
 



Founders’ Page 

Hi, Back-to-Homeschool readers! Welcome 

to the third BTH issue! We’re proud to say 

that we have over 900 subscribers and over 

17,000 unique views on our website! For 

you homeschooled readers, we hope you’re 

having either a great summer or a great 

winter, depending on where you live. Even 

though during summertime some 

homeschooled girls have reached the end 

of the school year, it doesn’t mean that it’s 

the end of learning, or hanging out with 

your homeschooled friends! In this issue, 

we have some exciting and interesting 

articles, as well as some info about our new 

“BTH Pen Pals” program! You can now 

apply for a homeschooled pen pal by 

emailing bthpenpals@yahoo.com and 

entering some information. We want to 

thank Mairi, who suggested the idea! You 

can learn more on our website, 

www.bthmagazine.wordpress.com. Also, 

we have a request: we need cover 

submissions with pictures of homeschooled 

girls from different cultures and of different 

colors. Whether you’re Hispanic, African-

American, Asian, Native American, or from 

somewhere else in the world, since our 

magazine is an international magazine for 

homeschooled girls around the globe, we 

think it would be great if on our covers we 

can feature a variety of girls of all shapes, 

sizes, and colors! Also, congratulations to 

Madi - she’s submitted more than anyone 

to BTH! We hope you enjoy the latest issue 

of Back-to-Homeschool, and thank you for 

spreading the word and submitting articles! 

 

 

The founders, Trisha (left) and Ijana (right) 
~Photograph by Roman DeArmas~ 

 

Attention BTH readers- 
Did someone write an article about having a new baby 
sibling? Oops, we accidentally deleted it! If you submitted 
this article, please re-send- we apologize for this! 
! If you wrote an article accepted for this issue but it’s not 
out yet, don’t worry- you’ll see it in our next one- we’re 
going to have TWO summer issues to kick-off BTH going 
bimonthly!

Want to advertise on the 

website for the most popular 

magazine for 

homeschooled girls? Don’t 

miss your chance! 

Email bthmagazine@yahoo.com 

for more information! 

 

mailto:bthpenpals@yahoo.com
http://www.bthmagazine.wordpress.com/
mailto:bthmagazine@yahoo.com
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What Did You Do For Homeschool Today? 

Julia Wrote a Story About What Happened Last Christmas! 

My Mighty Christmas 

By Julia, age 8 

 

It was December already, and I 

didn’t have a present for my sister, 

Charlotte. I really wanted to make 

something for her instead of 

buying. Then I had a great idea. I 

could make her a doll! And not 

just any doll, a kind of doll that 

she collects. It is called an Ugly 

Doll, but they’re not really ugly. I 

told my mom right away, and she 

thought it was a great idea! A 

couple days later, we went to the 

fabric store. They didn’t have the 

right fabric, which was fleece. So 

we bought an extremely soft fabric. It was 

purple, and it sheds fluff everywhere. It was 

perfect. At home I brainstormed 

lots of ideas for what my doll 

would look like. And I 

brainstormed some names. 

Finally, I picked out a good design 

and a great name. I called him 

Mighty, which is funny, because 

he was made of purple fluff. 

 About a week later, we set to 

work. My mom took me into her 

room. We got a needle, some 

thread, scissors, and felt. We cut 

out the fabric, and we cut out a 

circle from the felt for an eye. It had only one 

eye, because Ugly Dolls are 

supposed to be monsters, but not 

scary monsters. Cute monsters. I 

started to stitch the eye on to the 

front of the body. When I finished 

attaching the eye onto my doll, I 

sewed a little circle in the middle 

of the eye for the pupil. Then I 

sewed the mouth. When I showed 

it to my mom, she said it was 

great! The next day I got the 

sewing machine ready, and then I sewed the two 

body pieces together, leaving a 

hole for the stuffing to go in. 

Sewing wasn’t hard, and I was 

done in no time. I got the big bag 

of stuffing from downstairs and 

stuffed it in. Well, I didn’t stuff the 

whole bag in, just a bit. When I 

was done stuffing, I hand sewed 

the little hole where I put the 

stuffing in together. And then I 

stood back and looked at it. I have 

to say, it looked great. 

 

 



 

 

What did YOU do today? Let 

us know through email: 

bthsubmissions@yahoo.com! 

What Did You Do Today? 
Heidi, age 11, played with her and her friend’s dogs! 

 
Hi, my name is Heidi. I have a dog called Molly. She is a golden retriever. And my friend Natalie has a 
mobility dog called Idol. Then one day Idol got a female golden retriever pregnant! And Natalie’s family 
got one of the puppies and named it Phoebe. Natalie came over to our house and brought Phoebe with 
her! Here are the photos of me and Natalie with Molly and Phoebe. 
 

 

Molly and me, and Natalie and Phoebe!                         Here’s Phoebe, sniffing out the yard! 

 

Natalie and the dogs pose! 

 



 

 

Does The Homeschool Year Really End? 

An Educational Summer 
 

The homeschool year is often considered 

to end when summertime comes. Not all 

homeschooled kids do this, of course, as 

some homeschooling families have 

structured school all year. But of course, 

they still have breaks from homeschool 

once in a while. No matter which way 

you’re homeschooled, you will have some 

kind of break from homeschool, a day 

where there is no schoolwork… or can 

you? Is it possible for your homeschool 

year to really end? I don’t think so, and 

here is why! 

During summertime, or whenever you 

have a break from your homeschool year, 

you may not sit down and do pages of 

math or write a paper. But you can still 

learn in other ways during the summer, 

and this helps explains the saying, 

“Homeschool: The World is the 

Classroom.” During summertime, your 

classroom isn’t a place to sit down, it’s the 

entire world, whether you know it or not! 

Just imagine… 

You’re playing outside with your little 

brother. “Tag, you’re it!” you yell, but your 

brother stops and points at something on 

the ground. You discover it is a 

caterpillar. Curious, you observe how it 

moves, its brilliant colors, and stripes. 

Later, you look in your encyclopedia and 

discover which kind it is! Or maybe… 

You and your sister decide to make a 

movie. She’s playing a fairy queen, so you 

get out some sparkling makeup and apply 

it around her eyes to make her look more 

magical. Afterward, both you and your 

sister learn a lot about costumes and 

makeup, and learn even more when you 

try out that new movie making program 

on your computer! Or maybe… 

You go to the grocery store with your 

mom. She says that she’d like you to 

collect half the items on the list because 

she’s in a hurry, so you each get a 

shopping cart and split the list in two. She 

gives you a calculator so that you can 

count up the prices.  You get started and 

learn about grocery shopping, prices, and 

which brands are the best! 

Any of the above ways, and anything else 

you could imagine to do during a break 

from schoolwork, is still a way to learn! 

Whether you’re playing outside or 

reading, there is always a way to find 

education, even when you aren’t sitting at 

a table to learn! 

-The Founders 

 



 

 

Why Are We So Different? 

By Emily, age 10 

 

Why are we so different, homeschooling girls and public-schooling girls??? 

The reason we are so different is because we homeschoolers were raised with higher 

standards. And we were not exposed to things we should never be. 

Although you can get along with some public-schoolers, sometimes you wonder if there is ever 

going to be a way where you can be friends with others. A few days ago I wanted to go to public 

high school but then I went and got to see the inside of one. I was astonished at what I saw. 

Dark halls, fluorescent lighting, nasty language, and horrible bathrooms were enough to 

convince me that I would never want to be there ever again. Right then and there I realized 

how lucky I am to have parents that want to homeschool me, and I thanked my mom so much 

for never putting me in a public school! Now I can honestly see why we are so different. Now I 

can see that everybody who is home schooled should be so grateful and thankful to have their 

parents!!!! 

 

“… I realized how lucky I am to have parents that want to homeschool me, and I 

thanked my mom for never putting me in a public school!” 



 

 

 
Homeschooling in Ireland  

By Aideen, age 13 

 

 
 

 

 

1)   How do you think 

homeschooling in Ireland is 

different from anywhere else? 

Well, in Ireland there aren’t as many 

homeschooling 

families (though 

the numbers are 

growing), for 

example we are 

the only 

homeschooling 

family in our 

whole town! So 

there aren’t as 

yet homeschool 

co-ops etc. I 

have lots of 

homeschooled 

pen pals and 

friends from 

around the world 

though. And a 

really good 

homeschool pen 

pal who lives in 

Co. Cork in Ireland, we write to each other 

nearly every week.  Also, last summer our 

good friends from Virginia came to stay 

with us for a whole month, that was fun 

and the whole family learnt a lot about 

what it’s like 

to 

homeschool 

in America. 

We don’t 

have a 

homeschool 

prom here 

either, but 

when I am 

15 me and 

my family 

are hoping to 

travel to 

Virginia to 

our friends 

so we can 

take part in 

co-ops and 

so that I can 

attend the 

prom with my friend; I`m very excited 



 

 

about that! Here in Ireland we have a 

homeschool network called HEN (Home 

Education Network) and they have some 

meetings and have started to have a yearly 

conference, but there aren’t that many 

families involved yet. They also do a 

magazine for the parents and a magazine 

for the kids (Chicklit) so I contribute to 

that. Our Library is just across the road 

from where we live and they are very 

helpful, they get books in for me and my 

Mom, etc. It’s kind of like being 

homeschooled in a place like the country, 

you are just not that near other 

homeschoolers. 

 

2) Do you enjoy being 

Homeschooled there? 

Yes! It was weird at first, I used to go to 

public school, but Mom’s been 

homeschooling us for 6 years now. I find it 

easier to cope too (I have Aspergers 

Syndrome) and it was hard for me in 

school to keep up with the academic work, 

and also I was bullied a bit for being 

“different.” It’s nice here as Ireland is a 

small country so you are never too far 

away from something to do , for example 

we are only a 20 minute train journey away 

from Dublin city ,and next month we are 

all going (the whole family) to see the 

Tutankhamen exhibition in Dublin. When 

we go to a museum or anything Mom and 

Dad pack a picnic and we all have a fun 

day out. Also where we live (Maynooth 

Town) has a castle and University and huge 

playground so we take our homeschool 

work out on fine days. We also have a big 

garden and grow our own vegetables. We 

have a school room in our house, and my 

friends love it! Lots of my friends would 

love to be homeschooled now! 

  

3) How difficult is it to get 

permission to homeschool there? 

Are there any laws restricting how 

you do it? 

My Mom helped me with this answer... 

Well it’s not difficult at all; our 

constitution, as written by our first 

president Eamonn de Valera actually states 

that the parent is the first educator of the 

child, so we are permitted by law to 

homeschool. You just register with the 

NEWB (National Education Welfare Board) 

and they send out an inspector to your 

home to see how you are educating your 

child, e.g. what books you are using etc. 

You can use any method you like, e.g. 

unschooling; it really doesn’t matter so long 

as you are being taught the 3 Rs and also 

moral and physical education. That is the 

first inspection and you must register all 

your children when they reach 6 years of 

age. After that the inspector only comes out 

every few years to check that each child is 

learning what they should be. The 

Inspectors are very easy going and it’s even 

though it’s a formal check they just 

basically sit in on your homeschool for 

about an hour and look at some of your 

work. When they write the report they send 

you a copy also. So far there are no plans 



 

 

to have homeschooled children do a yearly 

test or anything. And you are left to your 

own discretion as to whether you want to 

sit state exams (the Junior and Leaving 

certificates). In Ireland at the moment you 

can’t get a college place unless you have 

sat these exams, but you can wait until you 

are over 23 to apply for a place in college 

as a mature student; it’s up to each family 

and child whether they want to sit these 

exams. If you do, you register for them and 

then go to the exam centres with other high 

school students on the day to sit the exams. 

  

4)   Other Information? 

My favourite subjects are art, history and 

English... I’m not very good at Maths, but 

my Dad is so he helps me with that. We 

use some school books, and we also use 

library books, DVDs and games and the 

internet. We also use Skype to keep in 

touch with homeschooled friends around 

the world, and one of my Mom’s friends in 

America teaches me science via Skype 

when she is teaching her own kids, then my 

Mom does an art class. My little sister 

Daisy is 3-and-a-half now so she sits in on 

some art lessons too, and I like to read to 

her, so she is learning her letters. For my 

spare time I like playing my DS and I like 

listening to CDs, I really like the Jonas 

Brothers, Girls Aloud and Vanessa-Mae. I 

also love animals, I have a dog called 

Oscar and a cat called W.B. I love going 

into Dublin city to shop in the second hand 

clothes shop, my favourite is “Lucy’s 

Lounge.” I love vintage style clothes and 

wearing clothes that are “different.” I also 

help my Mom and Dad every year on the 

families craft stall at the local craft fair; my 

Mom knits and my Dad makes ornaments 

and signs from wood. This year I had my 

own stall selling home-made lemonade, so 

that was lots of fun! 

 

 
 

 

 

You can email 

Aideen at 

scoildai@eircom.net! 



 

 

Homeschooling in 

Switzerland 
 

By Sarah, age 12 

I have been considering the differences which separate homeschooling in 

Switzerland and homeschooling in the U.S. First of all, there is a higher percent of 

homeschoolers in the U.S.; this makes a big difference in the way kids treat you. 

For example, if you would tell a child in the U.S. that you homeschooled, he 

would probably not be especially surprised. In Switzerland, however, if you tell a 

child that you homeschooled, he would probably give you a long wide-eyed stare, 

and say something such as ‚I’ve never heard of a kid doing homeschool before.‛ 

They would then take it upon themselves to tell all the other kids who would then 

come and ask you in a low voice, ‚Do you really homeschool?‛ or ‚Are you 

allowed to cheat during tests?‛    ‚No‛   ‚What? You aren’t allowed to cheat on 

tests?!‛ 

 



 

 

 

The small percent of homeschoolers also affects the number of activities, 

get-togethers, and field trips. Our homeschool group only gets together about every 

6 months, as it is not possible to get together more often because a lot of the 

homeschoolers are very spread out and there is hardly anyone my age. Field trips 

are also few and far between. 

 

It seems that children over here are also learning more languages. In the 

French-speaking part of Switzerland, French, English, and German are obligatory in 

7
th
 through 9

th
 grade. Italian is another option in high school. 

 

Another difference is the school hours. For me, school starts at 7:30 and 

finishes at 11:30. I usually practice my violin for half an hour during that time. 

School then resumes again at 12:30 and goes on ‘till 3:30 or 4:30. After taking a 

quick snack, I play another half hour of violin, finish my homework, do my 

chores, and the day is mine.  Still, 7-8 hours of school is quite a bit. But I have 

Wednesday afternoons off. (Not all homeschoolers follow such a strict schedule.) 

 
Sarah’s pet mice 

 

 



 

 

Also, every year up to 6
th
 grade, you are forced to take the Iowa Test of 

Basic Skills (or use a correspondence school) and send the scores into the Swiss 

authorities. From 7
th 

to 9
th
 grade, they force you to go to a school to take their 

exams at the end of the year. The Swiss authorities (or at least the ones my brother 

and I have known) are very hard on homeschoolers. A friend of mine, having 

taken the 7
th
 grade Iowa math test in 6

th
 grade, and asked if she could skip the 7

th
 

grade Swiss math exam (which is in French), and received the answer ‚Take the 8
th
 

grade test then!‛ 

 

One advantage of living in Europe is that I am able to see the historical 

ruins of the ancient and Middle Ages people I learn about. As a matter of fact, 

right under my town square there are the ruins of the old church that most likely 

belonged to the Romans. It’s kind of astounding to think that a Roman may have 

camped in my back yard! Besides having also seen Roman ruins in Rome, I have 

seen them in France and England. There are castles, cathedrals, and houses from 

long ago. All these are marks, from those people from long ago, which I get to 

witness.  

 

These are the differences which I see between homeschooling in Switzerland and 

homeschooling in the U.S. 

 



 

 

How to... 
Make a Really Cool Shirt! 

 

There is an infinite number of things that you can do with a plain white shirt. You can tie-dye it. You can cover 

it with doodles. You can have all your friends sign it. You can write your favorite saying on it. You can 

make it into a Halloween costume. And that’s just a few things. There are lots more. In fact, you can do 

just about anything with it. For example, you can cut a hole out of the front and wear a bright shirt 

underneath. Make sure to wear the bright shirt underneath, because otherwise strangers (or friends) 

will be staring at you! You can draw teeth around the hole and draw eyes and a nose above the hole to 

make it look like a person with his or her 

mouth open wide. People will constantly 

be mentioning to you how much they love 

your shirt. Another thing you could do is 

to cut the hems off the sleeves and 

bottom, so that the edges will curl up. You 

could also do that to the collar if you want. 

If you want all your friends to sign it, a 

“curled up” shirt works great. Also, if 

you want a few friends to sign it you 

should go all out and have all your friends 

sign it. Make sure the signatures cover the 

shirt. Of course the signatures don’t have 

to cover the shirt if you don’t want them 

to, but it looks really cool that way. 

Another great thing to do with white 

shirts is to dye them! Not tie-dye them. I 

mean, you can tie- dye them too, but dye 

as in a bucket full of dye turning the shirt one color. You can dye a white shirt just about any color. And if 

you do a light color you can write a saying on that dyed shirt too! You can get thin, white undershirts 

and cut the sleeves off if you play soccer with your friends and need a way to tell the teams apart. One 

team can just wear the makeshift pinnies. I bet you can think of your own things to do with a white shirt 

too! You can cut it up in some way, make a pillow out of it, color it in some way, or just about anything! 

Ijana’s favorite shirt that she made says “THIS SHIRT IS ON BACKWARD” on the back, and then Ijana 

wears it backwards. That’s proof that you can do anything with a shirt, so go buy some white shirts and 

see what you can do with them! 

 

 



 

 

Arts and Crafts – Whiteboard Paintings 

 

To make a whiteboard painting, simply buy a small whiteboard and some markers, and 

then cover the whiteboard with a drawing! The drawing can be of anything. Ijana and her 

brother made a whiteboard painting of an old farm with cows, chickens, horses, tomatoes, 

cabbages, apples, two lakes, and a swimming pool. But your whiteboard painting doesn’t 

have to be anything recognizable – you can make it a rainbow spiral, or it could even be 

purple and blue striped with yellow spots! Whatever it looks like, send a picture of it to 

bthsubmissions@yahoo.com for a chance to see it in a future Arts and Photos section! 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you have a good piece of art, a cool craft, or an amazing photo? 

Send it in to bthsubmissions@yahoo.com- you might have it featured 

in Back-to-Homeschool in our Arts and Photos section! 

mailto:bthsubmissions@yahoo.com
mailto:bthsubmissions@yahoo.com-


 

 

 How to Make…  

Math 
…More Fun!     

Math seems to be the subject that everyone 

hates the most. All you do is write complicated 

equations on paper. There’s no way to make it 

fun – or is there? Actually, there are lots of 

ways to make math fun! 

The problem is that most 

fun math courses start 

with middle or high 

school math, so 

elementary-level 

homeschoolers have to go 

with the boring courses. 

Well, the good thing 

about that is that 

addition, subtraction, multiplication and 

division (or any basic arithmetic) is the easiest 

math to make fun without using a course or 

curriculum. To learn about money just go to 

the store. To learn addition or subtraction your 

parents could ask you something like, “We 

used to have 12 sunflowers, but then we gave 4 

away. Can you count the ones we have left?” 

That can also be used for multiplication or 

division. Now, if you are to the middle school 

or high school level, try the “Life of Fred” math 

course. The first book is Fractions, and it goes 

up through Calculus. Fred 

makes math really fun 

using real life situations 

that are funny. Another 

way to learn math is by 

using Vedic mathematics, a 

math system that uses 

memory instead of 

calculations to learn things. 

It doesn’t make it “fun,” 

but it makes things that are usually difficult a 

lot easier. Another great math book series is 

“Math Doesn’t Suck” for middle-schoolers and 

“Kiss My Math” and “Hot X” by Danica 

McKeller. They’re easy to understand math 

books for girls that help out a ton with math!  



 

 

Meet Elizabeth, age 11 

 

We asked Elizabeth some questions about homeschooling. 

 

BTH: Have you always been homeschooled? 

Elizabeth: Yes. 

 

BTH: What’s your favorite part about homeschooling? 

Elizabeth: Staying home, and learning whatever I want. 

 

BTH: What’s your least favorite part? 

Elizabeth: I don’t really have a least favorite part, I love it all! 

 

BTH: Do you think you’re unschooled, homeschooled, or schooled at 

home? 

Elizabeth: Homeschooled. 

 



 

 

BTH: How many hours every day do you do homeschool-work? 

Elizabeth: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

BTH: What’s your favorite subject? 

Elizabeth: History. 

 

BTH: Do you have any homeschooled friends? 

Elizabeth: Yes. 

 

BTH: If there was a school that met all of your requirements, would you 

go? 

Elizabeth: Probably not. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Ijana and Aidan in their Bone-Dog and Whity costumes. 

 

Ijana is part of a show that she and her family made up, about two of her brother’s 

stuffed dogs, which are named Bone-Dog and Whity. In the show, Ijana and her 

brother, Aidan, are two little kids at bedtime. Their mom tells them to get ready for 

bed, but they decide to play Bone-Dog and Whity instead. Ijana and Aidan change 

into dog costumes to show what happens to Bone-Dog and Whity in their 

imaginations. Bone-Dog and Whity are two fun-loving dogs who travel the 

universe looking for adventure. The Evil Monkey, Anonymous follows them 

everywhere to play silly tricks on them, like taking away their fur! Without their 

fur, Bone-Dog and Whity go on their traveling bed to Underground Antarctica and 

eat momsicles. Then Anonymous turns them into crackers, and they fly in their 

magic spaceship to the far away Dog Planet to climb up the Tree of Dooblidore. 

The Tree of Dooblidore has a special red button at the top that you can push to turn 

off the Dog Planet’s rainbow sun. Bone-Dog and Whity think that if they do that, 

they might turn back into dogs, because it would be like starting a new day. 



 

 

What happens next? You have to decide that yourself! Or maybe you could go to 

sleep and dream about it. After all, anything can happen in a dream! 

 

Ijana and Aidan in their “pajamas,” ready to start the show. 

Ijana and her family spent many days preparing for The Adventures of Bone-Dog 

and Whity, which they have performed at two churches and two libraries. The 

costumes were made for them, but everything else they did themselves. They made 

four backdrops and turned a dolly into Bone-Dog and Whity’s traveling bed and 

magic spaceship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The Underground Antarctica backdrop, with momsicles at the bottom. 

Everyone spent hours rehearsing the songs that they would sing, and practicing 

their cues and making sure they were in the right spot. Everything had to be 

perfect. 

It turned out really well at the first two performances, which were in two different 

churches. 

For the third performance, Ijana’s mom built their own support system for the 

backdrops, because in the first two performances they had used whatever was 

available to hang their backdrops on. It was made out of PVC pipe and it was 

really cool-looking! Ijana and Aidan had fun playing with the pieces before they 

were put together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The Dog Planet backdrop on the new support system. The two red things on the backdrop are a fire hydrant 

and the red button. 

The support system can be taken apart so that it can fit in a car. In fact, everything 

used for the show can fit in two cars! And that’s a lot of stuff! 

At the end of the show, Ijana and Aidan’s mom asks them if they’re ready for bed, 

so Bone-Dog and Whity suddenly stop. But Ijana and Aidan dream the ending. 

What is the ending? We’re not telling! To find out what it is, come to the next 

performance! If you want to see a little bit of The Adventures of Bone-Dog and 

Whity, there’s a demo on Facebook. Just search “Bone-Dog and Whity.” You can 

also visit www.bonedogandwhity.wordpress.com!  Have fun watching! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bonedogandwhity.wordpress.com/


 

 

  My Volleyball Experience  
By Jessie 

 

As a homeschooler in junior high, I didn‟t 

get to play volleyball for a school team. So, 

at a homeschooler convention my mother 

and I went to at the end of 7th grade, we 

found a solution to my problem: a group 

called CHSA. CHSA stands for Christian 

Home School Athletics. I only play 

volleyball for this group, but I know for a 

fact that they have basketball, too.  

In late July, I tried out for the team and 

made freshman! I was 

so happy (I was only 

starting eighth grade a 

few months later). 

After the first few 

practices, we were 

given our positions. I 

was quite happy to 

have become an outside 

hitter. Normally, hitters 

were supposed to be 

close to six feet tall; I‟m only five foot two!  

At first, the whole team was nervous 

around each other. Out of 10 players, at 

least 3 had never played before and 

sometimes, it got quite annoying to be 

sitting on the sidelines at games and have 

two people who had never played let the 

ball drop right between them; or have one 

of them start going for the ball and stop, 

looking nervous that they would shank it 

(shank: passing a ball to where no one can 

save it). Even I stunk when I first started 

playing for CHSA, but we all got better 

with time.  

For our first game, we didn‟t have our 

uniforms, we still had to pick our team 

captains, and we were playing against a 

Junior Varsity team. It‟s simple to say that 

we lost. We weren‟t comfortable around 

each other yet and we didn‟t know exactly 

how to rotate in our new positions.  

After a few weeks, we 

started playing better 

with each other; we 

even won a couple of 

games! And then came 

our first tournament.  

 

At the beginning of 

our first game, we 

were practically half 

asleep. We couldn‟t hold our own against a 

JV team and we lost horribly. During the 

break before our next game, against a Junior 

High team, our two coaches gave us a great 

pep talk. They reminded us to do our cheers 

after a good play and to encourage each 

other.  

In the next game, we beat the JH team, and 

then we tied against the second JV team 

until the third game, which we lost. At the 

end of the first day, we were in 3rd place. 

During the last game of the day, I hurt my 



 

 

ankle a bit, so I wrapped it up in the car on 

our way home.  

On the second day, we were much more 

awake for our first game against the JH 

team and we beat them. We were told that 

in the middle of our day, at about lunch 

time, there would be contests dealing with 

certain aspects of our playing: passing, 

setting, and serving. Most of our team (the 

Lady Wolverines) did a challenge; I tried 

my hand at passing, where we would try to 

pass a ball into the cart.  

In the serving 

competition, one girl 

on our team won. The 

objective was to serve 

to certain spots on the 

court in order. She 

ended up going 

around one and a half 

times. It was amazing. 

She won that contest. 

One of the other teams, nicknamed the 

Blondies, since they were all blonde and we 

couldn‟t remember their name, won the 

other two contests. Nobody on our team 

was too happy that we only won that one 

thing.  

In the next game, we defeated one of the JV 

teams, and then, later, we beat the JH team. 

Unfortunately, it was still not enough to be 

brought up to second place. In the end, we 

ended up a close 3rd place, just behind the 

two JV teams.  

After the tournament, I think that we all 

started playing better together (especially 

since one of my new best friends on the 

team kept teasing me about „throwing up 

my grapes and catching them in my 

mouth‟). We started playing more like a 

team and less like a group of girls thrown 

together by fate.  

Although soon, our coach was bumped up 

to JV. We absolutely adored having her 

coach us, but the assistant coach was a great 

leader (even when she made us do 5 push-

up suicides and three minutes of wall sits). 

One practice, after we had played a really 

bad game, Coach brought a six pack of 

small cans of Sprite 

with her. She said that 

she would give five 

dollars to whoever 

could chug the entire 

can through their sock. 

I decided to try it 

(without the sock, 

though). When 

everyone was finished 

doing that, Coach gave 

the five dollars to the winner and asked us, 

“Now, do you think that was worth ten 

minutes of practice time?” We all said no. 

She told us that that‟s what it‟s like when 

we go to play a game and then do nothing, 

letting the ball hit the floor right in front of 

us or beside us.  

The next game we played, we won.  

In October of 2010, we had another 

tournament, this time against more teams 

and all were either JV or Varsity. We were 

all shaking in our boots when we saw how 

well they could play. Although, nervous as 

we were, we played our best and tried to 

win. I even got in a few excellent spikes. We 

did great in that tournament, because, by 



 

 

“I can still remember her 

telling us, ‘Don’t look at the 

scoreboard! Forget the score! 

Just play for yourselves…’” 

that time, we had been doing some stuff 

outside of volleyball, like sleepovers and 

having lunch together. Coach was so proud 

of us when she said we made it to the Silver 

bracket, she was almost glowing! 

The second day seemed much harder than 

the first. We had to play harder and fight 

more than we had had to in other games. By 

the time lunch rolled around, we 

were tired and losing badly.  

Coach took us out to the 

front of the building 

we were playing at 

and pulled out her 

laptop. She played 

the scene from 

Facing the Giants 

where the Coach in 

the movie had the 

football player do the 

death crawl to the end 

zone. At the end of the 

scene, she stopped it. I can 

still remember her telling us, 

“Don‟t look at the scoreboard! Forget the 

score! Just play for yourselves. And I will 

make you do typewriters if you look at the 

scoreboard.” (Typewriters are where you 

get down in a ready position for the ball 

and sort of move like a typewriter. They are 

not fun.)  

For the next game, I never looked at the 

scoreboard until I knew that we were 

getting close to the end. It was my turn to 

serve. I bounced the ball a few times before 

sending it over the net. We passed it back 

and forth for a bit until it dropped down on 

the ground on their side. They rolled the 

ball back to me.  

This time, I was paying attention to the 

referee. He said that it was game point. I got 

so nervous, hoping that it was game point 

for us, but as it turned out, I just hadn‟t 

heard him during the previous play. I was 

nervous, from the time I was bouncing the 

ball to the time where my palm connected 

weakly with the volleyball. It almost went 

over, but it fell only a foot away from the 

net.  

I wanted to curl up and cry 

for missing that serve. I 

knew that I should 

have let the ball fall to 

the ground and try 

again, but I don‟t do 

that much and it 

didn‟t occur to me 

until I had already 

hit it. I felt so guilty 

for letting my team 

and coach down. 

Nobody blamed me for it 

though; they kept saying that 

anybody could have missed it. I was 

cheered up by that.  

That game had been the last for the day. We 

would find out where we ranked that 

evening. So, my mom and I picked up 

dinner and went home. That evening, we 

got an e-mail from my coach, saying how 

proud she was. We had placed 5th in Silver. 

It was amazing, seeing as there were 5 

teams for each medal color. The CHSA JV 

team had ranked in gold, I think. So, both of 

the teams did really well! I was immensely 

happy and I swear that I slept with a smile 

on my face that whole night.  

 



 

 

The rest of the season passed fairly quickly. 

Half of us were close to crying when we 

showed up at our last practice. It was a lot 

of fun, but it was still 

practicing for our final 

game.  

And then, that Friday, 

we showed up at the 

gymnasium at 5 pm for 

our game against a JV 

team. We held our own 

for the most part, but 

our serves weren‟t 

nearly as strong as they would have been if 

we had practiced serving on Tuesday.  

We had to go into a third game with the 

other team. We lost about 10-15, which was 

pretty amazing, if I do say so myself. The 

only thing that made me unhappy was the 

fact that I had tried to set one of the balls 

wrong and ended up spraining my thumb. I 

hadn‟t even realized that my thumb was 

hurting so bad until my mom and I had 

already left to go home.  

A few weeks later, we had the end-of-the-

season banquet for the entire CHSA 

volleyball teams. 5 girls would be 

graduating from CHSA, one with an 

amazing scholarship that was a miracle sent 

straight from God, and our coaches gave us 

each something. The freshman (freshies as I 

always called us) team, us, got personalized 

scrapbooks and journals and little volleyball 

rubber ducks (I got one that said spike on it 

and named him Bill). On our way home 

from the banquet, I would have been crying 

that the season was over if I had not been so 

tired that I fell asleep on the drive home.  

Now, it‟s February and the try-outs for the 

CHSA should be in April or May. They also 

have a short volleyball day camp that I will 

most likely attend 

before the season 

starts in the fall.  

Sometimes, I wonder 

why God had to 

make those people in 

public school hate me 

so much. I wondered 

why I had to be the 

one that was bullied. I 

asked Him why I had to be homeschooled. I 

hadn‟t ever realized that something good 

could come out of it. I made new friends, I 

got to play my favorite sport in the world, 

and I got to do both of these things while 

praising the Lord!  

 

 

 

Do you have a great 

homeschool sports story? 

Send it in to  

bthsubmissions@yahoo.com! 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

I interviewed my 3-year-old sister, Reagan, and had her color a few pictures for me. I was very interested 

in how she views homeschooling and public school. 

I know that a 3-year-old’s view of homeschooling is very different from older girls’ views. Here are the 

results of the interview. 

Blue: Me    Pink: Reagan 

 __________________________________________________________________ 

Q) What’s your name? 

A) It’s Reagan 

Q) How old are you? 

A) Two… NO! I’m three.  

I’m not two anymore.  

Q) What do you like to do?   

A) Umm… play with you. 

Q) What schoolwork do you like 

to do? 

A) Read with Daddy!     

Q) What do Brother and Sister 

do for school? 

A) Reading and eating 

Q) Do you like to be 

homeschooled? 

A) Yes! 

Q) Why? 

A) Because we get to read a lot.  

                

 



 

 

The Many Photos of Reagan 

All these pictures are of and from 

Reagan. As you can see, she loves 

to color! 

I had a lot of fun interviewing her 

and having her color pictures for 

me, and I know she loved it 

too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So there you have it. The view of homeschooling in a 

three-year-old’s mind! 



 

 

 

Some families live in RVs. Most of them 

homeschool, because it isn’t easy to go to 

school while constantly on the move. This 

is sometimes called road-schooling.  

A lot of road-schoolers like to do history, 

science, and 

geography by 

actually 

experiencing it. For 

example, instead of 

looking at maps 

they might drive 

the RV to a 

mountain range to 

study the 

mountains first 

hand. Many road-

schoolers are also 

younger, because 

when they get 

older they want to meet more people, so 

they ask their parents to settle down for a 

while. 

Road-schoolers can be unschooled, 

homeschooled, or schooled-at-home. 

That’s the unique thing about road-

schooling – it isn’t a category of how 

much homeschool-work you do, it’s just 

how you do it. 

You might be wondering, How do you do 

homeschool-work when you live in an RV? Well, 

it’s just the same as homeschooling when 

you live in a house, it’s just a road-

schooler’s house can double as a vehicle. 

And road-schoolers do learn just as much 

(if not more) as everyone else. Road-

schoolers are probably far better at 

geography than most homeschoolers (and 

schoolers) because they get to experience 

everything in 

person. If you live 

on the plains you 

might be really 

good at plains 

geography, but a 

road-schooler has 

probably seen the 

plains, mountains, 

desert, grasslands, 

badlands, and 

much more than 

that, and is 

probably really 

good at plains geography as well as 

everywhere else. 

You don’t have to live in an RV to be a 

road-schooler. You might have just moved 

a lot. Or you’re on a month-long trip to 

visit a bunch of national parks. However 

you do road-schooling, send in your story! 

It could be featured in a future issue of 

Back-to-Homeschool! 

 

 

 



 

 

Homeschooling in an RV 

By Elizabeth, age 14 

 
Elizabeth and her younger sister

Homeschooling is really different in my family 
because we live in a RV. My parents decided that 
they wanted to take us on a year-long road trip 
across the United States in the late spring of 2010. 

So, we sold our house. It took until November for 
someone to purchase it, making it a bit difficult 
truthfully, having to dig out the RV from the several 
feet of Minnesota snow, packing it up and toting our 
furniture to a storage unit. But we were able to 
finish it all up by January fifth when we left towards 
the south, attempting to outrun the bitter cold of the 
north. We are now waiting out in the warmer states 
until spring melts the last traces of winter away. 

Homeschooling, as I said, is really different in an RV, 
I know since we had to be homeschooled the entire 
time this year at, well, home until January fifth when 
we left. First of all, we study the environment of 
wherever we are. In Florida we studied 
oceanography; fish, coral reefs, sea turtles, seaweed, 

the whole lot. In Texas we studied its many regions 
(Hill Country, Pineywoods, Prairies and Lakes) and 
what inhabits them. Everywhere we go there are 
new things to discover and learn about!  

We go on field trips all the time, to the Alamo, to the 
Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Center, to an aquarium, or 
a museum. We get to bring what we learned all 
around, it’s fun swimming in the sea when you find 
handfuls of dead coral and you can identify what 
kind they are. Or, walking through the woods and 
being able to define female Anhinga from a male. Or 
even sitting inside, watching TV, to see a lion using 
Flehmen to better sense its surroundings. What we 
learn is used every day, even if we don’t realize it. 

I understand you may not be able to drop what 
you’re doing and hop into an RV but I think you can 
make homeschooling just as fun and interesting at 
home. Look in a book, there are thousands of ideas 
and instructions that can tell you how to make the 



 

 

perfect slime or most delectable smelling perfume, I 
wouldn’t mind doing that for a science project. 
Practice fun (and helpful) skills you will require 
once you get old enough to move out, such as 
cooking and baking. Both can substitute math and 
science, ask your guardian to set up a day where you 
can cook or bake instead, you can look up what 
causes bread to rise, or double a cookie recipe and 
add the total amount of flour or chocolate chips 
you’ll need inside your head! Voilà! Instant school 
and snack!  

Look outside, research things you’ve always 
wondered about, what that bird’s name is, how to 
make a tasty treat for your outdoor friends, what 
rabbits use their stubby little tail for or what lives in 
that deep hole you’re too scared to stick your hand 
in. It’s full of possibilities no matter the season; 
something is always living above or below the 
ground. 

Watch TV, yup, honestly, you’ll be surprised how 
much you’ll learn from the History Channel; if your 
mum needs a break just have her flip on the set. She 
can turn on the television guilt free when she knows 
you’re watching something that guarantees 
learning. (The cooking channel is a great way for 
you to learn how to make something yummy 
without relying on your parents’ perhaps less-than-
perfect recipes.) 

Hang out with an elder, usually wizened with time. 
I’m sure your Gran will be thrilled to teach you how 
to sew, knit, garden or fill birdfeeders. These type of  

 

skills will last you a lifetime and help you will away 
the eventless days.  

Our homeschooling is all hands on; my parents 
want it to be fun and tailored to our interests, we 
call it unschooling. We like it to be the opposite of 
public school, no sitting in desks, no boring 
assignments, and doing things we like to do. We 
don’t have to go at any pace but ours, we can do just 
the required amount of things we hate and focus on 
the things we really like. I don’t see the point in 
homeschooling if it’s no different than public school. 
It’s easier on our parents too, not having to correct a 
bunch of assignments, being able to teach their kids 
what they find appropriate, it’s really a win, win 
experience. (Most of the time)  

Our homeschooling may be different but I love it, I 
hope you are experiencing the best kind of 
homeschooling you can be offered, and if not it’s 
never wrong to take a few matters in your own 
hands. Telling your parents what you want from 
your schooling isn’t as hard as it seems. Good luck! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Some kids homeschool without the help 

of their parents. This is called self-

schooling. Lots of kids that do this used to 

go to school, but when they left they 

wanted more structure to their 

homeschool schedule than their parents 

gave them, so they 

decided to 

homeschool 

themselves. Other self-

schoolers are teenagers 

who are better at 

certain subjects than 

their parents, so they 

teach themselves. 

If you are a self-

schooler, no matter 

what your reason, you 

might have noticed 

that whenever any 

books, magazines, or 

other things mention schooling at home, 

they never, ever mention self-schooling. 

Homeschooling and even unschooling are 

recognized, but never self-schooling. Well, 

Back-to-Homeschool is going to change 

that with this article. 

If you don’t self-school you might be 

wondering, What’s the difference between self-

schooling and unschooling? Isn’t unschooling called 

child-led homeschooling? Well, yes, 

unschooling is called child-led 

homeschooling, but the difference 

between that and self-schooling is that 

self-schoolers do much more sit-down 

work than unschoolers. Unschoolers 

usually learn from nature and being 

observant, while self-schoolers have 

schedules and they do “school” subjects, 

such as math and 

geography. 

Most self-schoolers 

school at home, just 

without the help of 

their parents. But you 

don’t have to be a 

“schooler at home” to 

be a self-schooler! 

You qualify as a self-

schooler if you go to a 

homeschool group 

where you actually 

learn things instead of 

just play and get 

“homework” there. That is, if your parents 

don’t help you with it. You’re also a self-

schooler if you don’t do much work, but 

you don’t just do a tiny bit of work. 

If you self-school, send your story to 

Back-to-Homeschool! It can be just a 

paragraph, or you can write an article. 

It might be featured in a future issue! 

 



 

 

  

 

 

Welcome to the Rainforest Times, the “save the rainforest” newsletter! If you’re interested in saving the 

rainforest or think that the rainforests are being cut down too much, then this is the section for you! If you want 

to submit your own Rainforest Times newsletter, email it to bthsubmissions@yahoo.com and it will be 

considered for future publication! You can also do other things – any article about the rainforest would be 

great! Actually, any article about anything would be great! Now, let’s not waste time talking. Let’s get a move 

on! 

Animal Profile: Three-Toed Sloth 
The three-toed sloth has – you guessed it – three long toes that it uses to climb from branch to branch. It takes 

the sloth one minute to move six inches, so it looks green because algae grow in its fur because the sloth doesn’t 

move very fast. The algae help camouflage the sloth because it just looks like a clump of epiphytes. The sloth’s 

digestive system is so slow that it only descends to the forest floor (it lives in the canopy) to go to the bathroom 

once a week! 

 

Facts About Epiphytes 
Epiphytes are plants that grow on other plants, most commonly a tree 
Some commonly known epiphytes are bromeliads, moss, ferns, lichen, and orchids 

The bromeliad’s leaves make a kind of tank to gather water (like a pineapple) 

Epiphytes get water from rain and mist 

Some epiphytes have roots that absorb water from the air 

Scientists have found over 250 animal species that live in bromeliad tanks 

 

What Happens When the Rainforests Are Cut Down? 
Plants that might provide new medicines and products become extinct before they can be studied. 

The main gene pool on Earth is largely lost. Scientists could use the gene pool to develop new products and 

basic food crops. Burning the forest adds to the greenhouse effect, which releases carbon dioxide and may 

cause global warming. 

 

Save the Rainforest Challenge 
Always buy fruit with an Eco-OK stamp on 

mailto:bthsubmissions@yahoo.com


 

 

The Zodiac Signs 

 

You are all probably familiar with the twelve signs of the Zodiac, but did you know 

that the signs have changed? Yes, someone who used to be a Sagittarius may now be 

a Scorpio! Not only that, but there is a new sign (well, new to the Zodiac)! It’s called 

Ophiuchus, and its time span is November 30th to December 17th. So congratulations 

to everyone who was born then, because you have the new sign! 

 

Now, you might be wondering, What the heck?! I’m a Scorpio?! No way, I’ll always 

be a Sagittarius! Well, you still can be if you want. The reason the signs have 

changed is because the Earth has tilted slightly since the days when humans first 

decided to use the Zodiac, which was thousands of years ago. Of course, the signs 

have been getting different for hundreds of years, so it’s really nothing new. 

Anyway, you can still be a Sagittarius because scientists and other people still use 

the old signs to separate the time periods. But if you want to know what your new 

sign is, here is a list of the new signs, then followed by the old signs. 

 

New Signs – 

Aries: April 18th through May 13th 

Taurus: May 14th through June 21st 

Gemini: June 22nd through July 20th 

Cancer: July 20th through August 10th 



 

 

Leo: August 11th through September 16th 

Virgo: September 17th through October 30th 

Libra: October 31st through November 23rd 

Scorpio: November 23rd through 29th 

Ophiuchus: November 30th through December 17th 

Sagittarius: December 18th through January 20th 

Capricorn: January 21st through February 16th 

Aquarius: February 17th through March 11th 

Pisces: March 12th through April 18th 

 

Old Signs – 

Aries: March 21st through April 20th 

Taurus: April 21st through May 21st 

Gemini: May 22nd through June 21st 

Cancer: June 22nd through July 22nd 

Leo: July 23rd through August 23rd 

Virgo: August 24th through September 23rd 

Libra: September 24th through October 24th 

Scorpio: October 25th through November 22nd 

Sagittarius: November 23rd through December 21st 

Capricorn: December 22nd through January 20th 

Aquarius: January 21st through February 19th 



 

 

Pisces: February 20th through March 20th 

 

So there you have it. Your sign might be the same, but it might be different. Ijana and 

Trisha’s signs both changed. Ijana used to be a Leo but is now a Cancer and Trisha 

used to be a Cancer but is now a Gemini. Ijana thinks that Cancer fits her personality 

much better than Leo, and she feels the same for everyone else she knows, so maybe 

the Zodiac personality descriptions have some truth to them. To find the 

descriptions, look it up on Yahoo, Google, or anywhere else and you’re sure to find 

them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Twelfth Summer by Kay Salter 

Review by Sydney, age 9 

 

Twelfth Summer is a great book. It is set in 

Beaufort, NC. Sarah’s dad is called to fight 

in World War II. What will the rest of the 

family do during the summer? Peggy, who 

is Sarah’s mother, says that they should go 

and visit Granny Jewel and Papa Tom for 

the summer. Sarah’s little brother Joshua is 

all excited about going. Sarah is twelve 

years old and wants to act mature. She 

feels sad while at the same time glad to be 

with her grandparents. Granny Jewel and 

Papa Tom can fix anything, Sarah thinks. 

Sarah has many adventures including 

almost drowning. She meets a boy named 

Porter. His dad is at war, too. When Porter 

leaves for home Sarah misses him. They 

were such great friends. Granny Jewel’s 

cook Clara is a very important character in 

the story. She makes Sarah’s favorite food, 

Clam Chowder. Will Sarah’s dad come 

home uninjured? Will Sarah ever see Porter 

again?  

I like Twelfth Summer because it reminds 

me of the beach. Granny Jewel and Papa 

Tom are very nice to Sarah and Joshua. This 

book has great, great adventures. That is 

one of the many reasons why I love it. The 

rest of the books in the series are just as 

good: Thirteenth Summer, Fourteenth 

Summer and Fifteenth Summer soon to 

come… This story is great for other reasons 

too. I would love to have a friend like 

Porter. Granny Jewel and Papa Tom are fun 

grandparents for Sarah just like my 

grandparents are fun to be with. The story 

just comes alive! 

 



 

 

Homeschool Prom 
Who says homeschooled teens can’t throw a good party? Not us! 

 

 

Your ride pulls up and a man opens the door 

for you. You get out of the car in your dazzling 

gown and walk magnificently down the red 

carpet and into the room. You notice others 

also wearing dresses and boys wearing tuxedos. 

After signing in, you walk into the ballroom and 

almost gasp when you see the amazing 

decorations, the friends laughing with each 

other, the guests with dates ready to dance 

with their boyfriends and girlfriends, and the DJ 

who is already excited to put on the first song. 

You notice the chaperones setting up tables full 

of mouth-watering desserts and dinner items. 

You have fun talking to the people you know 

and introduce yourself to new friends. Then the 

music starts, and your Homeschool Prom really 

begins! 

This is how our Spring Gala started, a 

magnificent event for homeschooled teens 

from 9th grade to 12th grade. One of the seniors 

announced, “Over the year I’ve heard many 

people who are in public school say that 

homeschoolers can’t throw a good party. I 

know they aren’t here, but let’s prove them 

wrong tonight!” Well, we sure did! Everybody 

danced like crazy to music picked by the teens 

beforehand and there was a limbo competition, 

an awesome dancing contest, and some Movie 

Trivia as well as a photo booth, a photographer, 

and some cool party favors. Everyone had a 

great time partying! 



 

 

“…I’m with a bunch of 

friends, we all look pretty, 

we’re dancing to loud 

music; it doesn’t matter 

whether you know how [to 

dance] or not, we’re just 

having fun!” 

 

“…I’m with a bunch of 

friends, we all look pretty, 

we’re dancing to loud 

music; it doesn’t matter 

whether you know how [to 

dance] or not, we’re just 

having fun!” 

 

Although some people think that homeschooled 

teens don’t get to have prom, dances for 

homeschoolers are very real and very fun. 

Often held by local homeschool 

groups, homeschool proms are 

present in nearly every area. 

Ours, which was themed 

Red Carpet and named 

the 2011 Spring Gala, had 

about 200 teenaged 

homeschoolers and an 

even amount of both girls 

and boys. Everybody 

dressed in fancy clothes and 

had an awesome time.  

BTH has even asked some of the 

homeschooled girl guests at the Gala 

some questions about Homeschool Prom for all 

of you readers to learn some 

more about it! 

BTH - What is your favorite part 

about Homeschool Prom? 

Rebecca S, 16 - The dancing! 

Lexi P, 15 - The dancing; getting 

to dance with my friends! 

Krista M, 17 - Everyone is so 

relaxed and calm; it’s like a nice 

ambient atmosphere. 

Rachel S, 16 - Just having fun! I’m 

with a bunch of friends, we all 

look pretty, we’re dancing to 

loud music; it doesn’t matter 

whether you know how [to dance] or not, we’re 

just having fun! 

Patricia D, 15 - It’s wild and fun yet 

sophisticated at the same time! I don’t have a 

favorite part, I liked everything! Though if I had 

to pick, I really loved the dance competition! 

BTH - Why do you think homeschooled 

teens should go to homeschool 

prom? 

Rebecca S, 16 - We need to 

be socialized! 

Lexi P, 15 - Because we 

don’t always get to go 

out and just be teens, 

and we should take the 

opportunity! 

Krista M, 17 - To meet up 

with friends and have a good 

time. 

Rachel S, 16 - Because it’s fun, it’s probably 

going to be the best night of the 

year! 

Patricia D, 15 - You get to dress 

up, have fun with friends, make 

new friends, and dance, dance, 

dance! I think that every 

homeschooler should go to a 

homeschool prom sometime in 

their lives. 

BTH - What tips do you have for 

prom goers? 

Rebecca S, 16 - We [for our 

prom] should dress up as actors 

next time.  

Lexi P, 15 - Dress up nicely, go all out, however, 

keep in mind that you will be dancing! 

Krista M, 17 - Be yourself! 



 

 

Rachel S, 16 - Dress modestly and just let loose! 

When you’re on the dance floor, experiment, 

have fun - this is your night!  

Patricia D, 15 - For your dress, first check 

Goodwill or Savers (people get rid of prom 

dresses all the time!) and if you can’t find 

anything from there, find a dress you like on a 

site like PromGirl and then order the same one 

for a 4th of the price on DHGate through 

bestdavid. Then at prom, just be outgoing and 

dance around with everyone else! Also, don’t 

forget to get the email addresses of new 

friends, too. 

Homeschool Proms are very fun and it’s well 

worth it to attend. You can look to see if there is 

one being hosted in your area, or if not, why 

not try starting one yourself? Invite all your 

friends, invite members from nearby 

homeschool groups, find a location, and have a 

blast! 

Some people attend with a date, others go with 

friends, and others go alone. Whatever you 

decide to do, just make sure that you’re very 

outgoing so that you can have a lot of 

enjoyment no matter what!  

Don’t be afraid to dance and talk to other 

people; if you just sit at a table the whole time, 

you will not have any fun. Instead, join in on 

group dances, accept invitations to dance, or 

ask someone to dance with you. Also, wear 

comfortable clothes - you can’t have fun if your 

dress hurts you or if your shoes are so 

uncomfortable you can’t even wear them for 

one hour!  

And finally, make sure that you take lots of 

pictures, because these are memories that you 

will have for a lifetime! 

 

 

 

 

Want to learn more about homeschool 

proms? You should visit 

www.homeschoolprom.wordpress.com, 

an information-filled site created by one 

of the founders of BTH! 

http://www.homeschoolprom.wordpress.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli 
 

16-year-old Leo Borlock goes to Mica Area High School, where everyone 
pretty much acts the same, wears the same clothes, and likes the same 
stuff. Then 15-year-old Stargirl Caraway enters the picture - an eccentric 
homeschooled girl who no one can seem to figure out. She’s kind to 
everyone. She doesn’t care what anyone thinks of her. She wears odd 
clothes, has a pet rat, dances in the rain, and delivers thoughtful cards to 
strangers.  No one is quite sure what to make of her - but Leo just can’t stay 
away from the mysterious Stargirl. So begins the story of Stargirl and Leo, 
two very different people with two different views of what life is like.  And 
learn how individuality begins to emerge within the students at Mica Area 
High - but can it last? It also has a sequel called Love, Stargirl. Ages 10-16.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Maximum Ride: The Angel Experiment by James Patterson 

14-year-old Maximum Ride isn’t like any normal girl. As a child, she and her 
friends Fang, Iggy, Nudge, Gazzy, and Angel were experimented on in an evil 
lab called The School, and now they are 95 percent human… two percent 
bird. Now, Max and her flock are stronger, faster, and taller than normal 
humans… and they have wings that allow them to fly! All the kids live 
together with no adults, learning only from computer, books, TV, and 
personal experience. They’d thought that their life was going to turn out 
okay… but the scientists at The School had other plans. A group of half-
human, half wolves attacked one day and kidnapped 6-year-old Angel, and 
now it’s up to Max and her friends to rescue her before it’s too late! So 
begins a captivating adventure full of action, excitement, hilarity, and 
mystery. This is the first book in a series. Ages 10-16. 

 



 

 

Gluten Free Peanut Butter Cookies 

 

 

This recipe is guaranteed delicious and is not only awesome for homeschooled girls who are allergic to gluten and/or wheat 

but also good for people who want to make a quick and easy recipe without many ingredients! They taste exactly like peanut 

butter cookies made with wheat and it’s one of the best gluten free recipes of all time. You can also substitute peanut butter for 

other nut butters such as almond butter, or add chocolate chips for a chocolaty treat! 

Ingredients: 

 1 cup peanut butter or other nut butter 

 ¾ cup sugar 

 1 large egg 

 ½ teaspoon gluten free vanilla 

 ½ teaspoon of baking soda 

 ¼ teaspoon sea salt 

 1 cup chocolate chips (optional) 

Directions: 

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees Fahrenheit (180 degrees Celsius) 

2. Mix all ingredients until smooth and thick. If you’re adding chocolate chips, add after mixing other ingredients. 

3. Use a very small ice cream scoop and drop onto greased cookie sheet or cookie sheet with parchment paper on it.  You 

can take a fork and imprint the cookies with a press from the fork on each side. 

4. Bake 10-13 minutes and take out of oven, letting cookies sit until firm. 



 

 

Arts and Photos- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A car made entirely of dots by Monica 

and “Drawn to Music” by Ashley   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Lake” by Madi, age 12 



 

 

A Polliwog Song 

By Josie, age 12 

 

Down below in water so cool,   

A school of fish I spy,  

They are my tiny minnow friends;  

They wave as they pass by. 

 

Down below in water so wet, 

I see old water snake. 

He hopes that he will catch me, 

When I'm not quite so awake. 

 

Down below in water so blue, 

A naiad comes into view: 

He is a baby dragonfly, 

He makes us tadpoles few. 

Down below in water so clean,  

Two "sticks" stand side by side, 

Blue heron wants to give a fish  

Or tadpole a very scary ride. 

 

Down below in water so pretty,  

The water weeds swirl and wheel; 

They have stopped me from being 

Many a tasty meal. 

 

Down below in water so sparkling,  

Some algae clouds out the sky, 

When heron comes, he stirs it up 

And then up do I see him fly. 

 

Down below in water so pure,  

I grow to be a frog, 

And then I have some eggs that hatch 

Into tiny polliwogs.

 

With your parents’ permission, send in your own photos, poems, drawings, palindromes, jokes, and 

anything else you can think of to bthsubmissions@yahoo.com, or go to bthmagazine.wordpress.com for 

further instructions! 

 

mailto:bthsubmissions@yahoo.com


 

 

Free Bookmark 

Create your own bookmark and submit it to BTH! Draw on, 

paint one, or make one on the computer for a chance to 

have it accepted into a future Back-to-Homeschool issue! 

 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Thanks for reading 

 Back-to-Homeschool! 
www.bthmagazine.wordpress.com 
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