthier than those around us—we 

even had a hunk of bacon in our broth on Sunday to go with 

black bread. I helped my mother as much as I could with 

house work but if she suggested that I do something that I 

didn’t want to do, it was la catastrophe. My foot would 

work up and down like a steam engine and my face would 

take on a horrible pout.  

 My mother gently tried to correct me and bring me 

up as a docile and obedient daughter, but I had already been 

poisoned with thinking I knew best. I had always loved 

helping poor people and I dreamed of becoming a nurse and 

helping the wretches around me. Nothing could stop me 

from thinking this and as I defiantly told my mother: 

“Dreams are free and you can’t stop me from it.” 

 I had gone to visit a relative in the countryside for 

several weeks. On returning, I was walking back from the 

center of London where the carriage had left me, when I 

was roughly grabbed aside into a dark alley, handcuffed, 

gagged, blindfolded.  I fought with all my might but it was 

useless. I was terrified and disoriented as I felt myself being 

picked up and carried…somewhere.  

 I suppose I must have lost all consciousness then, 

for the next thing I knew, I had wakened in a dark room. 

The filthy wallpaper peeled and crumbled beneath the 

slightest touch. To my right, a small, heavily barred window 

let in one pitiful shaft of murky light. Directly in front of me 

sat a couch, heavy with dust and frayed on all the edges. To 

my left, was a door and behind me was more wallpaper. The 

whole atmosphere was morose and I shuddered slightly. 

 

That room was to be mine for the long years of my impris-

onment and the house, I found out later, belonged to Mrs. 

Jonathan B. Wright.  

 The first night I was there, a toothless maid came 

to me in my room. 

“Mrs. Wright wants to see you, girl. ‘Urry up, girl!” 

I dragged my feet and hung my head as I followed her. A 

door creaked in front of me and I could see in. To the right, 

a pathetic fire crackled in fireplace. Near the fire sat an aged 

lady with a face like a dried apricot. 

“Margaret? Is that you? Come here lass.” 

I walked deliberately to the opposite side of the room from 

her and stared. 

“I will do no such thing. Tell me first who you are, how you 

know me, and how I got here.” 

“Margaret, I must tell you, while you were gone, your 

whole family died of paludism. I heard of it from your fa-

ther and arranged that you should be taken to me before you 

reached your house.” She said gently but with a gleam in 

her eyes which I didn’t understand at the time.  

My eyes blurred but I shook my head in disbelief.  

“No, no…It can’t be!” I choked out. “I must see for myself 

before I believe. Let me go, let me go!” 

“Don’t you dare!” she hissed, “Maggie, take her back to her 

room! No supper for her tonight. It will teach her to not 

contradict her elders.” 

I found that Mrs. Wright always kept her doors locked for 

the sole purpose of keeping me in. Never was I allowed out 

except into her rickety back courtyard to tend to her vegeta-

ble garden (and woe to me if she found the slightest weed). 

As I learned quickly, the reed whip suspended on the wall 

certainly was not for decoration.  

\It puzzled me why Mrs. Wright was so cruel to me. I had 

nothing against her and so, week after week, month after 

month, year after year, I bided my time. I sometimes won-

dered why nobody came to look for me and I often hoped 

someone I knew would come to find me. My heart was re-

belling in side of me and whenever Mrs. Wright’s back was 

turned,  
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I would stick my tongue out at her. She seemed to take a 

certain joy in beating me and hatred would swell up in my 

mind. 

 About three years ago, I was shaking out a one of 

the pillows of my couch, when I suddenly felt something 

hard push against my hand and saw that one of the seams 

was open. In feverish excitement, I stuck my hand in and 

pulled out…a Bible. It was old and decrepit and some of the 

pages were torn straight down the middle but I could read it. 

I learned the fascinating stories of Joseph, Daniel, and of 

course, the heart rending one about Christ dying for us. As I 

read them over and over again, I realized that I too needed a 

savior. One day, I knelt down and prayed. 

 “Lord, I want to belong to you. Please help me to 

love you always and love Mrs. Wright even though she is so 

brutal. You loved me first, Lord, and so I see now that you 

wanted me to come here so I would learn to know and love 

you. Thank you for the roof over my head and the pit of 

food in my stomach. Amen” 

 I got up from my knees with a much lighter heart 

that I had ever had before. Mrs. Wright also seemed to no-

tice my change in attitude. I no longer spoke back to her or 

uttered snide remarks. I occasionally saw a strange expres-

sion come over her face as she looked at me and I often 

wondered what it was about. 

 At last, about year ago, Mrs. Wright died of an 

unknown malady and two hours before, she called me to her 

bedside. In a feeble voice she spoke, “Margaret, I have 

treated you very wrongly. Sit down. I must tell you a story.” 

I sat down, she closed her eyes and began. 

 “Twenty years ago, my sister married your father’s 

eighth cousin. Our family didn’t approve of the match but 

before they could be stopped, they eloped together and have 

never been seen since. She was my favorite sister and her 

disappearance was a bitter blow and I was told that your 

father, especially, helped them. Ever since then, I have car-

ried a grudge against your farther. I never had the oppor-

tunity to get even until I thought of the splendid idea struck 

me of kidnapping one of  his children.  

I hired a spy to locate and kidnap you. I told him to take the 

healthiest looking girl there was because I also needed a 

servant girl. When you came, I delighted in whipping you. It 

was as if I were atoning for my sister. It gave me even more 

pleasure to see that you hated me. But three years ago, you 

changed completely. Your behavior towards me was re-

markable and I started to feel sorry for my heartlessness. 

 

Margaret, I think, I believe, your parents are still living. I 

don’t know where because I heard that they moved but I 

think that they are somewhere out there.” 

 She leaned back against her pillows, short of 

breath. Opening her eyes, she seized my hand.  

“Margaret, I have been so wrong. I meant never to tell you, 

but I feel now that I cannot die without your forgiveness. 

Will you, oh, will you forgive me?” she pleaded feebly. 

 My thoughts whirled. Could I forgive this cruel, 

ruthless woman who had robbed me of many precious years 

and who had unmercifully whipped almost constantly me? I 

am sure that three years ago I would not have been able to. 

Yet it was three years ago that I had discovered that small 

book that changed me so completely.  

 Christ had forgiven the Jews even when they tor-

tured and killed Him. I thought of that then as I looked at 

the tormented person before me.  

“Yes Mrs. Wright,” I replied, “I will forgive you.” 

 Needless to say, after Mrs. Wright’s death, I 

searched out my parents. I suppose you can imagine what a 

happy reunion that was, and even happier was I when my 

whole family accepted Jesus as their Lord and Savior. 
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TheThe  HHistory istory of of AApril pril FFool’s ool’s DDayay  

By Trisha, age 1600 

“April Fool’s Day,” also known as “All Fool’s 

Day” or “Taily Day,” is celebrated in many 

countries around the world on the first day of 

April. In Rome, a similar holiday is celebrated on 

March 25th and is called “The Festival of Hilaria” or 

“Roman Laughing Day.” In India, “The Huli Festi-

val” is celebrated on March 31st, and people play 

jokes on each other while celebrating the arrival of 

spring. There are many, many, 

other variations of a prankster 

holiday around the world and 

an equivalent can be found in 

almost every culture. But how 

did a holiday when people play 

jokes on each other originate? 

The answer might lie in France, 

1582. 

During the reign of King Charles 

IX, the Gregorian calendar was 

introduced. At that time, New 

Years was celebrated during 

New Years Week, which was from March 25th to 

April 1st. However, the reform of the calendar 

moved the day that marked the beginning of the 

New Year to January 1st.  

Since there was no television, internet, or phones 

to spread the word, news traveled slowly and 

some people did not know of this change until sev-

eral years later. Others, feeling rebellious, did not 

accept this sudden change and continued to cele-

brate New Years on the last day of what was for-

mally New Years Week— April 1st.  

The people who did not acknowledge the date 

change, whether by choice or by accident, were 

called fools by nearly everyone else. The “fools” 

who still thought that the New Year celebration 

ended on April 1st were the subject of many jokes.  

They were sent invitations to parties that did not 

exist, sent on “fool errands,” and had many other 

pranks played on them. The people who had 

pranks played on them became known as “poisson 

d'avril” or “April fish” because a naïve young fish is 

easily caught. A common joke was to attach paper 

fish onto the backs of the 

“April fish,” and many people 

still play this joke today in 

countries such as France and 

Italy.  

The pranks played on “April 

fish” eventually became a tra-

dition, and soon everyone be-

gan messing with each other 

on the 1st day of April. By the 

18th century, the holiday 

“April Fool’s Day” was spread 

from France to other places such as Britain and 

Scotland. The holiday was eventually spread to 

American colonies by the English and the French.  

In some countries, April Fool’s Day lasts all day, 

while in other countries jokes must only be played 

until noon or else the prankster himself becomes 

an April Fool.  

No matter where you live in the world, it’s likely 

that within the first few months of the year you’re 

going to encounter a day when people play jokes 

on you. Now you know the main theory as to why 

it all started— but you still don’t know just when a 

friend or family member might pull a prank on you 

on April Fool’s Day!  
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Funny StoriesFunny StoriesFunny Stories   
Told by Homeschooled Girls Like You! 

Nicole, 13 

I was playing hide and seek in the dark at a 

homeschool event and suddenly someone fell 

off a table! 

Sarah S, 13 

I was  hanging out with some homeschooled 

friends and one of them accidentally dropped a 

rock on someone’s car! (But nothing broke) 

Shelby, 12 

Me and my sister were running from our home-

school center up to a 7/11 and I tripped on a 

step and fell on my face! 

Dana, 14 

I was  doing some homeschool  homework and I went 

upstairs for 10 minutes. When I came back down, my 

dog had turned it into.. Well let’s just say the paper got 

“graded.” Completely and utterly “graded.” 

Trisha, 16 

I was  at a homeschool Shakespeare play practice, and the 

drama instructor told one boy to say his line- “Ha!” -more 

forcefully. “Ha!” he yelled, throwing arms in the air, and his 

script  went flying far behind a giant radiator! 

Pictures: Sarah, age 13, Dana, age 14, and Shelby, age 12 
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How to Escape from and Deter a Tyrannosaurus Rex 

 Knowing how 

to escape from and deter a Ty-

rannosaurus Rex is very important if 

you have access to a time machine, 

but no idea how to safely use it. 

Going to the Cretaceous period is extreme-

ly dangerous for small mammals like us, 

but if you're really determined, at least 

read this guide before you embark. 

Tyrannosaurus is not the only threat 

you'll meet, and definitely not the larg-

est, but it's a good place to start. Ty-

rannosaurus is a bipedal carnivore, which 

means he walks on two legs and eats meat. 

There is a large debate over whether he 

was a carnivore or a scavenger. I'm sure 

you'll find out soon, but I would guess 

that you would like to be prepared for the 

first, just in case. 

 The first thing you will need is C.S. 

Repellent. (Carnivorous Saurian Repel-

lent.) T-Rex had an extremely heightened 

sense of smell, and this chemical comes 

in a spray bottle that will temporarily 

distract him. Simply hold the metal con-

tainer up and aim it towards his face. 

Timing is essential. Too soon and you'll 

miss. Too late and, well... I think you 

get the point. (By the way, you can buy 

C . S .  R e p e l l e n t  a t 

www.CretaceousTravelAids.com.) This re-

pellent is similar to pepper spray in 

many ways. It also contains garlic, 

which is very disturbing to T-Rex’s 

sensitive nose. It may also work on rap-

tors, but this is not a confirmed fact. 

 The next thing to add to your kit is 

booster shoes. Some paleontologists be-

lieve that T-Rex was capable of running at 

speeds up to 43 miles per hour. In that 

case, you will need to be able to quickly 

flee.  Booster shoes will help you become 

airborne in a matter of seconds. Hopefully 

you will be able to outrun the Tyrannosaur 

without crashing into any pterosaurs. If 

this happens duck your head so don’t get 

your eyes pecked out. Screaming for your 

life could also be very affective. It 

might scare the flying reptile away.  If 

not, “Squawk, Squawk” is pterosaur for 

“I do not wish to be disturbed.” You can 

acquire booster shoes at Time Travel Tools 

R us stores. 

By Lydia, age 13 

http://www.cretaceoustravelaids.com/
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The last thing you will need is Quick 

Trick return time travel machine. Unless 

you want to spend the rest of your days on 

Pangaea, you'll need a way to get back 

home. The Quick Trick will do just that, 

quickly and efficiently. All you do is 

punch in the date and time to which you 

would like to go, and then press enter. Of 

course, if you have a Tyrannosaur tooth 

three inches from your head that might 

take a little too much time. I would sug-

gest setting a “home location” before 

going to the Cretaceous.  You can find the 

directions online by looking up the “Time 

Travel Tools Handbook.” This device is 

made by Just in Time Outfitters. Oh, just 

so you know, they can be used as a regular 

time machine, but I would recommend the 

usual box kind to get started. Sometimes 

these malfunction when traveling back in 

time; forwards is best. 

 Now that we have all the tools explained, 

I will tell you the things you should NEV-

ER do around a Tyrannosaurus Rex. These 

are very important; I suggest you pay at-

tention. 

 My first bit of advice is: if you ever 

see a baby Tyrannosaur, run the other way! 

Those things are very fast, and have un-

pleasantly sharp teeth. Not only that, but 

mother Tyrannosaurs are rather protective 

of their young. You will most likely end 

up as nursery food if you interfere. 

 Another thing: don't stand under or 

close to a Tyrannosaurus (or any other 

dinosaur for that matter). T-Rex weighed 

up to 6.5 metric tons. Its feet were 

about 3 feet long. Enough said. 

 There are many more bits of advice I 

could give you before you hit the road. 

But, it wouldn't be much fun knowing 

everything ahead of time. This way, 

it'll be a big adventure. After all, if 

you enter a time machine, you have to be 

willing to accept the consequences. Bon 

Voyage! 
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Great Great April Fool’s Day April Fool’s Day PranksPranks  
hahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahaha 

hahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahaha 

1. Switch the salt and the sugar. This classic prank has been 

used for decades, but no one ever suspects it! 

2. Tape the end of the toilet paper roll down. Whoever uses the 

toilet next will spin the roll until he or she figures out what hap-

pened! 

3. Switch the cereal bags in two boxes. Put bag of cereal A into 

cereal B’s box, and vice versa. 

4. Switch beds with your sibling before you go to bed. Tell your 

mom or dad to come in and wake you up in the morning so that 

you can set off some pranks. They’ll be surprised to find your 

sibling there instead! 

5. Turn your family computer off, and put a blank sheet of black 

paper over the screen. The next person that gets on and turns 

on the computer will think that something is wrong with the 

screen! 

6. Switch your family computer’s screen saver to a customizable 

one that allows you to type in what you want it to say. Type 

“April Fools!” and set the screen saver to come on after one mi-

nute of inactivity. 

7. Put confetti or shredded paper on any ceiling fan blades you 

have in your house. When someone turns the fan on the confetti 

should fall off. 

8. Fill your parents’ glasses with water and put their toothbrush-

es in them. Put the glasses in the freezer at night and take them 

out in the morning. When they try to take out their toothbrushes 

in the morning they’ll take the whole glass with them! 

9. If you use a bar soap in your bathroom, cover it in petroleum 

jelly, and make sure that you’re not the first one to wash your 

hands in the morning! 

10. Right at the beginning of the day, tell your sibling that you 

have a great April Fools’ Day prank planned. Keep telling him 

that throughout the day, and he’ll go crazy trying to figure out 

what it is. At the end of the day reveal to him that there was 

never any prank! 

hahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahaha 

HA!HA!  

HA!HA!  
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philosophy: do we have a free will?  
By Nora, age 14, Writers’ Board Member 

Who doesn’t love Calvin and Hobbes? The popular 

comic by Bill Watterson is a favorite of all ages, but did you 

know that Hobbes is named after the philosopher Thomas 

Hobbes? Thomas Hobbes of Malmesbury lived from 1588-1679. 

He is most famous for his work in political philosophy. One im-

portant question that Thomas Hobbes considered is whether 

human beings have a “free will.” Hobbes’ answer to this ques-

tion was, no, human beings do not have free will. Your first reac-

tion to this opinion is likely to be much like mine. “What? Right 

now I am proving that I have free will by choosing to read this 

article. If I want, I can just stop reading and go do something 

else!” As with most philosophy, it will be hard to get any further 

without some clarification about what exactly Hobbes means 

when he says “free will.”  

When Hobbes says that humans do not have free will, 

he means that there are always various factors influencing peo-

ple’s choices. When we make a choice it is not at random. There 

is usually some reason behind our choice. Most of us can agree 

with this. When you decided to read this article you did not do 

so at random. Perhaps you thought that the title was inter-

esting, or you are interested in philosophy. Even when it seems 

that you have made a choice for no reason, there are almost 

always factors that determine your choice. Let’s take the exam-

ple of why you are continuing to read this article. Maybe you 

are simply comfortable where you are, and as a result you un-

consciously decide to remain and finish the article. Regardless of 

whether you find it interesting. Whereas if you are uncomforta-

ble where you are, you may be too distracted to finish the arti-

cle, and instead decide to move somewhere else, abandoning 

the topic of free will. The outside force in this scenario is your 

comfort, influencing your choice to move or not. Although you 

made this decision, the fact that 

you are content influenced your 

decision. Thus, you do not have a 

free will – at least according to 

Hobbes’ definition.  

Although the idea that you 

do not have a free will may seem 

as creepy as the multiverse theory, 

once you really think about the idea free will is simply the way 

that we make small or large decisions every single day. Hobbes 

is asking us to realize that, although we do have choices, there 

are many different factors in making our decisions, and we do 

not have control over all of these factors.  

So if we cannot control all of the factors that go into 

making our decisions, and thus we do not have a free will, we 

shouldn’t blame people for what they do. If a student decides to 

cheat on a test and they do not have a free will, then how can 

we blame them for the actions that they took? Not being able to 

control everything and not being able to control what we do are 

two very different things. Look back over the definition of free 

will. Yes, there may have been many factors in the student final-

ly deciding to cheat. Perhaps they are falling behind in school 

and their parents are threatening to punish them if their grades 

do not improve. It is also entirely possible that misbehaving and 

not getting caught seems exciting to them. These are all poten-

tial factors in making the decision to cheat, but in the end the 

student decided to cheat on the test, in much the same way 

that you have decided to continue reading this article. And they 

still have to accept responsibility for their actions.   

If you stop and think about it, Thomas Hobbes’ consid-

eration of free will sounds exactly like something that Calvin and 

Hobbes would discuss, or that Calvin would try to work to his 

benefit. If you are like Calvin, you will probably use the infor-

mation that I have just provided you with to attempt to con-

vince your parents that you are not responsible for your actions, 

as you have no free will. Although this isn’t what free will 

means, if you are like Calvin this likely won’t bother you. 
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First you have to accept the fact that 

you probably won’t be meeting 

nearly as many homeschooled 

friends as you did before. You can 

start trying to look for friends who go 

to school, because they can be just 

as fun to be around as homeschool-

ers. 

The easiest way to find more home-

schooled friends is to sign up for a 

Back-to-Homeschool pen pal! Email 

bthpenpals@yahoo.com for more 

information. 

But if you want homeschooled friends 

that you’re able to talk to in person, 

then go looking for them! If there’s an 

umbrella homeschool group where 

you live, contact them to possibly 

meet more homeschoolers. You 

could also sign up for a homeschool 

convention in your area, because 

there will be plenty of homeschoolers 

there. 

There’s also the chance that you’ll 

meet a homeschooler at your clubs 

and teams. But they might be there 

and you have no idea, so ask every-

one you meet about it! You can say 

something like, “So are you middle 

school aged?” and if they reply with, 

“Yes, I’m in sixth grade this year,” then 

you know they probably go to school, 

but they may respond with, “Actually, 

I’m homeschooled.” Instant home-

schooling friend! And you never would 

have known unless you had asked! So 

ask everyone! Also, the more activities 

you sign up for, the bigger the chance 

there will be that you’ll meet a home-

schooler.  

Another thing you can try– although 

you’ll be taking on a big project— is to 

start your own homeschool group with 

your homeschooling parent!  You can 

begin by creating an email or Face-

book group and a blog or website to 

invite people to join, and have meet-

ups at the park. You can choose 

whether you want to meet once a 

week, once every two weeks, or 

once a month to start with.   

But what if in the end there just 

aren’t very many homeschoolers 

where you live? Well, make friends 

with people who go to school! 

There are lots of schooled girls out 

there just waiting for you! 

 

 

 

Homeschool Q&A 
I just moved to a new town, but there are 

no homeschool groups! How can I meet 

more homeschoolers here?  

Have your mom 

join local online 

homeschooling 

email groups and 

social networking 

groups to see if 

you can find out 

where the nearby 

homeschooled 

kids like to meet 

up! 
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What to Write? 
Homeschool Writing Ideas 

Some people love to write. Others do not. Some people always have writing ideas. Most others do 

not! So for all you “others” out there, this is the article for you! Sure, we all know about research 

papers and short stories, but what else is there out there? Read on to  find some great writing ideas 

for your next homeschool writing project! 

Comparison & Contrast Paper 

Find two subjects and compare and contrast them– find the things that are the same and the things 

that are different about the two subjects.  Come up with a thesis statement— are you arguing that 

the two subjects are similar or different?  

Interview 

Interviews are always fun, and they are easy because you don’t have to think about what to write, 

you write about what other people say! Interview a friend, sibling, parent, grandparent, or anyone 

you can find who’ll cooperate! You can also try interviewing people who work at various places 

and then write a paper about the different jobs and what people think of them.  

Cause and Effect Paper 

Write about the causes and effects of  a subject of your choosing. Say, the extinction of animals. 

What causes the extinction of animals? What effects does the extinction have?  

Comic Book 

For those of you who like to draw, this is the writing project for you! Write a short story and illus-

trate it with exciting pictures and dialogue bubbles that state what the different characters say! 

Review 

What did you think about that last book you read? What was your opinion of that movie you just 

watched? How good are your new shoes? Put your answer into words and write a review! If 

you’re really into reviewing, you can try starting a review blog and share your reviews with the 

world! Blogs are great ways to get your writing done, and also great for sharing your thoughts.  

Journal 

Writing in  a journal is an easy way to find something to write about– write about  your life! 

 

hey 
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HomeHomeHomeschooledschooledschooled   

The DanceThe DanceThe Dance   By Trisha, age 16 

Alicia is 16 years old and has been homeschooled all her life. She likes 

artwork and photography. Her homeschooling style is normally self-

schooling. 

Leanne is 13 years old and went to public school until she was 9. Now 

she loves being homeschooled in the unschooling style and especially 

loves writing.  

Kylee is 10 years old and has been homeschooled all her life, but is 

struggling with the fact that she might be considering starting public 

school. Besides being homeschooled, Kylee takes martial arts classes. 

Annie is her little sister.  

Annie is 7 years old and is happy to be learning how to read for her 

homeschool-work. She loves playing outside and is very rational even 

though she is the youngest of her friends! 

Cory is 0 years old and is in his last year of homeschool high school in the 

school-at-home style. He is in the same homeschool group that Alicia, 

Leanne, Kylee, and Annie are and often acts like a big brother to the 

younger homeschooled kids. 

Characters 

Read a new “Homeschooled” story every issue! 

“Isn’t it beautiful?” Alicia twirled, showing 

her new dress to her friend Leanne. “Yes! I 

wish I had one!” exclaimed Leanne, reaching 

out to touch the sparkling fabric. “You wish 

you had one— I ALREADY have one and I 

can’t even wear it,” noted Kylee, “because 

I’m not old enough to go to a homeschool 

dance.” “Hey, hey, stop being selfish, guys,” 

Cory said, waving his hands about, “When 

you’re Alicia’s age, you’ll be able to go to a 

homeschool prom, too. It’s her  moment— 

let it be special!” “You’re one to talk,” 

laughed Leanne, “you get to go to the dance 

with her!” Cory blushed and quickly turned 

the other way. “I think Cory is right,” Annie 

piped up, “we should make sure that Alicia 

has the best homeschool prom day ever!” 

Kylee crossed her arms indignantly, but nod-

ded in agreement. “I sure wish you all could 

come,” Alicia said, “But you have to be 14 or 

older, so only me and Cory can go to the 

homeschool prom.” “One more year,” 

sighed Leanne, who was 13, “and then I can 

go to a dance, too.”  “Hey, I have an idea!” 

announced Kylee excitedly, “We can start 

our own homeschool dance for younger 

kids!” “How?” Annie asked her older sister. 

“Well, we can have it at the nearby home-

school center,” said Kylee, “and I’m sure that 

my mom will be happy to help out.” “Oooh!” 

squealed Leanne, “I’m gonna buy a dress, 

and streamers, and balloons, and candles— 
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It’ll be amazing!” “Do you have money to 

buy all that?” Cory asked. “Yeah, I’ve 

been saving up birthday and holiday 

money for just such an occasion!” Leanne 

giggled. “What do you think— a pink 

dress or a gold dress?” she asked Annie. 

“No, silver or purple.” Annie said decid-

edly. Leanne looked like she was going to 

say something back, but Alicia spoke first.  

“Wait a minute,” said Alicia, “I’m all for 

this idea, but we need to find out if it’s 

okay to have it at the homeschool center 

first. Kylee, you should 

call your mom and ask.”  

The next day, the kids 

had all met at the 

homeschool center with 

Kylee and Annie’s mom. 

She had organized a 

school dance when she 

was young and was 

completely fine with the 

idea of the homeschool 

prom. Since she taught 

a class— physics— at 

the homeschool center, 

she’d encountered no 

problem when asking for permission to 

host a dance there. “I’ll be planning the 

dance with you,” said Kylee to Leanne, 

“Annie, you’ll be our right-hand girl.” 

“Sounds good to me!” said Annie happily. 

“You two have fun preparing for going to 

your own homeschool prom,” Kylee in-

structed Alicia and Cory, “but if you want 

to help us in any way, that will be fine.” 

Alicia and Cory glanced at each other. 

Alicia wondered how this was going to 

turn out— Kylee was well organized, but 

sometimes it was hard to remember that 

she was only 10 1/2, and Leanne fre-

quently got all excited about something 

and forgot about the practicalities. “Um, 

okay.” said Cory, and he led Alicia out of 

the center. “Let’s leave them to it— 

they’ll call us if they need help. Right?” 

Cory looked at the three younger girls. 

“Right!” said Annie. The other two were-

n’t listening. Kylee and Annie’s mom said, 

“Okay, you three, I’ll be in the next room 

if you need me. Write out a list of ideas 

and I’ll help you get things set up.” 

Pretty soon, the three girls had created a 

list of what the needed for the dance and 

date ideas. It was to be held on the 11th 

of the coming month from 7:00 to 10:00 

PM.” “Because 10:00 PM is like, way past 

my bedtime!” announced Annie, chuck-

ling. “First thing’s 

first,” said Leanne, 

“Dress time!” “We 

already have dress-

es,” said Kylee and 

Annie simultaneous-

ly. Kylee was very 

proud of her dress, 

which was given to 

her as a birthday 

present. It was blue 

with purple sequins. 

Annie had plenty of 

dresses— she was 

still young enough 

that her grandparents would bring her 

“cute kid clothes” all the time. “I’ll get 

some other friends to come, then” said 

Leanne. “You two find out who can be 

the DJ for the music.” Leanne rushed off.  

She quickly found some other girls she 

knew who were hanging out at the 

homeschool center— Lisa and Audrey. 

Lisa was almost 12 and she had medium-

length blond hair and hazel eyes. Audrey 

was about to turn 13 and she had shoul-

der-length brown hair and was a little 

short for her age, but she didn’t mind. 

Leanne was in a drama club with them. 

“Hey, girls!” said Leanne, “Do you want 

to go buy prom dresses with me?” 

“You’re going to a dance?” asked Audrey. 

“WE’RE going to a dance!” said Leanne, 

“Me, Kylee, and Annie are having it right 
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here!” “Cool!” said Lisa, “But… I don’t 

have any money for a dress. Aren’t they, 

like, really expensive?” “Not if we get 

them used, and I have plenty of money. I 

can pay for both of your dresses!”  

Leanne quickly got permission from their 

parents to walk over to the used dress 

store. It wasn’t very far away, and the 

homeschool center was in a very safe 

neighborhood. “Ooh! Look, Leanne!” ex-

claimed Audrey, “This blue dress is 

pretty!” “Then it’s yours, “ said Leanne 

generously. “Look at this 

sliver one!” said Lisa 

happily. “That now be-

longs to you!” said 

Leanne, “Now… silver or 

purple for me?” 

“Definitely purple,” be-

gan Audrey, but Leanne 

had caught her eye on a 

dark pink dress and de-

cided that she would try 

that one instead. 

Meanwhile, while 

Leanne and her friends 

were trying on dresses, Kylee and Annie 

had planned the rest of the dance. “I’m 

sure Cory won’t mind being the DJ,” said 

Annie, “He’s very nice and has a lot of 

music.” The two ran their ideas by their 

mother and she ran them by the owners 

of the homeschool center. Soon, every-

thing was planned out and ready to go.  

The big day arrived quickly. Kylee, Annie, 

Leanne, and their friends Lisa and Audrey 

decorated the room that the dance would 

be held one day before the event. At the 

same time, Alicia and Cory were heading 

to their homeschool prom. 

“You look beautiful,” said Cory, looking at 

Alicia in her floor-length dress. It was 

shimmering black with a red sequin band 

around the waist. “Thanks,” replied Alicia, 

“And you look very… tuxedo-ish.” “It’s 

true!” laughed Cory, and the two drove to 

the dance. They had a great time; dancing 

to music, talking to the other home-

schooled teens, and getting their pictures 

taken. Alicia was happy that she’d been 

able to go to the dance with Cory, be-

cause he was one of the only people that 

she knew at the prom. Still, they both 

made new friends and had a blast.  

The next day, Kylee gazed at herself in the 

mirror. She was hap-

py that she was fi-

nally able to wear 

her gown some-

where. Annie wasn’t 

so excited about the 

dress, she was more 

excited about danc-

ing! “What are we 

waiting for?” yelled 

Leanne, “I’ve looked 

at my dress long 

enough! To the 

dance!” 

The girls got into Kylee’s mom’s car, as 

she was going to drive them to the home-

school center. When they got there, the 

building was transformed. Rather than full 

of toys and kids playing or taking classes, 

the lights were dimmed and their were 

plenty of shining decorations. They were 

the first ones there, but soon many chil-

dren ages seven to thirteen arrived, talk-

ing and laughing. Cory did a great job as 

the DJ, and Alicia was in charge of the 

snacks. Leanne, Kylee, and Alicia were 

very proud of themselves for organizing 

the event. Together, the homeschooled 

friends danced and laughed throughout 

the evening, having a great time. “This is 

the greatest party ever!” shouted Leanne. 

All the guests cheered.  
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Hello! I am a barosaurus here to 
teach you about my kind. We have been 

extinct for 65,000,000 years, but there are still traces 

of us left, such as the skeletons that you see in mu-

seums today. All the clues like these skeletons are 

doorways to the now non-existent lives of me and 

fellow barosauruses. Our lives were mysteriously 

blown away as whispers in the wind, but through 

research and discovery humans have found out 

much about us. 

 I am a sauropod, which is a large, herbivo-

rous dinosaur. Herbivorous means that we only eat 

plants. Unlike some dinosaurs, we do not eat other 

animals. 

I am in the Animal Kingdom, which is scientifically 

called Animalia. That is likely where the word 

“animal” was derived from. Many of you know 

about the Animal Kingdom, but it goes farther than 

that. There are other categories, such as the phy-

lum and class. The barosaurus is in the animal king-

dom as shown: 

Phylum, Chordata. (That means I have a backbone 

like you.) 

Class, Reptilia. (That is probably where the word 

Reptile came from. I am related to snakes and 

crocodiles.) 

Node, Dinosauria. (This is what connects me to oth-

er dinosaurs. We are all in the same node.) 

Order, Saurischia. (In 1888, a man named Harry 

Seeley split all the dinosaurs up into two different 

orders, or divisions. I am in Saurischia.) 

One more thing that is important about this is my 

family. I belong to Diplodocidae, and I am related 

to many other dinosaurs, such as the Diplodocus 

and the Supersaurus.  

It goes on much farther, but from there it gets ex-

tremely confusing. Let’s go on to some more facts. 

A full grown barosaurus, like myself, could grow to 

be longer than 86 feet. Talk about long! I wouldn’t 

be able to fit through your front door, let alone in-

side your house. I am probably longer than it!  Our 

eggs can be up to a foot tall. That’s exactly six time 

bigger than an average chicken egg, like the ones 

you usually eat. A barosaurus egg would probably 

make an omelet big enough for five or six humans 

to share!  

 Scientific discovery shows that we lived in the 

Morrison Formation, which is spread throughout 

what you humans know as the Western United 

States, right between the Great Plains and the 

Rocky Mountains. It was right on the edge of the 

ancient Sundance Sea, an arm of what you call 

the Artic Ocean.  

 No-one has yet found a barosaurus skull. 

However, related sauropods such as the Diplodo-

cus, have long, low skulls with peg-like teeth. 

My name, Barosaurus, comes from the Latin words 

Barys, meaning Heavy, and Saurus, meaning lizard. 

In short, Barosaurus means Heavy Lizard, which is 

very true, as we can weigh up to 20 tons.  

 Out of the many things that have been dis-

covered about us, no-one has ever found baro-

saurus feet. However, scientists say that, like other 

dinosaurs, they would have been digitigrade, 

meaning that all four of our feet bear five tiny toes. 

As a barosaurus, I know for sure whether or not this 

is true, but I say let the mysteries remain. You shall 

find out... Someday. 

 

BBAROSAURUAROSAURUSS  
THE 

By Anna, age 11 
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Seasonal SectionSeasonal SectionSeasonal Section   
By Emma, age 14,  

Writers’ Board Member 

Topsy-Turvy Meal 

Surprise your family and friends with a topsy-turvy dinner for April Fool's Day! 
SERVE YOUR FAMILY: 

Serve your family: 

 "Meatloaf" 

 "Mashed potatoes and gravy"  

 "Peas and carrots"  

For meatloaf: Serve brownies.  

For mashed potatoes and gravy: Serve vanilla ice cream or vanilla pudding with caramel syrup for gravy. 

For peas and carrots: Serve green lemonheads or green gobstoppers for peas and orange twizzlers for carrots.  

 

  

Ways to look funny for a Topsy-Turvy April Fool's Day is to dress topsy-turvy...and upside down! 

 Wear gloves on your feet 

 Wear socks on your hands 

 Cut a hole for your head in the bottom of an old pair of pants and wear your pants like a shirt with your arms in the legs of the 
pants 

 Wear your shirt like pants, sewing or safety pinning the head hole closed and pinning or sewing it to fit the waist with your 
legs in the shirt's arms 

 Experiment and come up with your own topsy-turvy look! 

Topsy-Turvy Outfits 
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BTH Approved  

Online Homeschool Resources 

We know how hard it can be sometimes to find the perfect 

websites for homeschool-work, so we’ve done the work for 

you! Here are some great websites for you  to visit and utilize! 

Khan Academy- (http://www.khanacademy.org/) Math, sci-

ence, economics, and more, all in videos. 

Nat. Geo Kids- (http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/) Animals, 

countries, cool places, and more. 

Research & Documentation Online- (http://

bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/resdoc5e/) Finding and document-

ing sources for writing papers. 

Handwriting for Kids- (http://www.handwritingforkids.com/) 

More than just handwriting; also includes math, parts of 

speech, cursive, and more.  

Science for Kids- (http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/) All kinds of 

science. 

Kids Past- (http://kidspast.com/) All kinds of history information. 

Poets.org- (http://www.poets.org/) All kinds of poetry and poet 

information.  
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This was once the Arts and Photos page.  

We need submissions to keep BTH alive and well! 

Other sections that have not had any recent submissions include... 

 Your Homeschool Space 

 What Did You Do Today? 

 What Did You Do for Homeschool Today? 

 Global Spotlight 

 Free Bookmark 

 Interview with a Homeschooled Girl 

 Poetry Section 

 Homeschool Book Reviews 

 

What You Can Do 

 Write for some of these columns 

 Submit ideas for new columns that interest you 

 Spread the word about BTH so that other home-

schooled girls might write for Back-to-

Homeschool 
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 Cover: “a magazine for homeschooled girls” is written backwards. The 

colors of the BTH logo are reversed.  

 Page 5: There is no BTH house marking the end of the article.  

 Page 8: The shoe is facing the left as opposed to the usual right. The 

bottom of the page “laughs” at you with ha ha’s.  

 Page 10: Instead of a 3, number three is listed as 2.5.  

 Page 14: At the bottom of the page there is a hidden sentence that says, 

“Can you see this message?” 

 Page 24: Trisha is said to be age 1600.  

 Page 25: Sarah, Dana, and Shelby are in color, but the backgrounds of their 

photos are in black-and-white.  

 Page 26: www.CretaceousTravelAids.com is not a real website.  

 Page 28: The yellow border is made of the words “hahahahahahaha.”  

 Page 32: “Read a New ‘Homeschooled’ Story Every Issue” is written upside-

down. Cory is said to be 0 years old.  

STILL don’t see anything? Look one more time – 

Okay, fine, you still don’t see anything. Well, let me give you a big hint. I’m not going to 
reveal the model’s identity, because he probably doesn’t want that. 

OTHER TOPSY-TURVY CHANGES 

Still don’t see anything? Well, look again – 

The Cover 
Didn’t see anything wrong with the cover picture? Look again – 

http://www.cretaceoustravelaids.com/
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Thanks for reading 

 Back-to-Homeschool! 
www.bthmagazine.wordpress.com  

http://www.bthmagazine.wordpress.com

