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Hi, BTH readers! As you prob-

ably know, we’ve skipped an 

issue, so instead of the usual 

October/November issue 

we’re going to give you an 

August-November Super Is-

sue! This Super Issue is longer 

than usual and is full of all 

kinds of great content, includ-

ing our new Homeschool 

Opinions page and the first 

entry for our new column, 

the Continuing Story! Also in 

this issue, we have some 

news for you— Ijana is going 

to be retiring from being the 

head of the Writer’s Board 

and will leave BTH. Anna, pre-

viously a Writer’s Board 

member, is going to be taking 

her place. Don’t worry, 

though, Back-to-Homeschool 

will still continue on as usual! 

Read a letter from Ijana on 

page 4 for more information.  

We also have some more 

news for you— we are now 

accepting applications for the 

2013 Writers’ Board! Check 

out pages 5 and 6 for more 

information, and be sure to 

send in your applications! If 

you were a member of the 

2012 Writers’ Board, you can 

apply again, but we are also 

accepting applications from 

new writers.  

What else is in this issue? 

We’ve got plenty of cool con-

tent, including two articles on 

time travel and some great 

stories such as Fight like a 

Homeschooled Girl, On Slippery 

Slopes, and The Shimmering 

Waves. We have an article 

about gift ideas for the holi-

days, a page about planning a 

curriculum, a review of the 

musical Wicked and much 

more.  

Also, don’t forget to contribute 

your own content to BTH! We 

need more submissions for 

Arts and Photos, Global Spot-

light, The Way You Home-

school, What Did You Do To-

day, What Did You Do for 

Homeschool Today, and of 

course any other things you 

can think of! Now…. Enjoy! 

Welcome to our latest issue of Back-to-Homeschool! 

Issue 10 
August— 

November 

Want to advertise on the 

website for the most 

popular magazine for 

homeschooled girls? 

Don’t miss your chance! 

Email  

bthmagazine@yahoo.com 

for more  infor-

mation! 

Founders’ Page 

Back-to-Homeschool | August—November 2012 

mailto:bthmagazine@yahoo.com
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Letter from Ijana 

Dear Readers, 

The year and a half  I’ve been in charge of  creating 

Back-to-Homeschool has been amazing. What start-

ed out as an idea in the back of  my mind has blos-

somed into a full-length, international, online maga-

zine with the best readership I could have hoped 

for. Back-to-Homeschool has raised awareness of  

homeschooling, created relevant material for home-

schoolers to read, and connected homeschoolers 

from all over the planet. 

In the past few months, I’ve decided to start taking 

my life in different directions. Unfortunately this 

does not include BTH, so after this issue I will be 

leaving. BTH will continue being published, but will be run without me. Trisha will 

keep on as the sole founder, and Anna will take over as head of  the Writers’ Board, col-

lecting all the articles and submissions. Anna has done an amazing job on the Writers’ 

Board in her time there, and will do a wonderful job as its coordinator. 

Again, I’ve had such an amazing experience creating a magazine. It was the best project 

I ever took on, and I’m so glad I did. Trisha was the best co-founder to work with, the 

Writers’ Board was the best I could’ve picked, and the readers submitted so many great 

articles. Keep it all coming, girls. 

Though I’m stepping down from CEO, I do plan to contribute every now and then, so 
I won’t be leaving BTH completely. If  you still want to contact me, you can email 
bthmagazine@yahoo.com and messages will be forwarded to me. 
Thank you all for being the best readers ever! 

Ijana 

mailto:bthmagazine@yahoo.com
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Now Now Accepting Applications Accepting Applications for the for the 2013 2013   

BackBack--toto--HomeschoolHomeschool  
Writers’ Board!Writers’ Board!  

 
Hello everybody!  

This year of BTH magazines is winding to a 

close, but we'll be opening a new one with 

the December/January Issue!!! Consequently, 

we'll be looking for a new Writer's Board. Our 

wonderful girls Tera, Vera, Chloe, and Matilda 

will be returning as extra writers, but we'll 

need people to fill all the other positions.   

This year, there will be 12 possible positions 

on the Writer's Board. They are shown below, 

along with the post description. Your applica-

tion should be an example of your writing, 

based on what the position requirements are. 

 

Wildlife 

Write an article about wildlife! This does not 

necessarily restrict you to writing about ani-

mals, you could also write about plants or the 

environment in a certain area. Megan, age 14, 

who was our Wildlife author for 2012, once 

wrote about the wildlife in India. You could 

just choose to write about animals, but make 

sure you talk about more than one animal to 

make it interesting.  

 

Reporter “Interview” 

You would choose a famous person from his-

tory, such as Homer, or George Washington, 

or Marie Curie, or someone who you think 

people should know more about. Then, you 

would write up a list of questions that you’d 

like to ask that person if you could. Then re-

search and find the answers! Next, take those 

questions and discovered answers and write 

them as if you, or perhaps a fictional reporter, 

is interviewing them! Kendra, age 16, did this 

for our 2012 Writer’s Board, writing as Tam-

my Turnback, a fictional reporter she made 

up. Here is an sample, to give you an idea of 

what you should write: 

 

Tammy: Hello folks! Welcome to The Past 

Times. I’m your host, Tammy Turnback. To-

day, on our show, we have the bestselling au-

thor Homer, writer of the Iliad and the Odys-

sey. Isn’t that right? 

Homer: Oh, um yes, or at least according to 

tradition I am. 

Tammy: Yes, two marvelously constructed 

poems, all about the superheroes of Greece; if 

only we had such talent today! 

Homer: Well, I wouldn’t exactly put it that 

way. 

Tammy: And the most amazing thing is that 

you did it all without the help of your eyes! 

Homer: Just because tradition claims that I’m 

blind doesn’t make me stupid. 

 

You could use your own name as the reporter, 

or make one up. Have fun with this! 
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Philosophy 

Choose a philosophical subject that interests 

you, or maybe something that doesn’t make 

sense to you, and write about it! You could 

write about time, or pollution, or global 

warming, or anything that you just want to 

think about more, and take your thoughts 

and write them down. 

 

Seasonal Section 

You would think of four to six ideas that go 

with the current (northern hemisphere) sea-

son. They should be very easy to do and not 

require extensive directions. No pictures are 

necessary. 

 

Info Article 

Choose a topic that you think people should 

know more about, or a topic that is inter-

esting to you, and write about it! It could be 

about history, about geography, or science, 

or just about anything you want! 

 

Animal Profile 

Choose an animal and find out everything 

you can about it. Maybe describe it’s habitat, 

the nature of the animal, tell all about it! In-

clude pictures as well.  

 

Quiz 

You would create a quiz for each issue based 

on the theme of the issue. For example, if the 

issue was about animals the quiz could de-

cide your animal personality. It could take up 

no more than two pages. No pictures are 

necessary. 

 

Around the World 

For each issue you would research an as-

signed topic, such as food or holidays, and 

how it’s done around the world. For example, 

you could write up a short paragraph on food 

in the UK, China, Kenya, Austria, and whatev-

er other countries you would want to add. 

The article would have to be at least two pag-

es long, and no longer than four. You are al-

lowed to use larger font to decrease writing 

space. Pictures are optional, but would be 

nice. 

 

Recipe 

For each issue you would come up with one, 

two, or three recipes or snacks that are easy 

to make. The recipes should take up no more 

than two pages, and should include pictures. 

 

Craft 

You would make a 2-6 step craft for each is-

sue. The craft could take up no more than a 

page, and should include pictures. 

 

Poem 

You would write an original, at least eight line 

poem about the magazine topic.  

 

Short Story 

You would write an original short story on 

the magazine topic. For example, if the topic 

was Friendship you would write a story about 

friendship.  

 

Submissions should be sent in by December 

8th, 2012. If you are chosen you will receive 

an email but if you are not chosen you will 

not be notified. Along with your application, 

which should be exactly what you would 

write if you were on the board, you should 

include your first name, age, country/state, 

and a picture of yourself. 
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RECIPE INGREDIENTS 

Vanilla Cream CheeseVanilla Cream CheeseVanilla Cream Cheese   

FROSTING!FROSTING!FROSTING!   

By Trisha, age 17 

 1/2 pack of cream cheese 

 3 tablespoons of butter 

 1 tablespoon of vanilla extract 

 1/2 bag of powdered sugar 

 Milk as needed 

EQUIPMENT YOU WILL NEED 

 1 fork 

 1 hand mixer  

 1 spatula 

1. Mix softened butter and cream cheese  with  the fork.   

2. Add in a little of the powdered sugar ,  still blending with the fork.   

3. Add in a little milk— about a tablespoon— and add in more powdered sugar, continuing to mix.   

4. Add in the vanilla extract.  

5. Continue to gradually add in the powdered sugar, and add milk as needed, until the mixture has reached 

the desire consistency. 

6. Beat the frosting using the hand mixer until smooth and fluffy.  

7. Frost whatever you want!  We recommend  putting your frosting on top of delicious pumpkin muffins! 

Recipe 
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The Secret Language of Girls 

By Frances O'Roark Dowell 

Book Review: 

Reviewed by Cindy, age 12 

As much as we all want our 

friendships to last forever, 

sometimes things will change 

and best friends will drift apart. 

But that's okay, and life will still 

go on as they make new friends. 

This is what The Secret Lan-

guage of Girls is about. 

It's the story of two girls, Marilyn and 

Kate. Even though they have different 

personalities, they have a really close 

friendship. But then middle 

school starts. Marilyn has changed, 

while Kate hasn't changed as much. 

Marilyn befriends an older girl called 

Flannery, and they start spreading ru-

mors about Kate, which hurts her. 

When Flannery and Marilyn end their 

friendship, Kate thinks it's time to make 

up again. Unfortunately, she couldn't be 

farther from the truth. Marilyn scores a 

spot on the cheerleading team, and be-

comes one of the cheerleaders, who 

Kate consider snobby. Even though 

she's been hurt, Kate begins to make 

new friends and move on. At the end, 

Kate and Marilyn aren't adversaries an-

ymore, but things aren't the same be-

tween them. Life goes on, though, for 

both 

girls.  

When I first checked out this book, I as-

sumed it would be another of those typ-

ical stories about popularity and bullies. 

But it wasn't like that at all! The author 

writes in a easy style that captures how 

friendship is like for a middle-school 

girl. She does speak the "secret lan-

guage of girls". The characters of Kate 

and Marilyn seem realistic in my opin-

ion. Kate is a fun-loving, down-to-earth 

girl. Marilyn is a little harder to make 

out, but she does have a good heart in-

side. Kate's thoughts and emotions feel 

real, so real that it almost hurts. It made 

me feel sad how Kate was so hurt and 

confused by her best friend. But it also 

felt hopeful when the story mentions 

how life went on for both girls as they 

made new friends. 

 If you have been feeling lately that you 

and your best friend have started to 

drift apart, The Secret Language of Girls 

might be a good read for you! 
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It’s our new section, the Continuous Story!  Each issue will feature the next continuation of 
the story, and guess what? You get to write it! Write the next chapter of the story below, and it may 

be featured in the next Back-to-Homeschool. Send your submissions to kendraeardnek@gmail.com.  

~ The Continuous Story ~ 

Chapter 1 
By Kendra, Writers’ Board Member 

 
Jan sat at her desk, contemplating the picture that hung on the wall in front of her. It had not been there the 

day before, and she wasn’t sure where it had come from. Had her parents put it there? Probably. It wouldn’t have been 

the first time that they had, without warning, redone the décor of her room. 

Although, they usually did it during the day and while she was doing her home-school work outside, not 

while she was asleep. 

The picture was off a young girl, maybe seven or eight, sitting in a forest clearing. The girl’s pale blue eyes 

stared at Jan pleadingly, as a small hand pushed wild, dirty, blond hair out of them. Her other hand was in her lap, 

which also held an animal of some sort – though Jan could not tell what it was, apart from the fact that it was, indeed, 

an animal, due to the eyes that stared over the hem of the girl’s dirty and patched dress. 

Jan heard her mother calling her from downstairs, and roused herself, pulling her own dark brown hair into a 

pony-tail and out of her dark brown eyes, which was what she had been in the progress of doing when she had noticed 

the picture. She stood up and headed downstairs to find her mom in the kitchen. 

“What took you so long, dear?” her mother asked. 

“I was looking at the new picture in my room,” said Jan with a shrug. “It’s very, um, interesting.” 

“New picture?” said her mom, turning from the stove to face Jan. “What new picture?” 

“The one of the little girl,” said Jan, frowning. If her mom hadn’t put it there … 

“Huh,” said her mom, “maybe your dad put it there.” 

“I’m going to hope he did,” said Jan. “Otherwise that means that someone else snuck into my room.” By 

someone else, she meant her younger sister or younger brothers, who were not allowed in Jan’s room. Jan liked to 

keep her room very neat … and her younger siblings tended to mess it up every time they set foot in it. 

“You’ll have to talk to him about it when he gets home from school.” Jan’s mom set a plate of eggs down in 

front of Jan. “Now eat up, you’ve got a math test today.” 

As soon as she had finished and had rinsed her plate, fork, and juice glass and put them in the dishwasher, 

she headed to her desk to get her assigned schoolwork for the day. She carefully placed all of the books she would 

need into her backpack, and then headed outside. She was glad that her parents homeschooled her, because she 

thought best in the open air, and a formal school would have been absolute torture to her. 

She had a nice bit of woods behind her house, just enough to explore and think she was miles and miles 

away from any hint of civilization, but not enough to really get lost in. Into these woods she plunged, and soon found 

her rock. This was a good sized rock on which she liked to sit to do her school work. She sat down and opened her 

backpack. She pulled out her math. She had a test there today, and she always liked to get any tests she had done first 

each day, while her brain was still fresh. 

As she worked through her math problems, solving some quickly, others … not so quickly, she thought she 

heard someone calling her name. Her head shot up. 

“Hello? Anyone there?” she asked. She waited some time, but there was no answer. She shrugged and re-

turned to her test. 

Soon she had that over with and put it back into her back pack. As she went through the other books, trying 

to decide what to do next, a sudden chill crept down her spine, as though she were being watched. Slowly, she looked 

up from her bag. There was nothing there. Frowning, her gaze continued to travel upwards, until her neck was bent 

completely back. 

Her mouth went dry. There in the trees above her was a huge, tawny mountain lion. 

 

To Be Continued…. 

By YOU! 

mailto:kendraeardnek@gmail.com
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Time is a real funny thing, you 
know. Time is a big, long rope that ties us, 

other people, events, and places together. 
There are knots and bends and twists and 
turns, and some things are lost entirely in the 
ropes of time. Trying to understand things like 
time travel is just about impossible because... 
It doesn’t exist.  
 
Over the past six months I’ve had to do a lot 
of work trying to understand time travel, as 
I’m writing a book about it. The problem is, 
you can’t really research time travel because 
it’s not real. There were some books and 
things, though, that allowed me to get a better 
idea. One such book brought up the concept 
of time paradoxes.  
 

Do you know what a time paradox is? 
It’s a little complicated to explain, but there’s 
an example I can use: The Grandfather Para-
dox.  

 
The Grandfather Paradox is probably 

the most famous time paradox there is. It was 
first described by the science fiction writer 
René Barjavel in his 1943 book Le Voyageur 
Imprudent (Future Times Three). The para-
dox is this: 

 
A time traveler went back in time to a 

point before his grandfather was married, 
and, at that time, killed his grandfather. If the 
grandfather had died before he had given 
birth to the traveler’s father, the traveler 
would never have been born, therefore mak-
ing it impossible for the the time traveler to 
ever have gone back in time. We can gather 
from this that a paradox is the performing of 

any action 
that makes it impossible to 

go back in time in the first place.  
 
Many people say time travel is impos-

sible, while others say it may become a com-
mon practice in the future. I, personally, do 
not think it is possible to travel through time. 
A teleporter, taking a person or item from one 
place to another, might be possible if some 
atom-by-atom system was created, but I don’t 
think it is possible to send something to a dif-
ferent point in time. Think about it. In order for 
that to be scientifically possible, the machine 
itself would have to have connections with 
and controls over the walls of time. It would 
have to be linked with existence and the uni-
verse itself, somehow connected to the world, 
and would need to have the ability to push 
back time.  

 
Even if this was possible, it would be 

extremely dangerous. What if, say, we acci-
dentally killed our grandfathers, thus creating 
a paradox? If we made a grab for John 
Wilkes Booth’s gun before he killed Abraham 
Lincoln? If we convinced George Washington 
not to become president? If we went on the 
Titanic and shouted, “Iceberg ahead!” What 
then? Then the world could change entirely, 
and absolutely anything could happen. The 
future and the world could be doomed. 

 
In Blackout and All Clear, by Connie Willis, 

the main characters have gone to World War 

II and are worried they might have altered 

events and lost the war. One character, Mr. 

Dunworthy, says, “Our very presence, even if 

we did nothing more than breathe in and out,  

Time Paradoxes 

By Anna, Writers’ Board Member  
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had to change to pattern and alter the out-

come.”, and, another time, “Time travel is a 

chaotic system. We are bulls in a china 

shop.” These things are both very true. Even 

if we hide ourselves from others and do not 

interact, did “nothing more than breathe in 

and out”, we were there in that period of time 

when we weren’t supposed to be. We would 

alter events simply and purely by being there.  

 

I think of time as this: 

Each different peri-

od or era and each 

significant event is 

its own stage-

play, its own 

production. If 

e v e r y t h i n g 

goes smooth-

ly, the curtain 

goes up on 

time and every-

thing is perfect- 

Every line that was 

supposed to be said 

was said, and eve-

rything that was supposed to hap-

pen, did. However, if a different character 

from a different play- A time traveler from a 

different era- Came running onstage in the 

middle of an act, then things wouldn’t go as 

planned. It wouldn’t end like it should have. 

Even if the offending action seemed absolute-

ly harmless, it would trigger another event 

that wasn’t planned, and another and another 

until everything is out of control- Just like if a 

bull knocks a dish over with his horns, that 

dish knocks another, which can knock anoth-

er dish. This goes on until an entire shelf of 

china is destroyed or messed up. It’s rather 

like a domino effect. 

 

But, I may be and probably am entirely wrong 

about this. If time travel is possible, than any-

thing is possible, which means the formula 

and rules could be anything at all. But, like 

mentioned earlier, time is a long, mysterious 

rope. You, the reader, might even grow up to 

be the very scientist who creates time travel. 

It might seem impossible for any ordinary per-

son to do such a thing, but it does happen, 

especially in such a “chaotic sys-

tem”. Knots will come 

u n t i e d  a n d 

twists will be 

s t r a i g h t -

ened out.  

 

T h e r e 

d o e s n ’ t 

seem to be 

a proper, 

fitting way to 

end this article. 

It would have to 

be something 

very intelligent and 

intellectual about time, 

something that I just can’t think 

of. Here’s my advice to you, though: The 

twenty-first century is a very good time and 

place. To avoid causing trouble, stay where 

you are- Stay in the present! 

“What would happen if history could be re-

written as casually as erasing a blackboard?... 

History would be constantly changing every time 

someone spun the dial of a time machine and 

blundered his or her way into the past. History, 

as we know it, would be impossible. It would 

cease to exist.”  — MICHIO KAKU, Hyperspace 
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Could You Ever...  

Chances are, you’ve wished you could. 

Maybe it’s because you wish you could 

re-wind time and stop yourself from 

making a mistake,  because you yearn 

to jump to the future and talk to an old-

er you, or just because you’ve watched 

Doctor Who, Back to the Future,  Harry 

Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban, or 

any other movie or TV show including a 

time travel adventure.  Whatever the 

reason,  many people agree that time 

traveling would be really cool— the 

problem is, no one has ever actually 

time traveled in real life.  

Or have they?  

First of all, you’re actually time travel-

ing right now— but only into the future 

at normal, every-day speed. Frankly, 

practically everyone thinks that is bor-

ing and nobody really wants to hear 

about moving into the future at normal 

speed, since we experience it every 

day. We know that you really think of  

time traveling as jumping into the past, 

or going into the future at a faster-than

-normal-speed. 

If you’ve been on a speeding train, 

you’ve actually time traveled like that— 

but only by a few billionths of a second, 

and that isn’t noticeable for humans. 

The closer you  are to reaching the 

speed of light, the slower time passes. 

Therefore, if the same speeding train 

could somehow reach 99.999 percent 

light speed,  you could time travel a lot 

further. If you stayed onboard for one 

year, 223 years would have passed back 

at the train station— so when you got 

off the train, you would be in the fu-

ture. If humans were able to invent a 

very fast train, you could travel to the 

future on it.   
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Unfortunately, trains can’t actually 

move that fast right  now, so let’s look 

at a different version of time travel.  

You now know that moving at a tre-

mendously fast speed equals time trav-

el, but did you know that going into 

space can also send you into the fu-

ture? Time goes by fast-

er the higher into the air 

you are— for example, if 

you sit in the attic and 

your friend sits in the 

basement, time passes 

slightly quicker for you 

than it does for her.  

However, you would 

have to get very high in-

to the air to noticeably 

time travel, and that would require a 

spaceship. If you combine time travel-

ing by moving close to the speed of 

light and time traveling by going into 

space, you could jump years into the 

future just by going up to space and 

back to earth on a very fast spaceship.  

This is actually widely known, however, 

no one has been able to create a space-

ship that could travel that fast. Despite 

this, if humans developed the technolo-

gy to build such a vehicle and had 

enough money to create one, time trav-

eling to the future — however far and 

however quickly you wanted, if the 

spaceship could move fast enough— 

would be  reality.   

Sure, the possibility of time traveling 

into the future is very exciting, but 

chances are you would want to go back 

to your original time period after a 

while.  The problem is, 

time traveling into the 

past is a lot more com-

plicated than time trav-

eling to the future. 

Sadly, it isn’t like you 

could just fly back-

wards on a very fast 

spaceship and go back 

in time, as it just 

doesn’t work like that.  

At the moment, no one 

really knows  how it could be ever pos-

sible to go back in time, although there 

is a chance that could happen by going 

through a wormhole.  

Watch out, because the next section is 

full of very wibbly-wobbly timey-wimey 

stuff that will likely be very confusing. 

What’s a wormhole? If you haven’t 

heard of one already, a wormhole is a 

theoretical link between two points of 

space-time and maybe also (get this!) 

between space-time between different  

The TARDIS—  travel through space 

and time Doctor Who style 
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universes.  If a person could survive go-

ing through one, they might pop out in 

a different place or a different point in 

time in our universe, or a different 

place or a different point in time in a 

different universe.  The problem is, no 

one truly knows what would happen  if 

someone went through a wormhole, 

and chances are you’d have no way of 

knowing where you’d end up. Even 

then, if you went back through the 

wormhole you probably wouldn’t go 

back where you started— you might go 

someplace completely different!   

Even if somehow humans managed to 

figure out how to effectively go back in 

time,  this presents a lot of problems.  

For example, the classic grandfather 

paradox. If you went back in time and 

killed your grandfather when he was 

young, he would never be able to have 

your mother or father and therefore 

they would never be able to have you. 

So if you were never born... then how 

did you time travel back to kill your 

grandfather in the first place?  

See, told you this would get confusing.  

Would that have already happened in 

the past since you had already made it 

happen— Harry Potter time-turner 

style? Or would you have just made it 

happen at that very moment and it had-

n’t happened in the past until then, so 

you would just suddenly poof out of ex-

istence? Or have you killed your grand-

father, but you still exist  because you 

were born some other way? There is al-

so a theory that  you can’t actually kill 

your grandfather— you try to shoot 

him, but he bends over to tie his shoe 

at that very moment, or the gun is bro-

ken, or something along those lines—  

as you are already alive to try and kill 

your grandfather, then nature prevents 

you from killing your grandfather in the 

first place because that obviously can’t 

have happened in your past, seeing as 

you are alive.  Another theory says that 

maybe you can kill your grandfather, 

because it won’t effect you— it will 

simply create another universe in which 

your are never born, but you are still 

alive in your own universe because in 

the universe you came from  you never 

killed your grandfather.  Therefore, no 

matter  how hard you try to stop your-

self from existing, it won’t happen— 

you’ll just be creating other universes 

where you don’t exist, but since you’re 

around to time travel back and do so 

you can’t stop the version of  you that 

you currently are from existing.  Mov-

ing on from the grandfather paradox, 
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let’s look at other issues time traveling 

into the past could present.  Let’s face 

it—  most people would be smart 

enough to know not to kill their grand-

father if they went back in time.  How-

ever, the grandfather paradox is just a 

larger scale example, as other issues 

could arise  if you went 

back in time. What if you 

bumped into someone, 

causing them to lose 

their keys. While they 

looked for their keys, 

they missed out on 

meeting the love of their 

life for the first time— 

therefore preventing 

their relationship from 

happening and prevent-

ing their child— a person you don’t 

even know!— from being born. What if 

you accidently talked about something 

that hadn’t been invented yet and it  

led to the device being invented years 

earlier, changing your life as you know 

it? What if you were having a conversa-

tion with a soon-to-be-famous author 

and that conversation caused them to 

forget the idea for the book they were 

going to write, stopping it from being 

written? All of these and unfathomably 

more problems would need the same 

amount of pondering as the grandfa-

ther paradox— does the future 

change,  would nature prevent all of 

that from actually happening, would a 

different universe be created, would…. 

The list goes on.  There are also some 

other problems— for example, if time 

travel into the past is 

created in our future, 

then why haven’t we 

met any time travelers 

yet?  Some believe that 

is because  if a time 

machine to the past 

was created, it would 

suddenly blow up, or 

some other problem 

would arise that pre-

vents people from en-

tering it. This would explain why we 

haven’t met any time travelers, and 

why we never could— if we did, it 

would change the past.  Some argue 

that maybe there are time travelers 

among us right now, and we just can’t 

see them because they are invisible, or 

only certain people  are allowed to time 

travel and they are very good at not be-

ing seen, or that what people call UFOs 

and aliens are just time travelers from 

the future visiting us.  Maybe if you 

time travel to the past, a different  

The DeLorean time machine from 

the Back to the Future trilogy 
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universe is created, and even if you 

change the past it will not affect your  

present or future, it will only affect the 

other universe.  Maybe you can time 

travel to the past, but you can only 

watch what is going on and cannot in-

terfere. Maybe time travel to the past is 

invented in the future, but it is too ex-

pensive or it takes too long to get back 

to our present or anything further in 

the past. Another possibility is that in 

the future you can travel to the past, 

but not to a time period before the 

time machine was invented.  Yet anoth-

er possibility is simply that time travel 

to the past just isn’t possible, and that 

one can only go into the future.   

Although humans are not very close to 

finding out how to time travel into the 

past, if we can manage to create the 

technology, time traveling into the fu-

ture is a very real possibility.  If a super 

fast spaceship was created, people 

could go to the future— although they 

may never be able to get back to their 

original time. 

Will we be able to go to the future in 

our lifetime?  Maybe, maybe not.  Until  

then, you can pass the time by watch-

ing movies and TV shows and reading 

about time travel adventures, or simply 

making pretend cardboard time ma-

chines and having imaginary adven-

tures through space and time.  

However you pass the time, you now 

know that you really can time travel— 

so what are you waiting for? You know 

you want to. 

 Go sit in the attic  and time travel very, 

very, slightly into the future! 
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Homeschooling  in  

 

Global  

Spotlig
ht 

Singapore 
By Ning, age 12 

Most of the kids in Singapore go to school, 

so when I go out in the morning during 

school times, the ladies would look at me 

and think, 'why isn't that girl (and her broth-

ers) at school?' and most of them would 

voice out their thoughts. When I say that I'm 

homeschooled, their first reaction is usually, 

'do you have any friends?’ 

I thought I was the only one with the prob-

lem, as homeschooling isn't really popular 

here. But since I read the BTH magazines, I 

found lots more people with the same 

thing! 

 

In Singapore, for local kids you have to get 

permission from the government to home-

school your child. And when the 

(Singaporean) child turns twelve, he or she 

has to take this exam which all the twelve 

year old Singaporean students take. And 

being homeschooled, you miss out on 

some advantages which the school-going 

kids have. For example, the eleven year old 

schoolers get to attend the National Pa-

rade. 

 

Our homeschool group has a mix of local 

kids and kids from other countries. The good 

thing about homeschooling is that if you 

have friends above or below your age 

group it's perfectly fine! 

I guess I'm a pretty average homeschooler. 

I do higher level math— because my mom 

is a math tutor and I attend two of her clas-

ses—, Singapore science textbooks, Worldly 

Wise for English, and local Chinese. Now, 

you must be wondering, why is she doing 

Chinese? Well Singapore is a multi racial 

country, and my great-grandma, who’s 

turning 100 this year, came from China, so 

naturally I do Chinese as my Mother 

Tongue. My homeschooling group is pretty 

big sized, from kids aged 5-12. I'm twelve 

this year. The kids below five have their own 

Preschool Group and the kids above 12 

have their own group too, the Teens Home-

schooling Group. So next year I'm joining 

that group! 

The group I'm in now is very active, and the 

parents organize all sorts of activities, from 

field trips to bread factories, to talks from 

zookeepers, etc. Yesterday I had a blast! It 

was Homeschooling Olympic Day. There 

are about ten 'stations' and the kids go 

round doing the activities at the stations, 

based on the theme. Naturally, since the 

Summer Olympic Games were round the 

corner, the theme was Olympics! After that 

I played soccer (football) with some boys 

from the group. They don't mind that I'm a 

girl, because I play defender, which is the 

least-popular spot! Anyway I have a small 

co-op today with one other family, so I'd 

better go! 
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On Slippery Slopes 
By Sarah 

One early September day, in Italy, the 

sunshine was just reaching into the valley as 

we got out of the car. Oh, glorious day! The 

birds twittered and chirped cheerfully around 

us. As I put on my sneakers, I felt a slight 

twinge of excitement – as if something more 

than just an average hike was about to hap-

pen. 

We hiked for several hours, stopped for 

lunch, and continued. Having brought shoes 

that were uncomfortably small for him, my 

older brother Matthew removed them and 

stuck them in the outer pockets of his back-

pack and trudged on—barefoot. The forest 

path we were following sloped gently up, 

along the side of the mountain. Then, as we 

came out on a grassy field, the path, abruptly, 

vanished. We continued, hoping that the path 

would reappear soon. My dad, who was in 

front, suddenly signaled to us—he had found 

a rusty panel with the marking “DANGER” 

on it. I begged my parents to go back, but they 

had already taken it as good sign. “It means 

we’re on the right path,” they declared. 

“Where is your sense of adventure?” 

 I quaked, trying to believe them, but not 

quite succeeding.  

We walked on across the side of the 

mountain. On one side, rocks threatened to 

plunge into our heads, and on the other side, 

cliffs waited for us to fall.  My head throbbed 

every time I looked down and my mom was 

beginning to freak out, but my dad was still 

confident. “Just around the next bend!” he 

would cheerfully proclaim. We climbed high-

er and higher.  
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Suddenly one of the boots that was in 

Matthew’s bag fell out and rolled over and 

over, toes over heels. We helplessly watched 

it disappear. I looked at my mom—her face 

was ashen in spite of her sunburn. “That 

might have been you,” she whispered. Ab-

ruptly, her fear turned into motherly instincts. 

“Sarah, hold onto the grass 

AND DON’T LET GO!” 

Even my dad’s “Don’t wor-

ry”s were starting to waver in 

their confidence and his “Just 

around the next bend”s were 

ceasing. We were now grasping the slippery 

grasses by our sides, inching our way along. 

We crawled on. Then—oh thank you!

—a huge rock with a top as flat as a table. I 

sank down, every muscle aching, and sur-

veyed our situation. As I looked, my body 

became taunt and I started shaking slightly. 

Except for above us, we were nearly sur-

rounded by steep, slippery, grassy slopes 

which led to cliffs which broke off abruptly, 

and plummeted straight down. Below the 

cliffs, the roads and houses looked like lines 

and dots sitting on a green blanket.  

“Dad,” I said with sudden decision, 

“I’m not going one step further. This is too 

dangerous. I can’t believe you took me on 

this in the first place.” My mom agreed with 

me. Her face was haggard and I could tell 

from her eyes that she had 

been praying. I desperate-

ly wanted to comfort her, 

but how could I when I so 

wretchedly needed com-

forting myself?  “Don’t 

worry Mom,” I stammered, “I’m still alive.” 

This didn’t seem to comfort her very much, 

but she hugged me tight.  

 “We’re going back.” My dad affirmed, 

“I just looked at the map more closely and I 

found this path marked as a red dashed trail. 

The key says that it is only for experienced 

climbers with equipment.” I was relieved. I 

had known that I wouldn’t, no, that I couldn’t 

continue, but I was glad that I wouldn’t have 

to fight against my dad. 
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The return was as bad as the coming, 

only worse—it’s harder going down than go-

ing up. What if Matthew slipped and fell off 

the cliffs? What if we all fell off? What 

would happen to David who was sick in the 

hotel room? What would happen if I died? I 

instantly realized how much I really loved the 

Lord and how much I loved my family. How 

many times I had been rebellious and blurted 

out unkind words or had not had my personal 

Bible study. I held my breath.  

From where we were, we could see 

the “DANGER” panel about forty yards 

ahead of us. “Almost there, almost there,” 

repeated itself to me. Thirty, now twenty, 

now ten more yards and I was there! Relief 

poured over me like a bucket of water. Praise 

the Lord! I offered up a silent prayer of 

thanksgiving. I had learned such important 

lessons along the way, and yet God had 

spared the lives of my family and me. 

I learned several lessons that day, 

such as studying maps more carefully than 

my dad did, and appreciating my family, but 

the most important lesson I learned then was 

how important it was to completely trust in 

God. Yes, I always thought I trusted in God, 

but I never realised how much I must, until I 

walked on slippery slopes, where nothing we 

could do could help us except keep our heads 

and trust. 
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Facts About  

Candy Canes 

1. Before candy canes were actually shaped like canes, they were straight  candy sticks that were bal-

anced on Christmas trees as decorations.  

2. The first historical reference to a candy cane with a hook on it is from 1670, when the choirmaster at 

the Cologne Cathedral in Germany bent white sugar sticks into canes to represent a shepherd's staff. 

They were given to children to  keep them quiet during the nativity services. 

3. Candy canes were all white; they did not have stripes until around 1900. No one knows who invented 

the stripes, but only Christmas cards after 1900 showed images of striped candy canes. At around the 

same time, candy makers added peppermint and wintergreen flavors and these then became the tra-

ditional favorite candy cane flavors.  

4. Although there is no historical evidence to support this claim, a legend suggests that the candy cane 

also symbolizes a “J” for Jesus and gives meanings to the stripes and flavor as well.  

5. Gregory Keller, a Catholic priest, invented a machine to automate candy cane production during the 

1950s.   

6. Although the classic flavor for candy canes is peppermint, they can also be found in many other fla-

vors including cherry, strawberry, cinnamon, blueberry, spearmint, raspberry, bubble gum, chocolate 

mint, mocha, wild huckleberry, and orange sherbet. There are also flavored candy canes from candy 

companies including Jelly Belly, SweetTarts, Tootsie Pop, Willy Wonka Gobstoppers, Jolly Rancher, 

and Spree.  Personally, I recommend getting organic mint candy canes— no gross artificial dye! 
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FIGHT LIKE A 

Homeschooled Girl 

Based on a True Story 

I Am Better Than Mika. The message I’d been 
repeating optimistically in my head for the past 
two weeks ran through it again. I Am Better Than 
Mika.   
Mika was laughing cheerfully, having a conversation 
with her boyfriend, while other students from our do
-jang sparred in the men’s division.  
“Do you have any idea when we’re going to com-
pete?” I asked when they had a break in conversa-
tion.  Mika shrugged.  
“Are you sparring?” I questioned.  
“Mmm-hmm,” she said nonchalantly, nodding.  
“I think we’re in the same division.” Actually, I knew 
we were in the same division, and I had known for a 
while. The only reason we wouldn’t be in the same 
division would be if there weren’t enough people 
and I was moved to the women’s division and she 
was put in the younger girls’ division.  
“Should be interesting,” I said in a friendly voice, 
grinning. Inside, though, I was thinking deeply about 
my competition. 
 Am Better Than Mika.  
I walked off to go and get a better view of the men’s 
sparring, where a young man from my do-jang was 
winning a match against another young man.  
As a 2nd degree black belt in ITF Taekwon-Do, I had 
been to several tournaments before. However, the 
last tournament I’d attended had taken place two 
years ago and I was itching to compete again. Alt-
hough I hadn’t always trained at my current do-jang 
and had only been in that state for two years, for 
once I was grateful to train there. This year, there 
was a sparring and patterns competition located only 
a few minutes away from my house, and my newer 
do-jang was hosting it. I had designed the logo, post-
er, t-shirts, and tournament trailer, and had been 
looking forward to the competition for a long time. I 
was competing in both the pattern competition and 
the sparring competition and had been practicing 
very hard. 
I already knew that both Mika and Patty, a nice girl 
who would be competing in the 14-17 division for the 

first time, would have to spar me.  Patty and I had 
already talked, and neither of us was thrilled to com-
pete in the same division. Patty was a lot shorter 
than I was, and not as experienced, either. The last 
time we’d practiced sparring each other, she had 
walked into one of my kicks, causing me to acci-
dentally knock the wind out of her— I’d felt very sor-
ry for her.  
 However, I knew sparring Mika would be a chal-
lenge. 
Mika was a 1st degree black belt a few years younger 
than me, but she was quite tall so we were almost 
exactly the same height.  It seemed like ever since I 
had started training at my newer do-jang, she’d dis-
liked me. She’d never said anything outright mean to 
me, of course, but her attitude towards me had nev-
er been very friendly, although we’d grown slightly 
closer in the past few months. That is, I made her 
laugh one time, and one time she picked me as her 
partner for self-defense releases. Still, Mika treated 
me like a rival; perhaps she was jealous or just not 
accepting of newcomers. Whatever the reason, she 
would often exaggerate injuries or pretend to be hurt 
when we practiced sparring each other in class. De-
spite this, Mika was very skilled and would be a good 
opponent.  I knew she would fight as hard as possible 
and with zero mercy when we sparred today. 
I knew that if I fought my best, I was better than her.  
However, if I didn’t fight my best, I knew she would 
crush me. That was why I had been repeating the 
same message— I Am Better Than Mika— so that I 
would come to believe it with all my heart. 
 
A while later, I had competed in patterns and hadn’t 
medaled. Although I could perform my pattern – a 
difficult set of movements called Juche that each 2nd 
degree black belt memorized— quite well, there 
were many people in my division. I won the first 
round, but lost the second to a world champion. 
With so many people in the division, I didn’t even 
have a chance to try and win bronze. I was frustrated 
and disappointed that I had not even medaled at all.  
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Going into sparring competition, I knew there was no 
way I was going to leave that tournament without a gold 
medal. There was no way that I was going to lose twice 
in a tournament that I’d been training for and looking 
forward to for so long.  
There were five people in my division, the girls’ 14-17 
division.  
Just as I had suspected, I had to spar Patty first. Oh no; 
poor Patty, I thought.  
I entered with a side kick, and went on from there with a 
variety of techniques. At one point, I fell— surprisingly, 
Patty had grabbed my leg illegally and caused me to fall! 
After we each got a warning, the match continued. I 
caused her to step out of the ring several times. Some-
how, I ended up making her cry. My 
heart sunk and I felt really bad for 
her as we hugged after the match; I 
attempted to give her a sympathetic 
look as we knelt down and waited 
for the results.   
Still, I was thrilled when the center 
ref raised my hand, signifying that I 
had won! 
Next, I watched as two girls I didn’t 
know from another do-jang sparred. 
A stocky girl with very hard punches 
won. If I won my next match, I would 
probably have to spar her.  
They called me and Mika up to spar 
next. 
Mika’s eyes were narrowed, her face 
intense and fierce. She didn’t look anything like the jovi-
al girl who had been laughing with her boyfriend earlier 
in the day. I knew she was going to bring it.  
I Am Better Than Mika.  
I kept my face straight, but inside, I pushed the nervous-
ness away and smiled.  
I started with a kick. Mika slid in to kick me back, but I 
moved forward and past it, hands up by my head. We 
exchanged a few movements, but I doubted either of us 
had scored points. I felt myself backing up a little and I 
knew I couldn’t let myself do so; I blocked one of Mika’s 
kicks and began repeatedly punching her. 
Punch to the face. Punch to the head.  
Punch. Punch. Punch! 
With each punch, Mika backed up. Quickly, she backed 
out of the ring.  
Before the center ref could give her a warning for it, 
Mika made a T shape with her hands, calling time out. 
Time out?! 
At the National Championships and the World Champi-

onships, calling time out was illegal. However, 
in other tournaments there weren’t any rules 
saying you couldn’t call time out.  
We walked to the center of the ring. Mika said her vision 
was blurry. 
Probably just Mika being typical Mika, exaggerating inju-
ries. However, this time I was especially worried— if 
they believed her and determined that I went too hard 
on her, I could get disqualified for excessive contact and 
Mika would win.  
The medic came and instructed her to move her eyes in 
certain ways. 
I breathed a sigh of relief as he decided she was fine, the 
ref gave her the warning for going out of the ring, and 

we went back to continue spar-
ring.  
Mika was really angry now. Still, 
anger in Taekwon-Do sparring was 
not an asset— being angry means 
you lose control. Losing control 
means you make mistakes. Making 
mistakes means you’ll lose. 
We continued sparring.  
Punches and kicks were flying; 
then finally I jumped forwards and 
punched again. 
There was no way I was going to 
let myself lose to Mika.  
I hit her in the face and the head 
again. Punch. Punch. Punch!  
Mika backed out of the ring again.  

She shook her head, waved her arms, and called time 
out again. 
Time out again?! Would I be disqualified? She continued 
to move her hands back in forth and shake her head. 
The ref called the medic over, who didn’t bother to ex-
amine Mika. The medic’s daughter took Taekwon-Do, 
and he knew Mika relatively well. 
“She’s done?” 
“She’s done.” 
They looked at Mika, who didn’t object.  
I waited, making sure I knew what was happening. Mika 
was quitting the competition. 
Without looking at the score, the center ref took me to 
the center of the ring and raised my hand in victory. 
I had won! 
Without enough time for a break, I waited to spar my 
final opponent; the girl with hard punches. She was 
shorter than me, but very intense. I knew that if I could 
beat Mika, I could beat anyone, but I knew I had to be 
wary and not underestimate the girl. 
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We sparred, and it was tough. At one point, she hit me 
in the eye and my contact lens became loose. 
“I’m okay, I’m okay, I can still spar,” I said repeatedly as 
rubbed my eyelid, blinked, and – thankfully— managed 
to fix the contact. 
We continued sparring. Usually, I would throw a strong 
side piercing kick to someone’s stomach or chest and 
they would back up, giving me an opportunity to follow 
up with punches. Not this girl— she seemed immovable! 
I kicked her, but she stood firm and then jumped in with 
punches. I covered my face, but I couldn’t seem to get 
far enough away from the punches to hit her back. I 
managed to get away from the punches, but I backed 
up. I got some points back, but by the time the match 
was over I was tired.  
We each knelt down, waiting for results.  
It had been a difficult sparring match, and I knew it had 
been close in points. I had not sparred nearly as well as I 
had wanted to. 
I closed my eyes and said softly, “please let this go into 
overtime, please let this go into overtime, please let 
there be another round.” 
I knew that if we had both gotten the same amount of 
points and it was a tie, we would get another 30 seconds 
of sparring. If I had another 30 seconds, I would get an-
other chance to spar better.  
We were both called to the center again. Instead of an-
nouncing the winner, the ref made us face each other— 
it was a tie! We had another 30 seconds to break it! 
I was not going to let myself lose. I was going to make 
myself do better this time.  
In the last 30 seconds, I kicked the immovable girl hard 
enough to make her move. Later, I hit her in the head 
with a flurry of punches. Once the 30 seconds was over, 
I felt a lot better about the sparring match. I had done a 
lot better that time. After we’d knelt down and the re-
sults had been determined, the center ref took both of 
our wrists.  

Had I won? Had I gotten enough points in the 
last 30 seconds to win? 
I felt the center ref pull my wrist, raising my hand into 
the air. I had won. I had won! 
I felt myself grinning, triumphant.  
The girl and I hugged, patting each other on the back. 
That was a great thing about Taekwon-Do competi-
tions— almost everyone was a friendly, good sport.  I 
had never met anyone who wasn’t friendly to me, be-
sides Mika. Everyone was united even if they’d never 
met each other due to the fact that everyone practiced 
the same martial art.  
She had been a great opponent. I was proud to have 
sparred against her.  
I stood in the center of the ring along with the girl I had 
sparred, and Patty was called up to join us. Because Mi-
ka had quit, Patty would now win bronze and Mika 
would not win anything.  
A gold medal was placed around my neck. I touched that 
medal for the first time in my life. It was made of real 
metal and the ITF logo was engraved beautifully on the 
front. I looked at my reflection on the polished back of 
the medal, seeing smiling girl who was rather sweaty 
and had messy hair.  
All of my training and positive thinking had paid off. I 
really loved competing in tournaments! I was so glad to 
have won. 
 
Medal around my neck, I walked over to the corner of 
the room where Mika  was standing, red-faced, with 
eyes wet as if she had been crying. She had been a great 
opponent, and if she hadn’t quit, she would have a 
bronze medal. She was probably mad at me, but I hoped 
she would soon get over  it.  
“Good job,” I said, holding out my hand, and I truly 
meant it.  
Mika reached over and shook my hand, and I smiled at 
her.  
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A Review of  

I  have a friend from my homeschool cen-
ter who LOVES the musical Wicked. I had 
never watched it before, but I had wanted 
to for a while. When her family had an 
extra ticket to a performance of Wicked 
just a few minutes away from my house, I 
agreed to go with them! I am so glad that I 
did! 

Have you ever read or watched The Wiz-
ard of Oz? You’ve probably heard of the 
Wicked Witch of the West, and Glinda,  
the good witch of the north. Well, before 
Dorothy dropped in, the witches had sto-
ries of their own… Wicked tells the story 
of Elphaba, a girl who was born green 
and has a mysterious power— and we 
know will grow up to become the Wicked 
Witch. When Elphaba goes to a new 
school with her (normal) wheelchair-
bound sister Nessarose, she accidentally 
gets stuck with Galinda— a bubbly and 
annoying popular girl— as her room-

mate. Neither Galinda or Elphaba is 
thrilled with the idea, but due to certain 
events that unfold, the two get to know 
each other and change for the better. 
Meanwhile, something strange is happen-
ing in Oz, a boy with a crush on Galinda 
starts going out with Nessarose, and an 
arrogant new boy named Fieryo joins the 
school. Elphaba wants to discover how to 
control her strange power, and she 
dreams of meeting the wonderful Wizard 
of Oz one day.  

Wicked is full of various great songs (that 
get stuck in your head!) such as No One 
Mourns the Wicked, The Wizard and I, 
Popular, and— my favorite— Defying 
Gravity. The play is exciting and very fun-
ny, and the set and costumes are amaz-
ing. I watched a play with Christine Dwyer 
starring as Elphaba and Jeanna De Waal 
starring as Glinda/Galinda, and their 
singing and acting was amazing. The rest 
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of the Wicked cast was also amazing, and 
there wasn’t a single bad actor, singer, or 
dancer in the group!  

Like I said before, the set was great. The 
scenes changed themselves (moving 
walls and set pieces) and above the stage 
was a moving, mechanical Time Dragon. 
The Wizard had an enormous mechanical 
head to hide behind, the flying monkeys 
actually flew across the stage, Glinda had 
a moving floating bubble, and I still can’t 
exactly figure out just how they made 
Elphaba “defy gravity.”  

I enjoyed the entire show and would defi-
nitely go back and watch it again. Just 
when you think that the story is getting 
predictable, you’ll come upon a surpris-
ing plot twist that changes everything! 
Sadly, there isn’t a DVD version of the 
play, although you can find some songs 
and scenes on YouTube.  

The idea for Wicked came from a book 
version, a novel also called Wicked. How-
ever, the novel is very different from the 
musical and is aimed towards adults, 
whereas the musical is perfect for the 
whole family.  

I think Wicked is a show that most people 
will enjoy, although die-hard Oz fans may 
be a little frustrated with the musical’s 
backstory changes. The story takes place 
before The Wizard of Oz and continues 
on from there, ending after The Wizard of 
Oz.  

Wicked plays all over the world, so check 
to see if there is a show near you, find a 
seat, and enjoy! 
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HomeHomeHomeschooledschooledschooled   

Kylee’s SecretKylee’s SecretKylee’s Secret   
By Trisha, age 17 

Alicia is 16 years old and has been homeschooled all her life. She likes 

artwork and photography. Her homeschooling style is normally self-

schooling. 

Leanne is 13 years old and went to public school until she was 9. Now 

she loves being homeschooled in the unschooling style and especially 

loves writing.  

Kylee is 11 years old and has been homeschooled all her life, but is 

struggling with the fact that she might be considering starting public 

school. Besides being homeschooled, Kylee takes martial arts classes. 

Annie is her little sister.  

Annie is 7 years old and is happy to be learning how to read for her 

homeschool-work. She loves playing outside and is very rational even 

though she is the youngest of her friends! 

Cory is 17 years old and is in his last year of homeschool high school in 

the school-at-home style. He is in the same homeschool group that Alicia, 

Leanne, Kylee, and Annie are and often acts like a big brother to the 

younger homeschooled kids. 

Characters 

Read a new “Homeschooled” story every issue! 

Kylee didn’t want to move. She  had been 

told that her family was probably going to 

move the same day as her 11th birthday 

party, which pretty much put a damper on 

the day. Kylee had invited her best friends— 

her little sister Annie, 13-year-old Leanne, 16

-year-old Alicia, and 17-year-old Cory— as 

well as some kids she knew from her home-

school center and her five cousins. She had 

made a large chocolate sheet cake with va-

nilla frosting— her favorite— to share with 

everyone, and  had hung up the enormous 

birthday sign that Annie and drawn for her.  

Kylee was really happy to  turn 11— she had 

always been very mature for her age, but it 

was really hard to be taken serious when 

you were so young. Being 11 made her one 

year older, and gave her just a little bit more 

of a chance of being taken seriously. Every-

one paid attention to Cory and Alicia— they 

even paid attention to Leanne, who was 

pretty much the most immature person 

Kylee had ever met, even if she was a teen-

ager.  Kylee wished she were a teenager— 

but she knew she had to be patient. Instead, 

she would just enjoy being 11, which was 

definitely a great age.  

After the party, her mom and gone up to 

Kylee’s room, where Kylee was looking at 

the belt display she’d been given for all her 

martial arts belts. “Happy birthday, my 11- 
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year-old!” said Kylee’s mom cheerfully. 

“Mom, you’ve said happy birthday to me 

like, a billion times!” Kylee said, laughing. 

“Well, now you’ve had it told to you a 

billion and one times,” her mom said, 

smiling. She leaned her arm against 

Kylee’s window. “Kylee, I need to tell you 

something,” she said, more serious now. 

“What do you need to tell me?” Kylee 

asked. Her heart was pounding now, and 

Kylee didn’t want it to. Why would her 

heart be pounding… her mom was just 

telling her some-

thing else about her 

birthday… right? 

“Your father might 

be getting a new 

job,” Kylee’s mother 

said. “That’s great!” 

said Kylee, who 

knew that her father 

didn’t like his cur-

rent job at all. “Is it 

nearby?” Kylee’s 

mother frowned 

now. “No, sweetie,” 

said Kylee’s mom, 

“it’s in Maine.” Kylee’s heart leaped, and 

not in a good way. “Maine?!” exclaimed 

Kylee, “That’s… that’s like, the other side 

of the universe from here! We’re mov-

ing?!” “It isn’t the other side of the uni-

verse, Kylee, you know that,” said Kylee’s 

mom, “And yes, we would have to fly 

there in an airplane, and yes, we’d be 

moving there, if your dad gets the job.” 

Kylee frowned, remember what she’d 

done next. Very un-Kylee-like, she’d 

shouted at the top of her lungs and then 

stormed off. Later, she’d talked to her 

mom again and apologized. Still, no 

matter what Kylee did, she couldn’t stop 

her dad from getting a job in Maine. 

Kylee definitely didn’t want to move to 

Maine, though— first of all, she’d have to 

find a new training hall for her martial 

arts and have to find a new homeschool 

center. Second of all… she wouldn’t be 

able to see her old friends anymore. Sure, 

Leanne could be annoying, and yes, Alicia 

and Cory were much older than her, but 

they were Kylee’s best friends in the 

world and she didn’t want to move away 

from them.  Never, ever.  

“Do I have to go to the homeschool cen-

ter today?” Kylee asked her mom at the 

kitchen table. “You don’t want to go?” 

asked Annie, surprised. “You love the 

homeschool center, 

Kylee!” Kylee didn’t 

answer. “Mom, do I 

have to—” she began, 

but her mom cut her 

off. “Kylee, dear, I 

know why you don’t 

want to go to the 

homeschool center. 

You aren’t ready to 

tell your friends that 

you’ll probably be 

moving to Maine.” 

Kylee sighed. “Yes, its’ 

true,” she admitted 

sadly.  “Well, you need to tell everyone,” 

said Annie truthfully, “If not, we’d just 

disappear and they wouldn’t know what 

had happened to us!” Kylee knew her 

sister was right, but it didn’t make telling 

everyone she was moving any less hard.  

Kylee went to the homeschool center 

anyway. After her science class, Leanne  

bounded up to her in the typical Leanne 

fashion. “Helloooooo, Kylee!” exclaimed 

Leanne joyously. “How are you doing? I 

was totally just having an awesome time 

in my writing class! You know, the one 

my mom teaches? Here, at the home-

school center? It was awesome! I wrote 

about birds and ducks. The animals, you 

know—” “Be quiet!” exclaimed Kylee 

suddenly. Leanne gasped. “Sorry— 
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I… I didn’t mean to…” Kylee paused, “But 

you need to stop talking so much! You 

don't ever bother to ask about anyone 

else’s feelings!” Leanne looked confused. 

“Geesh, sorry, Kylee. I didn’t know you 

were.—” “Stop, just stop!” exclaimed 

Kylee, “I don’t want to talk to anyone 

right now!” Kylee ran off, tears streaming 

down her face. “What is WITH you?” 

cried Leanne. “What’s the matter?” came 

a voice. Leanne turned, seeing Cory and 

Alicia walking over. “Hey, Cory, hiyah, 

Alicia,” she said sad-

ly. “Guess what? 

Kylee is mad. At me. 

AGAIN,” “Go figure,” 

chuckled Cory, 

“What did you do 

this time?” “I actual-

ly didn’t do any-

thing!” said Leanne 

seriously. Alicia and 

Cory exchanged 

glances. They could 

tell their friend was 

really upset. “Sorry, 

Leanne. What’s the 

matter?” said Cory kindly. “Can you tell 

us what happened?” Alicia questioned.  “I 

was just talking to Kylee, like usual,” said 

Leanne, “And she just shouted at me all 

of the sudden!” “Maybe you should ask 

her what the problem is,” suggested Ali-

cia. Cory nodded in agreement. “Good 

idea, Alicia,” he said, “Go talk to her, 

Leanne.” Leanne shook her head. “Oh, 

no. I definitely don’t want to talk to her! 

She’s always mean to me, and I am sick 

of it.” Leanne waved, melancholy, and 

walked away. “Let’s go find Kylee,” said 

Alicia, and she and Cory started to look 

for her. What could be wrong?  

Meanwhile, Kylee was sitting in the art 

room, drawing a picture of her home-

school center. She didn’t want to forget 

what it looked like when she moved 

away. “What are you doing, Kylee?” said 

Annie, walking into the room. “Nothing,” 

Kylee told her. “You aren’t doing noth-

ing,” said Annie, “You’re doing some-

thing. You’re drawing. You’re drawing the 

homeschool center.” Kylee paused, then 

swallowed and nodded. “You’re sad, 

Kylee,” said Annie matter-of-factly. Kylee 

sighed, and wrote, “I AM SAD. SAD!!!!!” 

at the top of her paper. Then she crum-

pled it up and began to draw a new pic-

ture. “You’re also angry,” said Annie, 

“and it isn’t Leanne’s 

fault that you’re an-

gry. She doesn’t even 

know that we might 

be moving.”  “How did 

you know that Leanne 

and I were arguing?” 

asked Kylee, sur-

prised. “I talked to 

Leanne, of course. She 

doesn’t want to talk to 

you, by the way,” said 

Annie. “Figures,” said 

Kylee angrily.  “I think 

you should talk to 

her,” said Annie, “Because really, you 

weren’t arguing— it was just you being 

mean to Leanne.” Kylee stopped and 

thought. “I guess I was being mean to 

Leanne,” she admitted. “Go say you’re 

sorry,” Annie said, “And then tell Leanne 

what’s on your mind.”  Kylee smiled. She 

drew a smile on her paper, and gave it to 

Annie. “Thanks, Annie,” she said, grin-

ning. Annie giggled. “You’re welcome. I’m 

a good sister, right?” “The best,” Kylee 

confirmed. Kylee got up to go and tell 

Leanne her secret— about moving.  

Meanwhile, Alicia and Cory were talking 

to Leanne. “So, you  know Kylee— she’s 

mature, but can be pretty intolerant. She 

also sort of takes things out on other 

people, right?”  said Cory. “Yeah,” said 

Leanne, “but it really bugs me when she  
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takes things out on me!” “Well, you 

should probably see why she’s taking 

something out on you,” Alicia suggested. 

“I don’t want to make her even angrier,” 

Leanne argued. “You wont,” said Cory, “If 

you are calm about it.” Leanne thought 

for a moment. “I should probably go and 

talk to her, then,” she said, “after all, I am 

older and I shouldn’t let such things get 

to me.” Alicia and Cory exchanged glanc-

es, then nodded. Leanne smiled, then 

went off to go and find Kylee. 

Kylee’s mom put 

down her phone 

after talking to her 

husband, Kylee’s 

dad. She had just 

heard about wheth-

er he’d gotten the 

job or not, and want-

ed to go and tell 

Kylee right away! 

Suddenly, her phone 

rang again. “Hello?” 

said Kylee’s mom.  

She realized that  it 

was her sister, and 

figured that she’d better finish the con-

versation before finding Kylee. 

“Oh Kyyyylleeeeeee!” called Leanne play-

fully, “where are yoooooouuuuu?” 

Leanne figured Kylee couldn’t possibly be 

angry anymore, and that it was always 

best to talk to your friends when they’re 

upset. Leanne wondered where Kylee 

could have gotten to. The suddenly—- 

“OOF!” Leanne and  Kylee bumped right 

into each other! “Sorry!” cried Kylee, 

“Sorry!” said Leanne simultaneously.  

“Hey, about what happened earlier—” 

began Leanne, but Kylee cut her off. “It’s 

okay, Leanne. It was really my fault— you 

didn't’ do anything wrong. I just snapped 

at you, and I’m sorry about that.” Kylee 

held out her hand. “Friends again?” she 

asked shyly. “Friends,” said Leanne, grin-

ning, “You know I can never stay mad at 

you!” Kylee smiled back, then frowned. 

She knew she would have to tell her 

friends that she would probably be mov-

ing. Leanne, however, was looking the 

other way— Alicia, Cory, and Annie were 

walking into the area. “Hey, guys!” said 

Leanne, “Kylee isn’t angry anymore!”  

Annie laughed. “I know,” she said, smil-

ing. Kylee looked around. All of her best 

friends were there— it was time to tell 

everyone what was 

going on. “Hey, every-

one…” Kylee began, “I 

need to tell you some-

thing.” “Tell us then,” 

said Cory cheerfully. 

“Is it a secret?” asked 

Leanne, “Or is it what 

was bothering you 

before?” “Sort of 

both…” said Kylee, 

“and again, I’m sorry I 

snapped at you. It was 

just because… well…. 

I’m mo—” before 

Kylee could finish, her mom walked in 

and shouted, “Kylee! Guess what?!” 

Kylee stopped. “What, mom?” she asked.  

“Your father has found a new job,” said 

Kylee’s mom. Alicia, Cory, and Leanne 

gasped— would their friend be moving 

away?  “— just a few blocks from here!” 

exclaimed Kylee’s mom. “A few blocks 

from here?” said Kylee, grinning, “That’s 

great! Then I can WALK to the home-

school center!” Leanne, Cory, and Alicia 

cheered, while Annie jumped for joy. “I 

just knew things were going to work 

out!” said Annie, hugging her sister. “I’m 

glad we don’t have to move,” said Kylee, 

smiling at her mom. “Who would want to 

move when you have such great friends 

like Alicia, Cory— and Leanne, of course!” 

Everyone laughed cheerfully.  
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The SAT test is a written test usually 

taken by 11th and 12th graders. The 

test is held several times a year, so 

you get to register beforehand— 

chances are, they'll be one held in a 

high school classroom near you that 

you can attend and take. The reason 

you take an SAT test is because it 

helps you get admitted into  various 

colleges, and having an SAT score 

can also help you get scholarships. 

The SAT test includes math, reading, 

and writing. The math has a lot of ge-

ometry questions. You will also have 

to write a short essay on a topic giv-

en to you during the test. You’ll need 

to bring at least two #2 pencils (not 

the click-pencils, just normal pencils) 

a calculator, some water, and a 

snack. They’ll be short breaks during 

the test, so you can eat food, drink 

water, and go to the bathroom if you 

need to. You will also need to bring 

some form of ID, such as a Learner’s 

Permit, a Driver’s License, or  a com-

munity college student ID.  You will 

have a “ticket” paper that you will 

have printed from the computer that 

you are required to show as well.   

If you are already good at 

math, reading, and writing, you don’t 

really need to do much to prepare 

except take practice SAT tests. If you 

aren’t good at any of the above sub-

jects, you had better start learning 

now! Make sure you read lots of 

books so that you are familiar with vo-

cabulary words, be sure you know 

how to write an essay (introduction, 

thesis, body paragraphs, conclusion, 

etc.) and are good at writing proper 

sentences. For math, the SAT general-

ly goes up to 9th grade level, but if 

you aren’t good at math then specifi-

cally work on your geometry skills.  

Practice for the SAT—although the 

practice tests probably aren’t go-

ing to ask the exact same ques-

tions that will be on your real  test, 

you need to know what kind of 

questions you’re going to be 

asked.  A good website for this is  

www.collegeboard.org, where 

you can do free practice SAT tests. 

A GREAT website for everything 

you need to know about the SAT is 

Dome SAT. You can find it at 

www.domesatreview.com — read 

the study guides ! 

 

 

 

 

 

Homeschool Q&A 
I’m in homeschool high school, and my SAT test 

is coming up. What should I do to prepare… 

what should I expect in the test?  

Visit  

domesatreview.com 

and  

collegeboard.org 

For practice tests 

and practically EVE-

RYTHING you need 

to know about the 

SAT.  These sites will 

let you know what 

to expect! 
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"Sheryl," Mom called, "as soon as you’re done with 

your math, I want you to run out to the store for 

me. I wrote a list." Sheryl put down her pencil and hur-

ried into the kitchen. 

 “Here is the list,” Mom said, “You can invite Anna to go 

with you.” 

      LIST 

1.  eggs 

2.  butter 

3.  cheese 

4.  milk 

5.  bread 

6.  flour                            

 Sheryl took the list and hurried out the door. 

Next door was Anna’s house. Anna’s father was a farmer 

and they owned a cow and chickens. Anna said she 

would love to come and off the two of them went.  

 “May I see the list?” asked Anna. Sheryl handed 

her the list.  

 “Hmm,” said Anna.  

 “What?” asked Sheryl.  

 “Well, I was just thinking that in the late 1800’s 

people would have gotten these things for themselves.”  

 “Then I wouldn’t have to go to the store,” joked 

Sheryl.  

 “No really, I wrote a report for school on the 

1800’s. See let’s go down the list. First, eggs; eggs come 

from chickens like mine, sometimes people sold eggs to 

earn some extra. Second; butter, believe it or not, butter 

comes from cows! Milk from cows can be churned into 

butter. Now third, cheese; cheese comes through a long 

process, but mainly it’s made from the lining of a calf’s 

stomach.*  Milk; I think you know where that comes 

from.”  

 Sheryl grinned. “It comes from cows right?”  

 “Right,” replied Anna, smiling.   “Now moving 

along here, next is bread; women baked bread in their 

ovens. And finally flour; flour was made from wheat and 

wheat was grown in the fields.”  

 “Hmmm...” said Sheryl   

 “What?” asked Anna.  

 “Well, you said a lot about the past; what about 

the future?” asked Sheryl.  

 “Well,” replied Anna, “maybe all the things we 

do by hand today we will have machines to do for us in 

the future.”  

 “Maybe, we will have robots to blow our noses,” 

giggled Sheryl.  They laughed together the rest of the 

way to the store. 

* The first cheese may have been made by accident when the milk was stored in a bag made 

from the stomach of a young goat, cow, or sheep.  People discovered that day-old milk 

would curdle in the stomach bag, creating curds and whey. Once they found out that the 

curd could be separated out and dried, they realized that milk could be preserved for later 

use. Adding salt preserved these dried curds for long periods of time.  
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By Chloe, Writers’ Board Member 

If you look at your everyday schedule, life 

is actually pretty easy. You might wake up, and 

run downstairs to hug your mom good-bye before she 

leaves for work, grab a piece of toast, then start pre-

paring for your day of homeschooling. After that, you 

might go to your soccer practice or ballet lessons. You 

might play in your yard before dinner, accidentally rip-

ping your favorite pair of shorts in your game of foot-

ball with your neighbor. And, of 

course, there are chores to do and 

friends to see. Of course, this 

seems anything BUT easy, but you 

are actually very, very, lucky. A lot 

luckier than you would have been 

100 years ago.  

Imagine a life like this: you wake 

up, and squeeze into a super-tight 

corset (an olden-days way of look-

ing skinny), with a long, fancy 

dress. You tie your stockings up 

tightly with ribbons, and then walk 

(not run) downstairs to have breakfast, using your best 

manners, and not talking, as children should be seen 

and not heard. Then, you might work on embroidering 

your sampler, or doing some other kind of practice, 

such as piano. You'd spend your day sitting around. 

You may go to school, but will probably have to wear a 

uniform and have a strict teacher. Then you'd go home 

and sit with your mother or grandmother or sister, 

waiting for the gentlemen to come home. Think it 

sounds tough? This was a very privileged life in the ear-

ly 1900's, before women could vote, and before girls 

could do much. Other girls may be servants, working 

for the wealthy or in dangerous factories, with little 

pay. Or, you might be in an orphanage, with cruel own-

ers and few belongings. You couldn't wear pants at all, 

just uncomfortable dresses. 

 

Let's skip back a few decades to the 1860s-a time of 

slavery in the USA. Your masters would punish you se-

verely if you did even the tiniest thing wrong, and 

you'd be cold, lonely, and sad all day. You wouldn't be 

able to read or write, and you'd barely ever see your 

family. You'd probably sew all day, in silence, even 

when you wanted to talk, while 

your father and any male sib-

lings worked in the fields. You'd 

be sold from plantation to plan-

tation, and probably be sepa-

rated from your family at a 

young age. You wouldn't have 

any friends, most likely. 

 

Life for girls hasn't always been 

fair, and isn't fair today. Alt-

hough Canada and the USA 

have oodles of woman's rights, not everyone does. 

Some girls live off of tiny plates of rice and food scraps, 

which they share with at least nine other girls, while 

men get lots of delicious delicacies. There is still slavery 

in some parts of the world, as well as war and unfair-

ness. I could go on for two hours about unfairness in 

the world, and probably wouldn't even be half-

finished. But instead of looking at all the misfortune, all 

the tears, and thinking life will never be fair, we can 

focus on what we can do. Because if North America 

can change so much in just a century, life in other plac-

es can too. And YOU can help it change. Because WE 

choose the life we live in, and we are responsible for 

planning a future we will ALL enjoy. 
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FROM: YOU |GIFT IDEAS 
It’s the holiday season, and chances are 

you’ve started thinking about what you’d like 

to give your family and friends. Chances are, 

you’re also encountering problems— whether 

it’s because it’s really hard to figure out what 

your dad would actually like, or because you 

don’t have enough money to buy your brother 

that toy he’d love— or something similar. What-

ever your problem, at BTH we’re here to help 

you find a great gift to give, and maybe you’ll 

even learn something along the way! 

OBSERVE 

Sometimes, there are those annoying people who 

jump in your face with lists of what they want 

for the holidays. Then other times, there are 

those people who never, ever ask for anything at 

all. Those people can be hard to figure out— 

even if you live with them or see them often, you 

may not have a clue what to give them! Rather 

than simply pondering what to give them until 

it’s too late to get them anything, start observ-

ing now while you have a chance. Pay attention 

to what these people like and dislike, and listen 

to what they say— it’s sort of like a game, figur-

ing out what gift would be good for them. Did 

you just hear your mom say, “These oven mitts 

are so annoying!”? Consider buying her a new 

pair. Did your dad just say how delicious that 

cookie looked on a TV commercial? Try baking 

him a batch just like it! 

DON’T BE AFRAID TO ORDER 

Sometimes, you know just what to get someone, 

only you can’t find it anywhere in stores. Luckily, 

there are online stores such as Amazon and 

Overstock.com that usually have just what 

you’re looking for. Something really obscure? 

Try ThinkGeek, which has all kinds of cool 

gadgets, toys, and TV/movie themed items. 

When you’re ordering a gift for someone, you 

usually have to put your money into your mom 

or dad’s account and then get their permission to 

order something online, so even if the gift is go-

ing to be for them be sure to ask permission be-

fore ordering something.  

DON’T HAVE ENOUGH MONEY? 

If you don’t have enough money to buy someone 

a gift, you can either find a way to earn some or 

make them something instead. Here are some 

suggestions for both! 

EARNING MONEY 

If you live someplace cold, this is a good time to 

make money by shoveling snow. Even if you just 

get paid a little bit each time, if you shovel the 

driveways of your neighbors then the money can 

add up. If you have enough money to buy the 

supplies, you can also try selling things. Candy  
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is pretty easy to sell, and if you have a home-

school center nearby and they allow it, setting 

up a candy stand can earn you a good profit.  

People also like buying ornaments for the holi-

days, so you could try painting glitter onto  

large pinecones and attaching ribbons and sell-

ing those. If you are an older kid or a teenager, 

you may want to try teaming up with a few 

friends and setting up a Drop & Shop, either at 

your house or the local homeschool center (you’ll 

probably need permission and adult supervision, 

so be sure to ask first). At a Drop & Shop, par-

ents pay you a certain amount of money to 

babysit their kids— two to three hours is usually 

a good amount of time—while they go and get 

their holiday shopping done. You then entertain 

the kids with games until the parents come back, 

and split the amount of money you make with 

your friends (remember, having friends help you 

out means that you can then babysit more than 

just a few kids at a time). 

HOMEMADE GIFTS 

If you put a lot of thought into it, a homemade 

gift is a very meaningful present. It’s also nice to 

give homemade gifts if you don’t have any way 

of earning money to buy someone something. 

Are you good at knitting or crocheting? Consid-

er making people things this way. You don’t 

have to make traditional things like hats or 

scarves if you don’t want to— try making iPad 

covers, toys, purses, and wall decorations! Do 

you have a knack for baking? Make your friends 

and family delicious baked goods such as cookies, 

brownies, and rice crispy treats. Baked goods are 

also especially considerate to give to those with 

allergies when you put in the effort to make the 

recipe without wheat, eggs, dairy, or whatever 

they are allergic to. Are you an artist? Making 

paintings and drawings to give as gifts are also 

nice, and can be personalized for the person you 

are giving it to. If your friend is a big fan of  Per-

cy Jackson & the Olympians, try sketching some-

thing Camp Half-Blood themed. If your friend 

likes My Little Pony, try painting a picture of 

the two of you as ponies. Are you a good writer? 

Writing a book or short story is a good gift. You 

can write a fan fiction with the gift recipient as 

the main character, or invent an entirely new 

story. Do you like to make movies? Cast your 

siblings and make a movie for your parents star-

ring their kids. Are you good with Photoshop? 

Put your football-playing brother on the cover of 

a sports magazine, or make a pretend movie 

poster with your sister as the star.  

   ____________________________________ 

Whatever you ultimately decide to give to your 

friends and family, make sure that it’s given from 

the heart— whether they like it or not, it’s the 

thought that counts. Giving gifts can be the 

most fun part of the holidays, so let it be! 
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The Shimmering Waves 

By Margaret, age 15 

It was a sunny day, but it wasn’t too hot. A cool wind whipped across the land-

scape, messing with the tree’s hairdos and giving anyone who went outside a 

whiff of salty air. 

So, it was the sort of day to go down to the water. Catherine went by herself every 

summer weekend, so she decided to go as usual. 

She had got up early that morning to invite some friends and pack an enormous lunch. 

She had also brought the latest draft of a story she was writing and her sketchbook. 

The beach was not too far from her house, Catherine thought. Why not wait for her 

friends and family to come?  Of course they would come, because it was her little sis-

ter’s birthday (her name was Olivia), and Catherine had helped plan a surprise party at 

the beach. 

But right now, she would take advantage of the solitude, Catherine said to herself. She 

repeated the word solitude three times to herself, and sprinted into the water with all 

her clothes on, something she would not have done if anyone was watching. 

A huge wave came in, rumbling and rushing and glittering. Catherine jumped at it, but 

was not prepared to be literally swept off her feet. The wave crashed down, and left 

Catherine thrashing about in the water. 

She had dragged herself back onto the beach when she heard a watery little laugh. 

Catherine spun around and saw…nothing.  

“I just imagined it,” she muttered, and looked in her basket for her story and a sand-

wich. 

She flipped through her story, crossing things out, adding things in, and making notes. 

Then she looked around carefully, making sure that no one was there, and started to 

read aloud. But when she had finished, she heard the sound of a smothered laugh and 

someone clapping. Again, Catherine spun around, and heard a little splash in the dis-

tance. 

“It must be the neighbors,” Catherine thought, and went back to making her story 

better than it was yesterday, with one eye on her story, and the other on the beach be-

fore her.  

After a little bit, Catherine put down her writing and opened her sketchbook, leaving 

her sandwich lying in the sand. 
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“What are you drawing?” said a voice. 

Catherine jumped. Had one of her friends come down to spook her? She looked up and… 

Her jaw dropped. What she saw was not one of her friends, but a mermaid with short hair and a purple tail. 

“Surprised?” said the mermaid, laughing. “Bet you are! I’ve been watching you for quite a while, and I just had 

to meet you.” 

“You have?” said Catherine, finding something to say. “You mean you were spying on me?” 

The mermaid looked faintly troubled. “We-ell, I guess you’d call it that. I’m sorry if I…” 

“No, please stay,” said Catherine, who was finding this mermaid very interesting. She had never believed in 

merpeople even when she was an itsy bitsy toddler. “So, er…what do they call you?” 

The mermaid hesitated. “Well, my given name is Glitterdrops, but I hate that name.” 

“I can see why,” Catherine said, laughing. “What do you want me to call you?” 

“Sparksplash,” the mermaid whispered. 

“Sparksplash! That’s a great name!” Catherine said. “By the way, my name is Catherine.” 

“I like that name,” said Sparksplash decidedly. “I thought that story you were reading was cool.” 

“Really?” said Catherine beaming. “I wrote that!”  

“You did?” Sparksplash said. “It was fabulous!” 

And so the two of them dived into a long conversation. Catherine told Sparksplash about her house, her family, 

her writing. She told her about Olivia’s birthday, about her friends, about her cat, and about her studies. Spark-

splash told Catherine about her family, about her wanders, about secretly stealing up to the surface to watch 

people, about the time she’d found a pair of scissors on a rock and cut her hair. She told Catherine about a ship-

wreck she lived in, about her diving contests, and about her pet crabs. 
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“Wow. I wish I lived down there with you.” said Catherine. 

“And I wish I lived up here with you!” said Sparksplash. They looked at each other and laughed. 

Catherine unwrapped her sandwich and bit into it. 

“What’s that? Can I have some?” Sparksplash looked eagerly at the sandwich. 

“Of course,” Catherine handed her the sandwich. Sparksplash nibbled some and chewed. “It tastes really weird.” 

she mumbled. “What time is it?” 

Catherine checked her watch. “Drat,” she said. “You’ll have to get going. My family will be here it any mo-

ment.” 

“Oh my goodness,” Sparksplash said, “Mom must be thinking I was eaten by a shark.” 

“I’ll see you tomorrow,” Catherine said. “Can I bring Olivia? I’ll make sure we won’t say anything.” 

“Yes. I’ll be here at noon.” Sparksplash reached down and untied the seashell belt she was wearing. She slid two 

shells off. “One for Olivia and one for you. Goodbye!” 

“Goodbye! Thank you!” called Catherine as Sparksplash turned onto her stomach, and making little movements 

with her arms, slid into the water. 

Catherine turned around and saw Olivia running through the sand. In no time at all, Catherine had scooped her 

up. 

“There’s my birthday girl!” Catherine laughed and set her down again. She took the two shells Sparksplash had 

given her out of her pocket. “Which is it, green with spots or pink?” 

“Ooo! Pink, pink!” squealed Olivia as she snatched the shell up. 

Catherine looked at her shell and smiled. It was dark green with sliver spots. It made her think of the shimmer-

ing waves. 
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Are You Ready To Homeschool? 

By Kris Gardener 

Let’s face it, homeschooling is a huge step for anyone to 

undertake and it take lots and lots of preparation to get it 

right.  But don’t despair, if you put in the effort and hours 

BEFORE you start on the homeschooling path, you’ll be 

cruising along later on – promise! 

Most people fail in the early stages of homeschooling be-

cause they simply haven’t given each of the following points 

due consideration.  Don’t make the same mistake.  This is 

your and your children’s future & day to day life that you’re 

undertaking, so again, make sure you get it right BEFORE 

you start. 

Personality & Patience 

Ok, I’ll admit, this is the one I worried about most when I 

first decided to undertake homeschooling – ‘Am I too hot-

headed to do this’?!  Well, yes and no…if you’re organized 

and know how to ‘read’ your children, you’re halfway there 

already. 

You will be spending a lot of time with your children once 

you start homeschooling and most of that time is going to 

be, by necessity, in a controlled and orderly arrangement.  

If you are able to be firm with your children, mean ‘no’ when 

you say ‘no’ and set definite rules for your homeschool, 

then you’re well on your way to a successful homeschooling 

experience.  Your children may attempt to manipulate you 

into disrupting your homeschooling schedule, but you’re 

just going to have to set very firm guidelines from the start 

and enforce them, so they know that homeschooling time is 

learning time, not acting out time. 

Time 

The good news is that despite my initial misgivings, this was 

the least of my homeschooling worries.  The reality is that 

you will get as much done in a few hours as a regular 

classroom teacher would achieve in a full school day.  No 

attendance records, no time wasted on discipline (we 

hope!) and it will be much faster for you and your children 

to complete a lesson, simply because the tuition is one on 

one, which will speed everything up.   

The bad news is that you also need to spend time planning 

your curriculum, organizing lessons in advance and then 

cleaning up when you’re done.  Actually, I found all of this 

fun and a welcome part of my day, but we all differ, so take 

it into consideration. 

Money 

Homeschooling isn’t free – you’ll need resources, books, 

teaching materials.  You can pick up second hand books on 

eBay or Amazon for next to nothing and there are a myriad 

of free resources on the web for homeschooling parents.  

Sure, you can go crazy and spend lots of money on teaching 

resources and learning aids, but for the most part, every-

day household items will suffice just fine.  Don’t forget your 

local library and other free community resources.  This can 

be as cheap or expensive as you want it to be. 

Conclusion 

Think seriously about your TIME, MONEY AND PERSONALITY 

before undertaking homeschooling.  If you plan accordingly 

from the start and be HONEST about your capabilities, you’ll 

set yourself (and your children) up for a rewarding and 

enjoyable homeschooling experience.  Don’t think that you 

can’t do it just because you’re not the most patient person 

in the world, neither do you need to be.  You just need to be 

organized, committed and keep in mind why you wanted to 

do this in the first place.  From there, anything and every-

thing good is possible. 

.The Truth About Homeschooling 

By Kris Gardener 

No matter whether you’re just starting out with home-

schooling or if you’re a seasoned pro, there are times when 

you may question the sense of what you’re doing!  Here are 

some of the most common homeschooling concerns par-

ents face – and some advice to help get you through the 

tough times! 

Fear of Failure 

You’re going to make mistakes and get it wrong sometimes 

– that’s reality!  Just ensure you learn from the experience 

and then do the only logical thing - move on!  Sometimes 

mistakes can even lead to new and improved learning 

opportunities, so seize the moment, forget the supposed 

failure and run with the new direction you’re lesson is going 

in. 

Plan ahead, be organized and be prepared at times for a 

lesson to go in a completely different direction to that 

which you anticipated.  The more you plan, the better your 

homeschooling experience will be, but don’t beat up on 

yourself if things don’t always work out how you expected.  

No teacher is perfect – not even you! 

Going it Alone 

If you’re lucky enough to live in an area where there are 

other homeschooling groups or families, make it a priority 

to seek them out and share resources, lessons, stories, a 

shoulder to cry on – whatever it takes to make it easier for 

you and more enjoyable for your child.  The more help you 

can get, the better. 

While it’s possible to go it alone, help from a tutor in a 

subject you’re not so confident in or meeting up with other 

homeschooling families so your child can socialize, will 

make your homeschooling experience not only less stress-

ful, but much more enjoyable too. 

Staying Committed 

Take homeschooling one year at a time, step by step, piece 

by piece.  Don’t think of it as a decade (or more) of commit-

ment, as this can be overwhelming.  If you commit to a year 

at a time and accept that your situation and/or your desire 

to homeschool in the future may change, the experience will 

be much more manageable. 

Conclusion 

Homeschooling is a serious commitment.  It is a lifestyle 

choice.  It is at times hard work, but it is also fun, reward-

ing and a great way to get to know your children on a whole 

new level.  With proper planning, realistic expectations and 

by taking it step by step, you’ll set yourself (and your chil-

dren) up for a wonderful and rewarding homeschooling 

experience. 

 

 

 

 

 

K r is  G a r d e n e r  f ro m  H o m e s c h o o l  S e t Up 

(www.homeschoolsetup.com/free-report.php)  is an expat 

living in Thailand. She has homeschooled her children for 

several years. Homeschool SetUp offers practical advice 

and information for homeschooling parents.  

Click on the link below to receive a free mini-course detail-

ing the 10 most important steps to successful homeschool-

ing 

http://www.homeschoolsetup.com/free-report.php 

<a href="http://www.homeschoolsetup.com/free-

report.php">Visit Homeschool SetUp</a> 

Copyright 2012 Kris Gardener. 
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Homeschool Opinions:  

What’s your favorite book?  

My favourite series is by far Percy Jackson 

and the Olympians by Rick Riordan. It’s 

about these kids who have one regular 

mortal parent and one that is a Greek god. 

Those kids are called demigods or half -

bloods. The books are filled with Greek 

Mythology, action and adventure! And the 

story is told by Percy Jackson (in present 

tense) and he is pretty funny! I also love 

the second series which is like a sequel 

series after Percy Jackson and the Olympi-

ans. The second series is called The Heroes 

of Olympus and the third book in the se-

ries is came out in October! I hope you 

either pick up the books at your local 

book store or just reading them from the 

library because these are amazing books, 

not ones to miss. Rick Riordan is an excel-

lent writer and once you pick up the first 

book, you won’t be able to stop! 

Katie, age 14 

My favorite book series is proba-

bly the Percy Jackson and the 

Olympians by Rick Riordan. They 

are full of excitement, suspense, 

and the awesome story of friends 

who work together to save each 

other, over and over. There are 

battles, romantic scenes, argu-

ments, comedy moments, and 

more. Everything you could ever 

want… tucked into one book! 

Read them! They are super super 

good! 

Rosie, age 12 

I have this really good book called 
Moon Over Manifest. It is super good. 
It is about a girl named Abilene, and 
while here father is away, Abilene must 
adjust to life in manifest with an old 
friend of her father's, Shady. She starts 
school on the last day, and meets two 
girls. Together, they search for the 
mysterious ''rattler''. Looking for her 
watch, Abilene stumbles  upon Miss 
Sadie's divining parlor, and so begins 
her adventure. 

Peace L, age 9 

My favorite book series is the Rain-

bow Magic books by Daisy Mead-

ows. I like them because of the way 

the fairy, Kristy, and Rachel solve 

the problem. Fairyland and the girls 

always outrace Jack Frost and his 

goblins! Sweet and lovable! 

Christine, age 11 

The Stranger Next Door written 

by Peg Kehret and Pete the cat is 

my favorite book. It's so fun and 

interesting that I can't put it 

down for even a second. Part of it 

is written from a cat's perspective 

and part is written from a hu-

man's perspective. It's a mystery 

that all cat-lovers and mystery-

lovers would enjoy.  

Sydney, age 10 

 

My favorite book is Ghostgirl 

by Tanya Hurley. This book is 

really good! I loved the ending. 

Charlotte is my favorite. This 

has a very good story line. Nice 

and Creepy. Charlotte is a really 

nice girl. It was sad when she 

died, then woke up not know-

ing where she was. Piccolo Pam 

is the kind of friend I would 

totally want. Just not dead. 

Once you start reading this, 

you can’t stop! 

Maymunah, age 12  
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My favourite book (series) is definitely the 

Harry Potter series by J.K. Rowling, the 

greatest author of all time, though if I had 

to choose just one of them it probably 

would be HPOP (Harry Potter and the Or-

der of the Phoenix), because it introduces 

Kreacher (a rather extreme House Elf) and 

includes the DA (a resistance group – 

Dumbledore’s Army). This is my Harry 

Potter journey; the first time I read them 

was when I was 9 and just starting home-

schooling. We weren’t sure what to do so 

Papa sat us down and read the first few 

chapters to my younger brother and my-

self, so when he went to make lunch I car-

ried on reading and had finished reading 

the whole first book within the day and 

was ready to verbally bombard my mum 

by the time she came home. Since then 

we have made some great homeschool 

friends and watched all of the movies in 

one weekend, made and worn lavish cos-

tumes for the last movie’s premiere, and 

heaps more cool stuff, so yeah just in case 

you haven’t already realized, I LOVE Harry 

Potter! 

Matilda, age 11 

My favorite books are, without a 
doubt, Blackout, and its sequel, All 
Clear, by Connie Willis. The protago-
nists are mainly adults, but there are 
some kid characters. All of the charac-
ters have strong personalities, and the 
books helped me learn a lot about 
World War Two! 

Anna, age 11 

My favourite book series is without a doubt, 

the Chronicles of Narnia. In close second are 

Jane Austen’s Northanger Abbey and O’Dell’s 

Island of the Blue Dolphins. The former a recent 

favourite and the latter a favourite of mine for 

nearly as long as I can read :p Narnia, I like be-

cause of the setting and the large world that 

C.S. Lewis develops and portrays and the many 

characters. Also, the size and potential for other 

worlds (shown briefly in the Magician’s Neph-

ew) is very interesting. Northanger Abbey is nice 

because of how Austen portrays daily life and 

the customs of the era. As well as the character 

of Miss Morland. And lastly, the Blue Dolphins is 

just great. I would partially want to do some-

thing like that (so I might be lonely), but survival 

stories are just so fun to read. 

Phyllis, age 18 

I love Princess Academy by Shannon Hale, 

the tale of a mountain girl who must leave 

her close-knit community to attend a acad-

emy. All girls from the mountain village, 

aged 12-17, must attend for a chance to 

become the Prince of Danland’s future 

bride. It’s a beautiful story that gave me 

chills while reading it and Mount Eskel was 

described so vividly. Check it out ! 

Oh, and I love The Hunger Games series by 

Suzanne Collins. 

Cindy, age 12 

My favorite series is the Anne of 

Green Gables books! Lucy M. Mont-

gomery presents Anne as a fresh, 

humorous girl. For example, in the 

third book, her romantic hopes are 

bitterly crushed when a friend of 

hers proposes to her for her broth-

er who is too shy. Her seven freck-

les and red hair are a constant trial 

to her even as a middle-aged lady 

(in the 6th book) 

Sarah , age 14 

My favorite books are The Seven 

Sleepers by Gilbert Morris. They 

are the absolute best books ev-

er!  

Abigail, age 12 
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LOVE the fairy tale novels retold by Regina Do-

man. Like Shadow of the Bear, Black as Night, 

and Waking Rose; they are a great series. But I 

like The Midnight Dancers the best by far. And 

there is Alex O’Donnell and the Forty 

Cyberthieves. That’s a great book, too. And for 

anyone that has read the series I like Fish the 

best. All of the books here are by Regina Do-

man. The Midnight Dancers is a retelling of The 

Twelve Dancing Princesses set in contemporary 

times. Paul is a soldier who saves an older man’s 

life in a situation that sounds just like the recent 

war in Iraq or Afghanistan. Grateful, the older 

man asks him to come visit whenever he is in 

town. He reveals that he has six daughters and 

six step-daughters, and is worried about them. 

He wonders whether Paul, a young man, would 

be willing to help. Paul makes a promise to do 

what he can. The rest of the story is told from 

the point-of-view of Rachel, the eldest daugh-

ter. We see 17-year-old Rachel cooking and 

cleaning, child-minding, aided by her sisters and 

step-sisters. The parents are religious and strict 

and every day disappears into a sea of domestic 

chores. Of course, the girls feel restless. Of 

course, they would like some fun. Things begin 

to happen when one of the sisters discovers a 

secret passageway that leads to some stairs 

descending to a private beach. From there, the 

sister see an enticing island. They manage to 

persuade some local boys to bring them over in 

boats, where they meet a mysterious young 

man named Michael. But what does Michael 

want? And that is as far as I will go with the plot, 

so as not to spoil it for everyone. I didn’t think I 

was going to enjoy this story, because the begin-

ning of it is cluttered up with everyday triviality 

which makes it seem superficial. In fact, this 

novel has unexpected depths to it, so if the be-

ginning puts you off, my advice is to persevere. 

You won’t be disappointed.  

Naomiz, age 14 

I just LOVE the Mandie series and 
the Island of the Aunts is also a 
great book. Nancy Drew is the 
world’s best girl detective book 
series. And just to let you know 
that if you read the Mandie books 
out of order it gets really— um, 
how do I say it— cra-Z, ‘cause they 
very literately go of the same sen-
tence. I’ve talked enough. 

Klara, age 11 

My favorite book series ever is Harry Potter by 

J.K. Rowling, but since many people already 

know about those books I’m going to tell you 

about one of my other favorite book series— 

the Pendragon books by D.J. MacHale. Bobby 

Pendragon is just a normal 14-year-old with a 

best friend, a family, and  a dog, and he’s hap-

py that the girl he likes just kissed him for the 

first time. However, when Bobby’s fun and 

mysterious uncle tells him that someone’s in 

trouble and Bobby agrees to help, Bobby 

doesn’t know just what he’s getting into. So 

begins a series of adventures through time  and 

other worlds,  called “Territories,” and Bobby’s 

four-year battle against the evil Saint Dane. The 

story is told from Bobby’s point of view 

through various journals, and each book is 

thrilling, funny, and suspenseful.  Don’t miss 

out! 

Trisha, age 17 

NEXT HOMESCHOOL OPINIONS QUESTION: 

What is your favorite TV show?  

Answer now at  

bthmagazine.wordpress.com!  



43 

How To Get Your  

Free Homeschooling Resources  
By Kris Gardener 

Many parents are daunted by the price of 

homeschooling supplies and information, and 

with everything getting more and more expen-

sive these days, it's only getting tougher to 

make ends meet. Don't worry - it's possible 

(and not at all difficult) to get free home-

schooling stuff, and plenty of it. 

Below is a breakdown of some of the best 

places to obtain free homeschooling infor-

mation and supplies. 

The Internet 

There are literally hundreds of websites dedi-

cated solely to giving you, the homeschooling 

parent, the resources you need, so you, in 

turn, can give your child a proper education. 

Sure, some sites require registration or charge 

a fee for their services, but most don't - they 

just give it away, absolutely free! 

Lots of websites have math quizzes, suggested 

reading material - with questions for discus-

sions - and detailed science experiments, even 

for kids in the high school grades. 

Many sites try to give you everything you 

need, partly because they would want some-

one to do the same - and partly because they 

believe that every child should get a good, 

solid education. Often these websites are 

operated by like-minded homeschooling par-

ents. 

Some websites offer both free stuff plus mem-

bers only downloads - this is a great opportuni-

ty to try the free content and decide if you like 

it before making a decision on whether you 

wish to become a member of the site or not. 

Here's a list of some great sites to get you 

started, but by no means is this an exhaustive 

list: 

 http://homeschoolingadventures.com/

homeschoolingworksheets/  

 http://www.schoolexpress.com/  

 http://www.homeschoolmath.net/

worksheets/  

 http://www.tlsbooks.com/  

 http://www.insidehomeschooling.com/

free-worksheets.html  

 http://www.homeschoolmath.net/  

 http://donnayoung.org/index.htm  

 http://

freehomeschoolprintables.blogspot.com/  

 http://www.guesthollow.com/

homeschool/printables/printables.html  

Used Books 

Seriously! Many families get a small fortune 

worth of free books this way. Call up your local 

homeschooling or educational supply store 

and ask if they have any damaged books that 

they can't sell. 

Chances are, at least a few of the books you're 

looking for are partially damaged, and they'll 

be able to give them to you absolutely free. 

Your request won't be met with an awkward 

silence, so don't feel uncomfortable asking - 

plenty of parents do it. 

Homeschooling Groups 

Tons of homeschooling groups give away ma-

terial when you join in their classes or get-

togethers. You not only get a break from 

teaching, you also socialize with parents who 

homeschool their children, and get real, quali-

ty advice from someone who's 'been there, 

done that'. 

Sometimes there is a fee for joining these 

classes and groups. Most of the time though, 

they're completely free - either run on grants, 

or families just getting together and doing 

what they do. 

Word of mouth is the best way to find these 

groups, but they're all over the Internet, too. 

And many are always on the lookout for a few 

new members to take under their wing. 

Try the following for a start: 

 

http://www.home-school.com/groups/  

You can also go to the 'Yahoo Groups' homep-

age at http://groups.yahoo.com/ and search 

on 'Homeschooling' or 'Homeschool' to find an 

extensive list of homeschooling groups you 

may wish to join. 

Overall 

There are so many homeschooling resources 

that are literally right at your fingertips. Home-

schooling is becoming more and more main-

stream for so many different reasons, and it's 

just going to gain more popularity. 

 

Whether you want to teach your children what 

you believe, want to give your children a 

better education, or have an entirely different 

reason for wanting to homeschool, free home-

schooling stuff makes it easier and faster. 

 

 

 

Kris Gardener from Homeschool SetUp 

(www.homeschoolsetup.com/free-report.php)  

is an expat living in Thailand. She has home-

schooled her children for several years. Home-

school SetUp offers practical advice and infor-

mation for homeschooling parents.  

Click on the link below to receive a free mini-

course detailing the 10 most important steps 

to successful homeschooling. 

http://www.homeschoolsetup.com/free-

report.php 

Copyright 2012 Kris Gardener. 
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How To Plan a  
Homeschooling Curriculum 

By Kris Gardener 

The best way I’ve found to plan a homeschooling 

curriculum is to break it down, then break it down 

again and again until you’ve got a manageable 

amount of information to work with.  As always, I 

advocate as much planning as possible, a significant 

level of organization, plus a few other tricks to help 

you along the way! 

Break It Down 

It can be overwhelming to try to plan a whole home-

schooling curriculum, that’s why I strongly recom-

mend you first break the curriculum down into 

subject areas.  From there, you can decide on the 

topics you wish to cover over the period of a year, 

the sub-topics and finally the lesson plans them-

selves.   

Have in mind specific learning objectives for each 

subject area before you start.  This will assist you in 

deciding on the topics you wish to cover.  Don’t 

worry too much about detailed lesson plans but do 

be specific about what you want to achieve in each 

lesson.  Also ensure you allow time in each lesson 

for revision, follow up and your own critique of how 

it all went.  If you’re so inclined, you can also include 

testing time on a regular basis. 

You can get curriculum ideas from homeschooling 

groups online or in your local area, homeschooling 

websites and also from your state education depart-

ment. 

Don’t Forget Why You’re Doing This 

Document your reasons for homeschooling.  Put it 

up in a prominent place so you remember why 

you’re doing this and to help keep you focused on 

what you want to achieve.   

Have A Timeframe In Mind 

How long do you wish to spend (and have your chil-

dren spend) homeschooling?  Make sure you detail 

this on a daily, weekly, monthly and annual basis so 

you know what your commitment should be and so 

you stick to it!   

Keep in mind that homeschooled children generally 

take less time to complete lessons than children in 

regular schools.  As a general rule, I find that home-

schooling my children takes 3 hours or less daily.  

This will, of course, differ, depending on the age of 

your children and their ability for independent study, 

but half a day is usually sufficient for most home-

schooling situations.  The rest of your child’s day can 

be spent pursuing personal interests or in independ-

ent reading, study or specialist lessons such as 

music, sport etc. 

Keep Up The Interest 

To keep both yourself and your child motivated and 

interested, it’s a great idea to develop a curriculum 

or learning topic around a particular theme of 

interest.  Does your child love pirates?  Well, a 

month of pirate related activities and lessons is a 

great way to keep the interest up.  Themes can 

transcend across all subject areas – math, English, 

science, social studies, art, music, etc.   

 

Make sure you also include some free time for your 

children to independently learn or play (depending 

on their age level).  If they show an interest in a 

lesson beyond its conclusion, allow them to spend 

some independent time exploring the topic on their 

own. 

Excursions are a great way to escape the 

‘classroom’, extend a learning objective or create a 

new one.  The obvious places to visit are zoos, 

farms, museums, galleries, exhibitions, aquariums 

etc, but don’t limit yourself to these.  A train or bus 

trip, a visit to an ice-cream, toy or chocolate facto-

ry, a visit to an old person’s home, even a library or 

park trip can all be great learning opportunities. 

Conclusion 

It’s all in the planning – the more you plan and docu-

ment in the beginning, the easier and more success-

ful your homeschooling experience will be.  Take 

advantage of your local community and online re-

sources and play to your child’s interests.  With 

these tools under your belt, you’re well on your way 

to becoming a successful homeschooling parent. 

 

Kris Gardener from Homeschool SetUp 

(www.homeschoolsetup.com/free-report.php)  is an 

expat living in Thailand. She has homeschooled her 

children for several years. Homeschool SetUp offers 

practical advice and information for homeschooling 

parents.  

Click on the link below to receive a free mini-

course detailing the 10 most important steps to 

s u c c e s s f u l  h o m e s c h o o l i n g . 

http://www.homeschoolsetup.com/free-report.php 

<a href="http://www.homeschoolsetup.com/free-

report.php">Visit Homeschool SetUp</a> 

Copyright 2012 Kris Gardener. 
 

http://www.homeschoolsetup.com/free-report.php
http://www.homeschoolsetup.com/free-report.php
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 The Great Pyrenees— you may not have heard of 

this kind of dog, unless you or someone 

you know has a pet pyr. Nevertheless, 

the Great Pyrenees is  a beautiful 

guard dog and is a great pet. The 

Great Pyrenees is a breed of dog 

that has been around for a very 

long time; they’ve been used for 

hundreds of years by shepherds, 

including those of the people who in-

habit parts of the region in and around 

the Pyrenees Mountains of southern France 

and northern Spain.  However, the Great Pyrenees 

isn’t a herding dog— instead, this agile breed’s 

job is to guard the sheep. Male dogs grow to 

110–120 pounds (50–54 kg) while females 

reach 80–90 pounds (36–41 kg), so make 

sure you have enough room in your house 

for them! On average, the Great Pyrenees’ 

lifespan is 10 to 11 years.  

The Great Pyrenees is white, fluffy, and cute. They 

can have a long snout or a short snout de-

pending on the breeder, and look sort of  

like a cross between a wolf and a po-

lar bear. Sometimes they have dark 

markings on their ears and around 

their eyes. 

The Great Pyrenees is confident, 

gentle— especially with children— 

and affectionate. It is also extremely 

rare for these dogs to turn aggressive to-

wards their human family, making them great 

pets. When introduced to them as a puppy, the Great 

Pyrenees also gets along great with other dogs, alt-

hough in some cases they can have problems 

with other Pyrs of the same gender. 

Despite the fact that these dogs are 

very loyal, you can’t let them off 

leash or in a yard without a 

fence because it is in their breed 

to run away and “explore.” 

They always plan on coming 

back, but it’s dangerous to let 

them roam due to the fact that 

they can be gone for several years and 

could get hurt out in the wild.  Great Pyre-

nees, being guard dogs, tend to bark a lot even if 

you try to train them not to— this breed is 

very smart and very stubborn to train, 

but once they learn a trick or command 

they will never forget it.   

Another reason these dogs are great as 

pets is that they are relatively low-

maintenance. Although it’s nice to brush 

them every day, you really only need to brush 

them once or twice a week. They also 

don’t need very much exercise, so 

you don’t have to worry about 

walking them twice a day like 

you have to with some other 

breeds of dog. Great Pyrenees 

are playful, especially during 

the winter, and they love the 

snow! They also sleep a lot during 

the day and tend to be rather noc-

turnal.  

I recommend getting a Great Pyrenees, as personally I 

believe that they are the best dogs ever! 
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Enjoying Shakespeare 
You probably know who William Shake-

speare was — that Elizabethan England era 

guy who wrote those hard-to –understand 

plays, right? Well, yes— until you learn how 

to enjoy and understand Shakespeare’s plays.  

Once you get past all the  “thee-s” and 

“sirrahs,” Shakespeare isn’t very hard to un-

derstand at all, and it’s actually quite enjoya-

ble! 

GET USED TO THE LANGUAGE 

We recommend watching Shakespeare’s 

plays before reading them, especially  live.  

The actors know that most people can’t un-

derstand Elizabethan English so well, so they  

do a good job using body language and  ex-

pressions so that you understand what is go-

ing on. Then when you want to read them, 

try reading the Cliff versions (which have a 

an area where difficult words are translated) 

or the versions where the Shakespeare text is 

side-by-side with text “translated” into mod-

ern English (sometimes the translations 

aren't’ perfectly accurate, but the side-by-side 

version is good for beginners). Once you read 

and watch enough Shakespeare plays, you’ll 

get used to the language and Shakespeare 

plays will be a lot easier to understand!  

WHAT PLAYS SHOULD YOU READ/

WATCH? 

There are many Shakespeare plays— ranging 

from the more well-known ones, such as Ro-

meo and Juliet, and the ones almost nobody 

has heard of, such as Coriolanus. We recom-

mend that if you’re interested in reading 

Shakespeare’s plays, you should be age eleven 

or older. Sure, there are some Shakespeare 

plays that you probably shouldn’t be reading 

at age eleven *cough, cough, Titus Androni-

cus, cough, cough* but generally, most eleven

-year-olds should be able to deal with the 

content of Shakespeare’s plays. If you’re un-

sure if one of the more obscure plays is ap-

propriate for you or not, feel free to look it up 

on the internet, or ask an adult who likes 

Shakespeare.  

Now that you know a little bit about how to 

get started in enjoying Shakespeare, we’re 

going to give you some descriptions of just a 

few of Shakespeare’s plays. See one you like? 

Then look for it being performed near you, 

get it on DVD, or just read it! 

ROMEO AND JULIET 

The Capulets and Montagues are families 

who have been feuding so long they don’t 

know why. Romeo, a romantic and melan-

choly young Montague who’s just gotten 

over a crush on a girl named Rosalind, has 

found his true love. The only problem is, 

she’s  Juliet— a girl who’s the daughter of 

Lord Capulet. Nearly 14, Juliet is just as in 

love with Romeo as he is in love with her, but 

she has the same problem— as Romeo is a 

Montague! Ever heard of The Hunger Games? 

Well, meet the original “star-crossed lovers” 

in Shakespeare’s romantic tragedy Romeo and 

Juliet.  

HAMLET 

“To be or not to be, that is the question” 
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You’ve probably heard that quote  before, but 

did you know that the person talking is 

young Hamlet, prince of Denmark, who is 

asking himself whether he should continue 

living anymore? Hamlet  had already been 

dealing with some problems, seeing as his 

father died and Hamlet’s mom then married 

her deceased husband’s brother, but then 

something happens that changes Hamlet’s 

life even more: Hamlet en-

counters the ghost of his fa-

ther, who tells Hamlet a star-

tling secret that causes Hamlet 

to begin to slip into madness. 

The story of Hamlet is sad and 

intriguing and is a Shake-

speare play you don’t want to 

miss.  

THE TAMING OF THE 

SHREW 

Bianca is gorgeous, rich, and 

sought after by all the guys in 

Padua. However, the suitors 

are out of luck, because Bianca 

isn’t allowed to marry until her feared and 

shrewish older sister, Katherina the Curst,  is 

married.  Lucentio falls head-over-heels in 

love with Bianca, and dresses up as a tutor in 

order to get to know her better while his 

servant takes his place in getting to know 

Bianca’s father. Meanwhile, Hortensio, one of 

Bianca’s suitors, has convinced his friend 

Petruchio to marry Katherina!  However, 

Katherina has never gotten along with any-

one before— can Petruchio tame the shrew? 

Can Katherina actually find true love? Which 

boy will get to marry Bianca? Find out in the 

hilarious comedy The Taming of the Shrew.  

MACBETH 

Three mysterious witches give Macbeth a 

prophecy that comes true., causing Macbeth 

to wonder if their next prophecy will come 

true as well— they say that Macbeth will be 

come king, and that his friend Banquo’s chil-

dren will become kings. Refusing for the 

prophecy not to come true, Macbeth and his 

wife come up with a plot to kill the current 

king to insure that  the witches were right. 

However, as Macbeth and 

his wife become deeper 

and deeper involved in a 

web of lies, deceit, and 

murder, it seems that the 

price of power is more 

costly than Macbeth ever 

could have imagined. As 

Macbeth gains power, he 

loses himself, but he is 

sure that no one can 

bring him down— the 

witches told him that he 

could only be defeated by 

someone who is not born 

of woman. What human couldn’t be born of 

woman? Will the witches’ prophecies come 

true? Will the plans of Macbeth and his wife 

be worth it? Find out in JK Rowling’s favor-

ite Shakespeare play, Macbeth. 

MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING 

Benedick and Beatrice are a witty pair of ri-

vals who are always arguing, but their 

friends have a plan to get them together. 

However, Benedick swears he’s never going 

to get married and Beatrice seems as if she 

won’t either. Meanwhile, Claudio falls in love 

with Hero and the two are going to get mar-

ried, but Don John, the prince’s vengeful ille-

gitimate brother, comes up with an evil plot 

to stop the wedding. Will Hero and Claudio 

David Tennant as Hamlet in original 

Shakespeare with  modern dress 
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have a happy ending? Will Beatrice and Ben-

edick actually fall in love? Find out in this 

hilarious yet suspenseful comedy, Much Ado 

About Nothing.  

THE TEMPEST 

If you like magic , sorcerers, spirits, and ro-

mance, then The Tempest is the Shakespeare 

play for you. In a style reminiscent of Clive 

Barker’s Abarat, The Tempest is 

the story of the magician Pros-

pero and his daughter Miran-

da. Prospero is the rightful 

duke of Milan, but his brother 

overthrew him and now he is 

living on an island along with 

the mischievous invisible spirit 

Ariel and Caliban, the mon-

strous witch’s son. Also living 

on the island is Prospero’s 15-

year-old daughter Miranda, 

who falls in love with a ship-

wrecked boy named Ferdi-

nand. Ferdinand was traveling 

with Prospero’s brother, and 

Prospero send a storm which caused every-

one on the ship to be shipwrecked. Will any-

one ever get of the island? Will Miranda and 

Ferdinand’s romance work out? Will Ariel 

ever be freed from his duties as Prospero’s 

slave? Find out The Tempest.   

A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM 

Hermia and Lysander are in love, but Her-

mia’s father wants her to marry Demetrius, 

who is also in love with Hermia. Hermia’s 

best friend Helena is in love with Demetrius, 

but Demetrius doesn’t want anything to do 

with Helena. Hermia and Lysander plan to 

run away together, but Helena decides to tell 

Demetrius what is going on in an attempt to 

get Demetrius to like her better.  Meanwhile, 

the king of the fairies, Oberon, and the queen 

of the fairies, Titania, are in the middle of an 

argument. Oberon decides to play a trick on 

his wife with the help of the mischievous 

Puck, also known as Robin Goodfellow. 

When Oberon notices the trouble between 

Helena, Hermia, Demetrius, and Lysander, he 

instructs Puck to give the Athenian boy in 

the forest a love potion so 

that the romance prob-

lems will be worked out. 

The only problem is, 

Puck gives the potion to 

the wrong boy!  During 

this chaos, a group of in-

experienced actors are 

trying to put on a play, 

but it isn’t working out. 

The play is funny, but 

will all of the love trou-

bles be sorted out? Read 

A Midsummer Night’s 

Dream to find out! 

AS YOU LIKE IT 

Orlando fell in love with a girl named 

Rosalind, who becomes banished from a court 

and decides to flee, dressed as a boy! Howev-

er, Orlando is still deeply in love with 

Rosalind. Who better to give him romance 

advice that Rosalind herself— only dressed 

as a boy, so he doesn’t even know it’s her! 

This play is another funny comedy and quite 

enjoyable! 

___ 

Now that you’ve learned a little about a few 

plays, what are you waiting for? Go watch or 

read a Shakespeare play and see if you’ll end 

up enjoying Shakespeare!  

A painting of Miranda from The 

Tempest 
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Arts and PhotosArts and PhotosArts and Photos      

 

Messy Bessie Jessie 

Jessie is a messy bessy.  

Her room is so, so, so, messy!  

She thinks cleaning up is lame,  

She likes the being messy game!  

But then one day her mother said,  

“Oh Jessie dear, please make your bed!”  

“You better behave! Pick up your floor good!”  

For behind Jessie’s mother the Queen patiently stood.  

“No Mother, oh please don’t make me do that!”  

“If I do that I’ll turn into a brat!”  

“Ok, young lady”, the Queen sternly said 

“Let me come to see Jessie’s bed”. 

You see Jessie’s bed was made of out fine metal, 

All pink and purple and green and yellow. 

The Queen was planning on taking it away 

While she let Mother & Jessie have a day 

With her fancy limo and little miss maids. 

But when the Queen entered she could not see anything 

For Jessie is a messy bessy! 

“Ok, I think I’ll go now” she said 

But she was stuck and didn’t know how. 

Then Jessie conked her with a broom 

And the Queen fell down in Jessie’s messy room. 

And that’s how messiness can save the day. 

By Isabella, age 9 

A Sonnet Sonnet 
O sonnet Shakespearean in good words 

Written with three quatrains and one couplet 
In Iambic Pentameter you’re heard 

A B A B C D C D a set 
Plus E F E F G and G complete 

You can write about whatever you want 
Who wouldn’t think sonnets are really neat? 

Use big words or write it in a cool font 
Like “enigmatic” in ALGERIAN  

Talk of love or hate or chocolate white 
Mucus green or contest you want to win 
It really does not matter what you write 

But what if you do not know what to do?  
Well here is A Sonnet Sonnet for you!  

By Trisha, age 17 

A Taylor Swift-Style Love Sonnet 

Let me tell you about this love I found 
A love so won’drous to my lonely heart 

Your funny laugh makes me feel safe and sound 
The way you look just causes me to start 

To smile so wide I feel like I could fly 
And seeing you always brightens my day 
You’re there for me when I think I will cry 

I wrote this sonnet just so I could say 
My love for you always keeps me going  
I want to know if you love me the same 

Tell me if the admiration’s showing 
I think it is— if not I am to blame 

I’ll love you through the bad and through the good 
Don’t talk— just kiss me if you think I should 

By Trisha, age 17 

 
Send in your arts and photos to bthsubmissions@yahoo.com! 
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Thanks for reading 
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